
June 2–4, 2022

In Red Cloud, NE 
with select  

Virtual Programs



Invited speaker, James English 
The author of The Economy of Prestige will present “The Literary Award as a  
Judgment Device.” English’s current projects include a book about ranking and 
rating systems in literature and the arts and an edited volume of essays, Literary 
Studies and Human Flourishing, forthcoming from Oxford University Press.  
English is John Welsch Centennial Professor of English and Founding Director  
of the Price Lab for Digital Humanities at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Invited speaker, Maureen Corrigan 
Corrigan, book critic on NPR’s Fresh Air, will deliver “All The Glittering Prizes,” a talk 
which considers the backstage deliberations and decisions behind literary awards,  
informed by her time as juror for the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. Corrigan’s remarks 
will address how books are valued and evaluated in modern culture, and the role that 
she, as a critic, plays as she selects from the hundreds of advance reader copies she 
receives annually. 
Corrigan’s appearance is made possible by the Nebraska Cather Collaborative and the Philip and Helen Cather Southwick Fund  
at the University of Nebraska Foundation. The Nebraska Cather Collaborative is a joint effort of the National Willa Cather Center 
and the University of Nebraska’s Cather Project, the Willa Cather Archive, and the University of Nebraska Foundation to promote 
Willa Cather’s life and work and to establish Nebraska as an essential destination for Cather enthusiasts and scholars.

Christian Ellenwood is a composer, clarinetist, and teacher based near  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He will speak about his work translating Cather’s writing 
into music, ahead of a Saturday evening performance of Children of the Moon, a 
musical adaptation of Cather’s One of Ours, by Nebraska Chamber Players.  

Nebraska Chamber Players are an organization of professional musicians 
dedicated to playing chamber music and committed to nurturing both musicians 
and audiences.  Nebraska Chamber Players is best known for creative programs 
and excellent artistry, with a repertoire of several hundred works, including  
several premieres of commissioned works from composers across North America.

Special guests include:

Our conference is supported by: Conference Leadership:�
Dr. Melissa J. Homestead  
Academic Director 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Ashley Olson, Executive Director 
National Willa Cather Center

Tracy Tucker, Education Director 
National Willa Cather Center

Rachel Olsen, Education Coordinator 
National Willa Cather Center

Funding has also been provided to the Willa Cather Foundation from the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) as part of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021. NEH is committed to Sustaining the Humanities  
through the American Rescue Plan (SHARP). Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this 
program do not necessarily reflect the views of Humanities Nebraska, Nebraska Cultural Endowment, and the  
National Endowment for the Humanities.

Please visit our website
www.WillaCather.org 
for a full event schedule



Thursday, June 2     *all times listed are Central time zone

10:00 AM Special Pre-Conference Event - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium 
  Friday LIVE Radio Event with Genevieve Randall of Nebraska Public Media
  Join Genevieve Randall and NPM for this special event as they tape their weekly arts & culture 
   program, Friday LIVE, from the Red Cloud Opera House stage. Genevieve will be joined by  
   special guests as we preview our Spring Conference and arts events in the region! 
   Friday LIVE is taped before a live studio audience, so plan to arrive early and enjoy music,  
   interviews, and a behind-the-scenes look at radio production! 

1:00 PM  Spring Conference Introductory Session - RCOH Auditorium
  This focused conversation, aimed at new Spring Conference attendees and regulars alike,  
   provides context for the panels and invited lectures to come.
  Speaker: Melissa Homestead, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

2:00 PM  Panel 1: Prizes and Ranking - RCOH Auditorium
  Speakers: Dr. Timothy Bintrim, Saint Francis University and Scott Riner, Saint Francis University 
         “Long Cellared Wine: ‘Double Birthday’ in Best American Short Stories of the Century”
         
        Dr. Sarah Clere, Independent Scholar 
        “Willa Cather and the Sisterhood of the Pulitzer” 
         *This paper is offered asynchronously, on the Whova platform

	 	 	 					Mitchell	Egber,	JD,	Florida	Office	of	the	Attorney	General
        “‘Without Enthusiasm’: The 1921 Controversy Redux and Cather’s 1923 Pulitzer Prize”

 

 

Cassia Kite, artist
Dr. Stacey Barelos, compositions and performance

Register online at www.WillaCather.org or by calling 402-746-2653.
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Soundstitching: Sites and Sounds of Willa Cather’s World

On exhibit May 3 – June 14, 2022 
Artist talk & performance - June 3, 2022

Artist Cassia Kite’s distinctive Soundstitching: 
Sites and Sounds of Willa Cather’s World 
transforms the colors from hand-stitched images 
of locations from Cather’s life into playable  
musical compositions, creating a multidisciplinary 
and multisensory experience.

