
Discover the World of Willa Cather, Nebraska’s foremost citizen.
Author of O Pioneers!, My Ántonia & One of Ours.

Experience Willa Cather’s Red Cloud
• Explore our exhibit, American 

Bittersweet: The Life & Writing of Willa 
Cather

• Tour our Collections & Archives at 
the National Willa Cather Center

• Visit Willa Cather’s childhood home 
and other sites related to her life and 
writing

• Take in a performance at the historic 
Red Cloud Opera House 

• Hike, picnic, star-gaze dark skies, or 
watch the sunrise and sunset at the 
Willa Cather Memorial Prairie

• Explore scenic country roads or take 
a Cather “Country Tour” of outlying 
properties and settings

• Shop the National Willa Cather 
Center bookstore and gift shop

• Enjoy a delicious lunch served in our 
beautiful art gallery or on the prairie!

The National Willa Cather Center is located in the quiet rural prairie town  
of Red Cloud, Nebraska and is the childhood home of writer Willa Cather.  
Alongside the Red Cloud Opera House, it has become a cultural oasis on the 
Great Plains. Ten historic buildings—and a preserved prairie—comprise the 
largest collection of sites related to any American author.

To visit Red Cloud is to encounter a town and entire landscapes that are largely 
unchanged and as world-famous author Willa Cather knew them as a young girl.

PLAN YOUR TRIP AT 

WillaCather.org 
or call (402) 746-2653



Please contact us 
about ADA accessibility 
accommodations.

Welcome Bus Tours!
You will enjoy an immersive and historic experience and let us create  
the perfect itinerary— and meal—for your timeframe: 

• Free meal and tours for drivers/escorts

• Complimentary bus parking

• Discount on group lodging

• On-site tour coordinator

LOCATION

ON-SITE DINING
Catered meals, boxed lunches, 
and even picnics on our pristine 
prairie are available for $15 per 
person.

HISTORIC SITES

STAY A NIGHT–
OR TWO!
Red Cloud offers historic 
lodging for small groups of  
15 or less. Hotel Garber, a  
26-room boutique hotel, is set 
to open in the spring of 2024. 

PRAIRIE

Our 612-acre tract of untouched 
prairie is preserved as Willa 
Cather would have known it. Hike 
through the great rolling ocean 
of grass and witness the flora and 
fauna in the changing seasons.

Guided tour options of our 
historic sites each include 
the Willa Cather Childhood 
Home. There are also tour 
combinations that include a 
variety of sites. 

Red Cloud is in south-central 
Nebraska on the Kansas 
border — just over an hour 
between I-70 & I-80 on U.S. 
281 and 20 miles north of the 
Geographic Center of the USA!

Group Tours & Pricing

Life & Legacy Tour 
An expert-led overview of Willa 
Cather’s life and career, including 
the museum exhibit and archive at 
the National Willa Cather Center.

Historic Sites Tour
A docent-led tour of up to six 
historic sites connected to  
Willa Cather’s life and writing, 
including her childhood home.

Landscape Tour
Explore the spectacle of the Great 
Plains with a guided hike at the 
Willa Cather Prairie, home to over 
250 native plant species.

Arts Tour
Explore the current art gallery 
exhibit and tour the Red Cloud 
Opera House, where Willa  
Cather once performed.

Tours range from 30-90  
minutes and $10-$20/person.

Hours of Operation 
March 1 to October 31:
Tuesday - Saturday
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

November 1 to February 28:
Tuesday - Friday
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Closed on New Year’s Day, Easter,  
Fourth of July, Thanksgiving,  
Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.

Group tours will be accommodated  
after hours and on off days if booked 
in advance.

Learn more about Red Cloud:
Red Cloud Tourism & Commerce
Jarrod McCartney, DIRECTOR
jmccartney@redcloudnebraska.com
(402) 746-2653 • www.visitredcloud.com

Find us on social media!  
@visitredcloud

To book your Red Cloud experience, contact
Rachel Olsen, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT 

rolsen@willacather.org or (402) 746-2653 (office)

Find us on social media!  
@WillacatherFdn

Book Your Tour!

PLAN YOUR TRIP AT 

WillaCather.org


