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WCPM Friends Invited to Celebrate

Grand Opening Slated for December 9

Fall promises new growth . . . reasons for
celebrating. On November 1 last year the official
transfer of Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial properties
to the State of Nebraska was a form of “‘grand open-
ing”’ celebrated by the Nebraska State Historical
Society, the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and
Educational Foundation, and a multitude of Cather-
and humanities-devotees.

New possibilities opened for the Willa Cather
Pioneer Memorial. Its energies could be focused
more intensely on tours, conferences, workshops and
other Cather-related activities. But with the transfer,
the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial office needed to be
moved from the then-deeded Garber Bank Building.

Now, this fall, another cause for celebrating: the
modest but conveniently located building purchased
by the Foundation during last year has been trans-
formed into not only a pleasant office space but also a
handsome art gallery-book and gift shop. Visitors can
easily walk from the State's Cather Historical Center
and Museum to the Foundation's new center three
doors south to begin their Catherland tours, to pur-
chase books and gifts, and to view art and artifacts.

Helping make the grand opening more grand will
be an exhibition at the new gallery of many paintings
by John Bergers of Sonoma, California. Among these
will be “Blind D’Arnault (Blind Tom) in Concert at the
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M. E. Sandstrom's drawing shows the new front of WCPM'’s
recently purchased and renovated building which houses more
than just the Foundation’s office.

Red Cloud Opera House,” My Antonia, p. 118;
another, ‘‘Beside the Brick Wall,”” Obscure Des-
tinies, pp. 203-207. Bergers and his family lived in
Red Cloud for more than one year ('76-'77). He is well
into his project of over forty paintings which will be on
permanent loan to the Foundation.

In addition to the attractiveness of the new
“house’’ and the treasures it will help to perpetuate in
art and activities, those celebrating the grand opening
Sunday will gratefully remember behind-the-scene
contributors.

Miles E. Sandstrom, owner of Contract Design
Associates in Oakland, California, designed and drew
blueprints for the art gallery-book and gift shop.
Robert Graning, a local contractor, worked diligently
all summer to bring these plans into reality. The
greatest share of the monies used for the project
came from the Rawson Estate, given in memory of
Mrs. Ralph F. Rawson's mother, Grace Garber Tait.

This grand opening, Sunday, December 9, leaves
doors wide open to all Cather friends and scholars. It
is a celebration of a strong move forward in accom-
plishing WCPM aims.

MEMBERSHIP

The time to renew your membership or
make annual donations to the Willa Cather
Pioneer Memorial and Educational Founda-
tion has arrived.

Though the maintenance and restoration of
Cather-related sites is no longer our main
responsibility, the needs of the Foundation
are great. Our future endeavors will be em-
phasizing education and scholarship in Ca-
ther studies and the humanities.

A committee of our Board of Governors is
in the process of correlating and organizing
seminars and three-day workshops to be held
in Red Cloud and other sites.

We are looking to the future with a positive
attitude.










. WCPM and Mildred Bennett
Among Ten to Receive Awards

At Nebraska'a second annual Governor’'s Arts
Awards banquet in Lincoln, Friday, September 29,
Mildred Bennett and the Willa Cather Pioneer Memior-
ial and Educational Foundation were honored by
Governor Charles Thone as joint recipients of one of
the ten 1979 awards.

All awards were for significant contributions to
Nebraska's cultural life; specifically, Mrs. Bennett
and WCPM's was ‘‘for contributions to preserving the
literary heritage of Nebraska, especially the works of
Willa Cather.”

Another recipient, UNL Professor Bernice Slote
is a WCPM Board of Governor's member and Cather
scholar. She was recognized ‘‘for her literary service
to thousands of students and readers.”

-+ --Each-of the-ten was presented with a signed,
limited-edition pottery bowl created by Omaha artist
Jerome Horning.

WCPM'’s President Viola Borton, Board Chairman
Mildred Bennett, and board members and spouses —
Bertrand and Marian Schultz, Robert and Virginia
Knoll, Ron Hull, Helen and Harry Obitz, and Bill and
Miriam Mountford — were among over 250 persons
from the arts community across the state who at-
tended the banquet.

Through Cather Dimension
Two Focus on Past-Present

Central to University of Nebraska Professor
Robert Knoll's ““The Humanities and the Gift of Sight”’
and to Unversity of Pitisburgh Professor Attilio
Favorini's “Hearts and Diamonds” is the ‘“inex-
plicable presence of the thing not named’” — the
“what”’ that forms our vision.

“The Humanities and the Gift of Sight,"” a special
television program written and narrated by Robert
Knoll, sets out to define one use of the humanities.
Knoll explains that ‘‘the humanities both reflect and
form our understanding of the world around us.
Whether we recognize it or not, the humanities ‘raise
our consciousness,’ both of ourselves and of our
world.”