The Soundstitching process starts with a hand-
stitched image, which Kite converts to a “color 
map,” then a color scale on the piano. Following  
the order of the color maps, Kite then uses the  
piano color scale to assign musical notes. Dr.  
Stacey Barelos will be on hand to demonstrate
examples of her compositions based on Kite’s  
Willa Cather Soundstitchings.

The Willa Cather Childhood Home 
Soundstitching by Cassia Kite



Ideas in progress.

Program suPPorted by

Where we have been makes us who we are and shapes who we will become. Humanities 

Nebraska creates and supports thought-provoking opportunities for Nebraskans to learn, 

think and explore our shared history and culture to inspire a better future.  

HumanitiesNebraska.org
HumanitiesNebraska

@HumanitiesNE
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Thursday, June 2, cont’d
4:00 PM  Panel 2: One of Ours and Representations of War - RCOH Auditorium
  Speakers: Dr. Matthew Evertson, Chadron State College 
         “Saving Lieutenant Wheeler: A Cinematic Lens Applied to One of Ours”

        Dr. John Flannigan, Prairie State College
        “A Tongue-Tied Generation Goes to War: Cather’s Claude Wheeler and 
         Tarkington’s Ramsey Milholland” 
         *This paper is broadcast asynchronously, on the Whova platform

 
        Dr. Kim Vanderlaan, California University of PA 
         “War Scenes in One of Ours and The Red Badge of Courage”

5:30 PM  Newcomers’ Meet-and-Greet - Red Cloud Opera House Gallery
  If you’re new to Spring Conference, join staff and board for a get-to-know-you mixer!  
  You can also participate in a virtual mixer on the Whova app, to get to know our virtual attendees!

  Dinner on your own in Red Cloud! Please look for a list of options!

7:00 PM  Invited Lecture - RCOH Auditorium 
  Dr. James English presents “The Literary Award as a Judgment Device”
  This event is open to the public, both in-person and online, and is made possible thanks to 
  the support of Humanities Nebraska.

  Dr. English is the author of The Economy of Prestige (Harvard UP), a study of the history, functions,  
   and effects of prizes in literature and the arts. The book was named Best Academic Book of 2005  
  by New York Magazine. His current book project is Beauty by the Numbers, a history of rating and  
  ranking systems in literature and the arts. 

Follow the National Willa Cather Center  
on your favorite social channels!

Land and Labor Acknowledgement

The National Willa Cather Center recognizes that forced servitude and unpaid labor gave rise to the society 
we know today. Willa Cather’s own ancestors included both those who enslaved people and those who fought 
to free them. Cather struggled with her family’s role in Virginia’s slaveholding culture during her lifetime, 
and we continue to wrestle with the ramifications of that injustice today.

We also acknowledge that we occupy the homelands of the Pâri (Pawnee), the Washtáge Moⁿzháⁿ (Kansa), 
and the Ocheti Sakowin (Sioux) peoples, territory that was also inhabited by the Oto-Missouria, Osage, and 
other indigenous peoples following the arrival of American and European settlers. 

We are committed to honoring these people and recognizing their tribulations  
by providing a a space for cultural exchange and learning.



Friday, June 3 
9:00 AM  Scholarship Awards and Presentations - Red Cloud Opera House
  Features pre-recorded presentations and a live Q&A for presenters in Red Cloud

10:30 AM  Panel 3: Willa Cather and Popular Authors - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium
  Speakers: Dr. John Swift, Occidental College (ret.) 
        “Puzzle and Passion: The Case of Willa Cather and Mary Roberts Rinehart” 
 
	 	 	 				Dr.	James	Jaap,	Penn	State	Greater	Allegheny
      “Literary Landscapes: Pulitzer Winners in Pittsburgh’s Hill District”

11:30 AM  Scholarship Luncheon - On the Brix, 437 N. Webster Street 
  Scholarship winners and families are invited to join us for a special luncheon.

  Conference attendees may enjoy lunch on your own in Red Cloud!

1:30 PM  Archivist’s Round Table: One of Ours at One Hundred - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium
  Speakers: Dr. Rebecca Faber, University of Nebraska-Lincoln (ret.) 
        Barbara Hustwit, College of Wooster (ret.)
        Tracy Sanford Tucker, National Willa Cather Center archivist
  
2:45 PM  Littleton Alston Presents “Willa Cather Comes Alive” - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium
  Sculptor Littleton Alston, creator of the brand new Willa Cather statue headed for the U.S. 
   Capitol’s Statuary Hall, will join us to share more about the development of the statue and  
   present an opportunity to purchase maquettes and support the installation of a Cather statue 
   in Red Cloud!



Friday, June 3, cont’d
4:00 PM  Artist Talk and Reception with Cassia Kite - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium
  Join Soundstitching artist Cassia Kite and Dr. Stacey Barelos for a short talk and composition 
   performance in the Opera House at 4:00! Afterward, we’ll move to the gallery to enjoy Kite’s  
   exhibition and talk one-on-one with the two artists.

5:00 PM Conference attendees may enjoy dinner on your own in Red Cloud!

7:00 PM  Invited Lecture - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium 
  Maureen Corrigan presents  “All the Glittering Prizes”
  NPR book critic Maureen Corrigan joins us in the Red Cloud Opera House for a lecture that  
   considers the backstage deliberations and decisions behind literary awards, informed by her  
   time as a juror for the Pulitzer Prize in Fiction. Corrigan’s remarks will also address how books  
   are valued and evaluated in our modern culture, and the role that she, as a critic, plays as she  
   reviews select works from the hundreds of advance reader copies she receives annually. 
  
  Corrigan will sign copies of her books following her talk, downstairs in the bookstore. 
   
  Corrigan’s appearance is made possible by the Nebraska Cather Collaborative and the Philip 
   and Helen Cather Southwick Fund at the University of Nebraska Foundation. The Nebraska  
  Cather Collaborative is a joint effort of the National Willa Cather Center and the University of  
   Nebraska’s Cather Project, the Willa Cather Archive, and the University of Nebraska Foundation 
   to promote Willa Cather’s life and work and to establish Nebraska as an essential destination  
  for Cather enthusiasts and scholars.

The Ames Writers Collective fosters conversation across cultural
divides, building and uplifting communities through the art of
storytelling, while advancing the literary arts in Ames, Iowa.

Ana McCracken, founder & president
www.ameswriterscollective.org | ana@ameswriterscollective.org | (515) 708-4694



Sat, Jun 04, 2022
8:45 AM  Coffee & Kolache To-Go - Red Cloud Opera House Gallery
  We encourage onsite participants to pick up a Spring Conference tradition— kolache and  
  coffee—before departing for Grace Episcopal or the Willa Cather Memorial Prairie. 
   Though none are anticipated at the time of printing, event and health-related restrictions may  
  be in place. Changes to this event will be announced if necessary.

9:00 AM  Celebrating Willa Cather at Willa Cather’s Home Church - Grace Episcopal, 500 N. Cedar
  Presented from Grace Episcopal Church and virtually on Whova

10:00 AM  Guided Prairie Walk and Readings
  Onsite participants may join our education staff at the Willa Cather Memorial Prairie for a guided 
   prairie experience. Along the way, we’ll share Cather readings that explore her relationship with  
   and feeling for the Nebraska prairie.

  Virtual participants can also enjoy readings and a virtual tour on Whova.

10:30 AM  Soundstitching on Site: Dr. Stacey Barelos at the Burlington Depot
  Join pianist Dr. Stacey Barelos and artist Cassia Kite for a second Soundstitching interlude!  
  Barelos will perform an original composition based on the Soundstitching of Red Cloud’s  
  Burlington Depot, a setting for many of Cather’s works and important theme in Cather’s own life.