The several sequences in Knoll's program shot
on the Willa Cather Prairie and/or based on passages
and ideas suggested from the work of Willa Cather
support this thesis. It took Cather and others like her
to see pioneer America on its own terms, to share this
vision and thereby to teach others to see familiar
places “*for the first time,"

Produced by Nebraska Educational Television
with support from the National Endowment for the
Humanities in cooperation with Yale Media Design
Studio, *‘The Humanities and the Gift of Sight'’ [will be

broadcast twice this month, November 14 at 8:00 p.m.
and November 18 at 3:00 p.m.]

Of interest to WCPM members is that Dr. Knoll
choose fellow board member Helen Obitz to appear in
several segments of the program, most especially a
section dealing with parts of Cather’'s story, “A
Wagner Matinee."

The “‘what’’ that forms our vision in Attilio
Favorini’s ‘‘Hearts and Diamonds” is also through a
Cather dimension. For his documentary drama to be
given at the University of Pittsburghin March, Favori-
ni is featuring Willa Cather as the “heart" and Lillian
Russell, the “‘diamond.”

Depicting turn-of-the-century Pittsburgh, the play
opens in 1922 — the year Willa won a Pulitzer Prize
for One of Ours and the year Lillian died. Through

flashbacks and against the backdrop of changing at-

titudes toward women, ‘‘Hearts and Diamonds’’ ex-

‘amines the charactér and values of each of these

women who lived in Pittsburgh for a time.

The drama features authentic music of the peri-
od, e.g., “La Lune Blanche’ written by Ethelbert
Nevin for Willa Cather.

Dr. Favorini feels that the play is very current
“‘because these values and many of the issues these
two women dealt with have not changed.” *‘The over-
all objective of documentary drama,” he says in a Pitt
News interview, "'is to illuminate history . . . the past
is organically connected to the present.”

Gifts to WCPM

¢ from Lois Dailey of Los Gatos, California, a double
gift: a) a letter of reminiscences and information
concerning the acquaintance of Willa Cather and
Ms. Dailey’s uncle, Charles Moore of Lincoln, and
b) items which Willa had given Charles Moore —
one autographed copy of April Twilights, two
photos of Willa during university days, and photos
of Stratford, England, which Willa had sent to
Charles Moore. (The gold ring in the shape of a
snake which Willa wore much of her life was given
her by Charles Moore.)

e from Frisbie-Frisbee Family Association of
America, a sét of needlepoint kneelers handmade
by members of the family for Grace Episcopal
Church.

¢ from Mrs. Richard Mellen (Jessica Auld’s daughter)
of Colorado Springs, Colorado, the 1834 Episcopal
prayer book of Grandmother Boak’s.

e from Mary Ben Cather Newman of Kansas City,
Missouri, the bound collection she compiled over a
fifty-year period, tracing the Cauther-Cather family
line.

¢ from Kathleen Genuchi of Snyder, Texas, a copy of
her master’'s thesis entitled *‘Memorializing an
Author.” ‘
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(Continued from page 2)

meant by *‘faire réver”. Art does succeed in causing
us to dream when it manages to convey the invisible,
yet present, though most elusive, elements of reality,
what W. Cather admirably calls ‘“‘the inexplicable
presence of the thing not named, of the overtone
divined by the ear but not heard by it, the verbal mood,
the emotional aura of the fact of the thing or the deed
..."" (On Writing pp. 41-42). Echoing Flaubert’s “‘le
plus haut dans I'art . . .”", W. Cather concludes that
this is what ‘‘gives high quality to the novel or the
drama, as well as to poetry itself’’.

To illustrate, too briefly, her point (and Flau-
bert’s) we can say that, for instance, her evocation of
the prairie and the life of its inhabitants, seen through
the prism of her imagination and sensibility finally

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION
¢ By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contri-
butor:

BENEFACTOR ........................ $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron ....................... .. $100.00
Sustaining ...................... 25.00
Family ....................... .. 15.00
Individual ...................... 10.00

WCPM members receive:
Newsletter subscription
Free admission to restored buildings
* By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers,
and publications to the Museum.
* By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of
Governors.
L]

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965
[ ]
Special group memberships (such as clubs or businesses) are
available. Write to the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial for
details.

reveals its true essence more forcibly and truly than
pages of literal descriptions would.

Flaubert opened new vistas to W. Cather. She did
not imitate him (in that respect, | maintain that tracing
the influence of Flaubert on her choice of subjects
may be interesting but that, so far, it has only brought
out superficial and inconclusive evidence). To her he
was a model of excellence and artistic integrity,
above all. He helped her, no doubt, to find her own
road, to develop fine qualities, dispositions of the
mind that potentially existed in her. In that light, it is
not exaggerated to say that Flaubert as much as S. O.
Jewett (and perhaps more than the New England spin-
ster) had a share in Willa Cather’s triumphant literary
“maieusis’’.

J. Michel Gervaud
Université de Provence 1 (Aix)

AIMS OF THE WCPM

* To promote and assist in the development and preservation
of the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, in association with the Ne-
braska State Historical Society.

» To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather.

* To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities. .

e To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work
of Willa Cather.

Newsietter ContributionOnly ......................... $5.00
{not.a membership)
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