1:00 PM  The Passing Show - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium
  This event is open to the public, both in-person and online, and is made possible thanks to 
  the support of Humanities Nebraska.

  Join panelists James English, Pat Leach, James Jaap, and Michael Schueth as they explore our  
   Spring Conference topic, “Literary Prizes: Acclaim and Controversy.” Moderated by Dr. Melissa  
   Homestead of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, our Spring Conference Academic Director,  
   this traditionally unstructured panel allows for significant exchange and inquiry into the larger
  questions surrounding our conference: Why do Cather’s words matter? What can she tell us
  about our experiences today?
  Speakers:  Dr. James English, University of Pennsylvania 
		 	 	 						Dr.	James	Jaap,	Penn	State	Greater	Allegheny 
         Pat Leach, Library Director at Lincoln City Libraries
         Dr. Michael Schueth, Collin College 
  Moderated by: Dr. Melissa Homestead, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

2:30 PM  Christian Ellenwood - Composer of “Children of the Moon”
  This event is open to the public, both in-person and online, and is made possible thanks to 
  the support of Humanities Nebraska.

  The winner of the Willa Cather Chamber Ensemble Competition, composer Christian Ellenwood  
  will discuss his work composing a new chamber production based on Cather’s Pulitzer Prize- 
  winning novel One of Ours. Ellenwood is a composer, clarinetist, and teacher working near  
  Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His compositions have been performed internationally and throughout  
  the United States at major venues such as Carnegie Hall.

3:45 PM Departure for One of Ours Tour of the George P. Cather House
  Travel by caravan to enjoy a visit to the George P. Cather house, one of the settings in Cather’s 
  Pulitzer Prize-winning novel One of Ours. George and Frances Cather were the parents of  
  Cather’s cousin, Grosvenor (G.P.) Cather, who inspired the character Claude in the novel.



  The George P. Cather house is privately owned and currently operates as a bed and breakfast.  
  While in the vicinity, you may visit the Catherton Cemetery, where many Cather relatives are 
  buried, and East Lawn Cemetery in Bladen, where G.P. Cather is buried.  
  (A map and details will be provided.)

3:45 PM  Literature Awards in the Classroom: A Case Study - NWCC Classroom and on Whova
  High school teacher Evan Mousseau organized a classroom book award contest for his 9th  
  graders, asking them to serve as readers and judges of novels that he himself had not  
  previously taught. Mousseau will discuss processes and impacts in this pre-recorded talk with  
   Education Coordinator Rachel Olsen. 

5:00 PM  Virtual Round Table Sessions - Presented on Whova
  As we wrap up our conference offerings, join Cather experts for round table sessions.  
  Hosted on Whova, our conference app, you can hop from topic to topic or dive deep  
  with just one session.
  Topics will decided by poll on Whova! Login to take the poll!

6:00 PM  Conference Banquet - Red Cloud Community Center, 142 W. 3rd Ave.
  Please note: no tickets to the banquet are available at the door.
  Doors open at 6:00 p.m., with dinner service beginning at 6:15 sharp!

7:30 PM  Children of the Moon Performance - Red Cloud Opera House Auditorium 
  Nebraska Chamber Players

  Join us as we celebrate another successful Spring Conference, which concludes with a  
  performance by the Nebraska Chamber Players on the Red Cloud Opera House stage. 
  Children of the Moon is a new composition by Christian Ellenwood based on Willa Cather’s  
  novel One of Ours, created for baritone voice and flute, clarinet, viola, cello, and piano.

June 22–25, 2023



Our Speakers and Panelists:
Dr. James English - Invited Lecture, June 2; The Passing Show, June 4 
English’s fields of research include the sociology and economics of culture; the history of literary studies as a discipline; and contemporary  
British fiction, film, and television. His book Comic Transactions (Cornell UP) explored the joke-work of the political unconscious in the British 
novel from Conrad and Woolf to Lessing and Rushdie. The Economy of Prestige (Harvard UP), a study of the history, functions, and effects of 
prizes in literature and the arts, was named Best Academic Book of 2005 by New York Magazine. His current book project is Beauty by the 
Numbers, a history of rating and ranking systems in literature and the arts. From 2011 to 2018 English directed the Penn Humanities Forum and 
oversaw its relaunching as the Wolf Humanities Center; he currently serves as the founding Faculty Director of the Price Lab for Digital  
Humanities. In fall 2016 English taught a course on literary awards, Novel of the Year, concurrently with a term as Chair of Judges for the Nation-
al Book Award for Fiction. 

Maureen Corrigan - Invited Lecture, June 3 
Maureen Corrigan, book critic for NPR’s Fresh Air, is The Nicky and Jamie Grant Distinguished Professor of the Practice in Literary Criticism at 
Georgetown University. She is an associate editor of and contributor to Mystery and Suspense Writers (Scribner) and the winner of the 1999  
Edgar Award for Criticism, presented by the Mystery Writers of America. In 2019, Corrigan was awarded the Nona Balakian Citation for  
Excellence in Reviewing by the National Book Critics Circle. Her book So	We	Read	On:	How	The	Great	Gatsby	Came	To	Be	and	Why	It	Endures 
was published by Little, Brown in September 2014. She is an expert in the work of F. Scott Fitzgerald, the literature of New York City, American 
detective fiction, American Women’s Autobiography, the work of American Public Intellectuals in the 20th century, and 19th century British 
poetry and prose. She received her Ph.D. and M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania with a concentration in the social criticism of Thomas 
Carlyle, John Ruskin and William Morris. For the past thirty-one years, Corrigan has been the weekly book critic on the Peabody Award-winning 
NPR program, ‘’Fresh Air.’’ Corrigan served as a juror for the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction, as a juror and panel head for the LA Times Book Prize 
for two consecutive years, and as advisor to the National Endowment for the Arts ‘’Big Read’’ Project. Her literary memoir, Leave Me Alone, I’m 
Reading (Random House) was published in 2005. 
 
Christian Ellenwood - Invited Lecture, June 4 
Christian Ellenwood is a composer, clarinetist, and teacher based near Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His compositions have been performed  
internationally and throughout the United States at major venues such as Carnegie Hall and at international concerts, festivals, and conferences, 
and his music has been broadcast over several major classical networks, including Chicago’s WFMT. He serves as Professor of Clarinet at the  
University of Wisconsin–Whitewater, where his contributions have received many commendations, including the W. P. Roseman Award, 
UW-Whitewater’s highest honor for excellence in teaching. He also assists with the Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra’s John Downey  
Creation project, sponsored by Present Music. Ellenwood composed “Prairie Spring,” performed by  Wisconsin Chamber Choir and a  
professional string orchestra in the Young Auditorium at UW-Whitewater. The piece was inspired by renowned American author Willa Cather, 
whose poem is also titled “Prairie Spring.” In 2020, Ellenwood was the winner of the Nebraska Chamber Players’ Willa Cather composition 
contest, which asked composers to adapt and respond to the literature of Willa Cather in development of a new creative work. Children of the 
Moon is a chamber music composition for baritone voice inspired by One of Ours.

Dr. Timothy Bintrim - Panel 1, June 2
Bintrim is Professor of English and Environmental Studies at Saint Francis University in Loretto, Pennsylvania. He is an often-published Cather 
scholar, including in Cather Sutdies and Willa Cather Review, and co-edited Cather Studies 13, based on research presented at the International 
Willa Cather Seminar in Pittsburgh, which he co-directed with James Jaap. 

Dr. Sarah Clere - Panel 1, June 2 *Whova broadcast only 
Sarah Clere lives in Charleston, South Carolina, and has taught many semesters of college literature and composition. Her work on Willa Cather 
has appeared in Cather Studies 9 and Studies in the Novel and is forthcoming in Cather Studies 14. 

Mitchell Egber - Panel 1, June 2 
Mitchell Egber is a practicing attorney with the Florida Office of the Attorney General. His expertise is criminal appeals, and he has argued  
cases before the Florida District Courts of Appeal, Florida Supreme Court and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals; previously he was an  
Assistant Public Defender with the state of Maryland. . He has a B.A. in History from the University of Maryland and a Juris Doctor from the  
University of Baltimore. A longtime admirer of Willa Cather’s work, “One of Ours” significantly furthered his admiration for her literary legacy. 

Dr. Matthew Evertson - Panel 2, June 2 
Evertson is professor of literature at Chadron State College currently teaching, researching and writing about regional influences upon the liter-
ature of the American West, with emphasis on the environmental humanities. Current writing projects include an exploration of the ecological 
themes surrounding “home” and “homes” in the works of Willa Cather, Mari Sandoz, Wright Morris and other Nebraska voices. 

Dr. Rebecca Faber - Archivist’s Roundtable, June 3
Aside from her extensive work as a creative writer, editor, and manuscript reader, Faber is a board member for Nebraska Center for the Book 
and the Nebraska Literary Heritage Association. She has published extensively on Cather, including in the Willa Cather Review and Teaching 
Cather, and her dissertation, All	the	World	Seemed	Touched	with	Gold, explored the George Cather family as source material for One of Ours.



Speakers, cont’d
Dr. John Flannigan - Panel 2, June 2 *Whova broadcast only
John H. Flannigan is a retired professor of English at Prairie State College, Chicago Heights, Illinois, where he taught American, African Ameri-
can, and British literatures and composition and was president of the faculty federation from 2004 to 2013. His essays on Cather and music have 
appeared in “Cather Studies” and “The Willa Cather Review,” and he is a member of the latter’s editorial board.
 
Dr. Melissa Homestead - Introductory Session, June 2; The Passing Show, June 4 
Homestead is Professor of English and Director of the Cather Project at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where her research and teaching 
focuses on American women’s writing and authorship. Her book on Willa Cather’s and Edith Lewis’s creative partnership, The Only Wonderful 
Things, was published in 2021. She is an editor of the Complete Letters of Willa Cather and is the Academic Director of this conference. 

Barb Hustwit - Archivist’s Roundtable, June 3
Hustwit’s extensive research on Cather’s prototypes includes the book Never Far from Home: Willa Cather, On Choosing Names from Frederick 
County, Virginia, for Her Literary Characters. Hustwit is retired from the College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio. 

Dr. James Jaap - Panel 3, June 3; The Passing Show, June 4 
Jaap is a Teaching Professor of English at Penn State Greater Allegheny, where his primary focus is teaching writing, composition, and literature 
courses. He is a member of the Willa Cather Foundation Board of Governors and is developing the Western Pennsylvania Art, Literature, and 
Culture Project, a center devoted to the study of art and literature in Western Pennsylvani.

Pat Leach - The Passing Show, June 4 
Leach has been the director of Lincoln City Libraries since 2008 but has more than forty years of library service to her credit. Calling herself “Lin-
coln’s most passionate reader,” Leach also hosts “All About Books,” a weekly book and book review program on Nebraska Public Media. She is 
active with the American Library Association and reviews its Notable Books list, but moreover she loves creating a community of readers. 

Evan Mousseau - Literature Awards in the Classroom, June 4 
Evan Mousseau teaches English at Brookline High School in Massachusetts, where he also advises the school’s movie club and a fellowship pro-
gram for student writers. In addition, he serves as an instructor in the English Education program at the Boston University Wheelock College of 
Education & Human Development. His work about teaching, reading, and writing has previously appeared in SixByEight Press. 

Rachel Olsen - Literature Awards in the Classroom, June 4
Olsen is the Education Coordinator at the NWCC. A former college English teacher and writing center director, Olsen works with teachers and 
students to develop and implement innovative English classroom experiences related to the teaching of the works of Willa Cather. Olsen also 
serves as the coordinator of our virtual Author Series programs and assists with conferences and other educational programs. 

Scott Riner - Panel 1, June 2
Riner is an English Literature major and Communication Arts minor at Saint Francis University in Loretto, Pennsylvania. He makes his first visit to 
Red Cloud and Catherland in 2022 after participating in a faculty-student grant-funded archival research project on Cather and the her  
Pennsylvania prototypes. Riner has served as both writer and editor of Troubadour, the student news outlet, and president of SFU’s Literary Club.

Dr. Michael Schueth - The Passing Show, June 4 
Michael Schueth is Professor of English at Collin College in Dallas. He received his PhD from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2005; his dis-
sertation focused on Willa Cather and the Pulitzer. He is a past editor of Mowing Tree, a Cather journal originating with UNL’s Cather  
Colloquium. He has published regularly on Cather and culture, including in Cather Studies and Willa Cather Review. 

Dr. John Swift - Panel 3, June 3
John N. Swift taught English at Occidental College in Los Angeles from 1981 until his 2019 retirement. He is the author of essays on Cather and 
other American writers of the 19th and 20th centuries, and the co-editor of Willa Cather and the American Southwest (2002). A past President of 
the Willa Cather Foundation board, he was an issue editor of the Willa Cather Review and now lives with his wife and occasional collaborator, the 
environmental scientist Cheryl C. Swift, with their dogs in Georgetown, Maine. 

Tracy Sanford Tucker - Archivist’s Roundtable, June 3 
Education director and certified archivist, Tucker oversees the NWCC collections and archives and associated programs. Her research focuses 
on Willa Cather and the physical and cultural landscape of the Great Plains. She is an Affiliate Fellow of the Center for Great Plains Studies. Her 
publications include the Willa Cather Review, The New Territory Magazine, and a chapter in Unknown No More: Recovering Sanora Babb (2021). 

Dr. Kim Vanderlaan - Panel 2, June 2 
Kim Vanderlaan teaches composition, theory, and American literature at California University of Pennsylvania. She has published on James, 
Wharton, Cather and Hemingway in numerous journals including American Literary Realism, Cather Studies, Journal of American Culture,  
Journal of American Studies, Willa Cather Review and Western American Literature. She was a co-editor of Cather Studies 13.  



H O T E L  G A R B E R
The Final Chapter of Our Campaign for the Future

Hotel Garber will be a 26-room boutique hotel in downtown Red Cloud. The facility will help achieve tourism  
development and downtown revitalization goals by rehabilitating the Potter Block building, a 1901 structure that has 
been vacant and decaying for over twenty years. The hotel’s name is a nod to Silas Garber, a founder of Red Cloud, the 
third Governor of Nebraska, and prototype for Captain Forrester in Willa Cather’s A Lost Lady. When fully restored, 
the building will provide much-needed lodging for tourists and expanded meeting facilities for events and retreats.  
It will allow visitors to the National Willa Cather Center to stay longer to enjoy the museum, the historic sites, the 
town, the Cather Prairie, and other scenic places Cather loved. In the first ten years of operation, Hotel Garber is  
projected to add up to ten new jobs and generate $6.7 million in revenue and $800,000 in sales and lodging taxes,  
providing meaningful economic development for the community of Red Cloud. With your help, construction could begin  
later this year.

Please Help Us Reach Our Goal
To date, we’ve raised 80% of our $6.5 million goal. Please consider joining us by supporting the project in one of 
two ways: as an investor or a charitable donor. Projections indicate that an investor can expect a 4% annualized  
return on their investment, and $25,000 buys one unit of ownership in Red Cloud Hotel, LLC. Additionally, naming and  
recognition opportunities are available for those who choose to support through a tax-deductible charitable gift to the  
National Willa Cather Center.

For more information, please contact:
Ashley Olson, Executive Director

(402) 746-2653 or aolson@willacather.org



413 N. Webster Street 
Red Cloud, NE 68970 
(402) 746-2653  
www.WillaCather.org 
www.VirtualCather.org



Community events are made possible through the support of Humanities Nebraska, Nebraska Arts Council, and Nebraska Cultural Endowment, as 
well as the National Endowment for the Humanities. Funding has also been provided to the Willa Cather Foundation from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) as part of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021. NEH is committed to Sustaining the Humanities through the 
American Rescue Plan (SHARP). Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily reflect the 
views of Humanities Nebraska, Nebraska Cultural Endowment, or the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
NOVELISTS 
Humanities Nebraska
Nebraska Cather Collaborative
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Cather Project
John A (Jay) Yost & G. Wade Leak

NOVELLA WRITERS 
Ana McCracken - Ames Writers Collective

ESSAYIST 
Marion & Patricia Arneson   Paul & Lynette Krieger

POETS
Virgil & Dolores Albertini  Daniel Deffenbaugh     Larry & Lyn Fenwick   
Thomas Reese Gallagher    Sydney Green & William Lord   James & Angela Jaap     
Bernard & Nancy Picchi  Glenda Pierce & Jeff Kirkpatrick  Mark & Linda Robison   
James & Angela Southwick  Kim & Brett Vanderlaan   Rebecca Pinker,  
           in memory of Jana Pinker

EDITORS
Donna Becker   Doug Boilesen   Dr. Gary Cook       Will Dunfey 
John Flannigan   Anne Forsyth   GTA Insurance Group       Richard Harris 
Ruth H. Keene    Sharon Kohout  LIPS Printing Service       Abigail Loomis 
C. Kay Stahly  Sally Stich 

JOURNALISTS
Cheryl Arends  Shayna Foote   Garwood & McCracken Law Office 
Patricia Meisinger   Ashley & Tyler Olson  Jarrod McCartney & Rachel Olsen 
Charles & Nancy Peek  Amy Springer  Robert & Debbie Thacker   
Ardis Yost



Our Mission: To promote Willa Cather’s 
legacy through education, preservation, and 
the arts.
 
Our Vision: To become a premier cultural center 
that offers broad educational opportunities for 
patrons to experience Cather’s work, explore 
historic landmarks related to her life and times, 
foster their own creativity, and embrace the arts 
and humanities.

For more information:

Ashley Olson, Executive Director 
The Willa Cather Foundation 

(402) 746-2653 or aolson@willacather.org

Extend Your Impact, Inspire Others

THE CATHER LEGACY SOCIETY

“There are always dreamers on the frontier.” 
—O Pioneers!

Membership in the Cather Legacy Society is open  
to those who share the desire to ensure that their 
support of the Willa Cather Foundation continues 
beyond their lifetimes.

The generosity of Cather Legacy Society members 
will enable the Willa Cather Foundation to make 
a lasting impact. Your personal legacy will benefit 
generations to come, inspire others, and provide 
financial security while allowing the Willa Cather 
Foundation to engage in long-range planning.

Gifts will ensure that we fulfill our mission, and 
building upon our distinctiveness as an  
organization that fosters scholarship, preserves 
treasured sites and collections, and presents 
valuable educational and cultural programs.

THE CATHER LEGACY SOCIETY

What Experiences Will  
Your Legacy 

Inspire?

“. . . that is happiness; to be dissolved 
into something complete and great.” 

—My Ántonia



This fully restored and modernized 1886 Queen Anne sets in the neighborhood that Willa Cather called 
“Quality Street.” The beautifully refurbished original features of  the home are showcased in three lovely 
sitting rooms, a dining room, a new kitchen, and three beautiful bedrooms with private baths. The house 
features heated marble and tile floors, central air and heat, a remote-control gas fireplace, all-house Wi-Fi 
and sound system, a wrap-around porch with rocking chairs, two patios, an ornamental garden fountain, 
and much more.

The Kaley House was lovingly restored by John A (Jay) Yost and his husband, Wade Leak, as their second 
home. They enjoy the quiet surroundings of  south-central Nebraska whether they’re in town for a few 
days of  vacation or taking a break from New York during the pandemic.  No matter the reason for their 
stay, Red Cloud always feels like home.

Red Cloud offers a number of  properties that are ready for a new lease on life. Interested in making Red 
Cloud home? Jay and Wade can tell you how.

And while you’re in town (….or not),  
take yourself  on a virtual tour of   
downtown Red Cloud’s wonderful past  
at www.walkredcloud.com. Compiled by 
Suzi Yost Schulz, you can explore more than 
fifty buildings and sites with descriptions, 
photos and quotes describing how each  
piece of  the downtown’s physical history 
played a part in the town’s history.  Why 
wait?  Visit Red Cloud virtually!

The Kaley House

Charles and Cyrelia (Whidney) Kaley finished their home in 1886.   
Jay Yost and Wade Leak restored it over seventeen years.


