


"A SENSE OF PLACE" Continued

Now, | always wondered why Mr. Luce, eclectic
though he was in all of his thinking, would be inter-
ested in Cather, And it wasn’t until yesterday, at the
depot when | was talking to Harry Obitz (WCPM
Board), that | got an inkling of why that was. It turns
out that Harry was working as a golf professional for
Fred Waring at the time. He had met, in the course
of his golf games, a man called Jim Linen. Jim Linen
was an executive of Time, Incorporated. He was also
a nephew of Henry Luce, founder of 7ime and Life.
I believe that Harry Obitz, with his Red Cloud con-
nections, talked about Cather to Linen, who must
surely have talked to Henry Luce about this remark-
able prairie author. And I’'m now sure that that was
the genesis of Luce’'s interest in Cather. So when |
turned up willing to go ahead with that, they said,
"Sure, go ahead and do Willa Cather.” | said, "Well
it may mean my visiting Red Cloud, and Quebec,
where Shadows on the Rock was set, and Santa Fe,
where Death Comes for the Archbishop was set. It
might mean my going there quite a lot." They said,
"Go ahead. Shoot the works; do what you want."
As a result, Rosemarie and | started off on Literary
America. | came immediately to Red Cloud. While all
this was going on, a former schoolteacher from
Inavale (about seven miles west of here), the wife of
Dr. Wilbur Bennett, had become very much inter-
ested in Willa Cather. | was told by Don Connors
(WCPM Board) that a friend had brought Shadows
on the Rock to her in 1932, which was the begin-
ning of her interest. She became more and more
interested in Cather and at one point wrote to Life
and said she had discovered that a lot of the places
that Cather wrote about were near Red Cloud and in
Webster County. Would they be interested in send-
ing a photographer to do a story? The answer was
"No. We're not interested at all.” Suddenly, she got
a message that a photographer was coming from
New York to do what she was dying to do anyhow.

Bennett was, by this time, well aware of Cather’'s

preoccupation with two very important things: the
sense of place for Webster County, which Cather
left long before she wrote O Pioneers!, and the
existence on the prairie of a cultural clash between
the white Anglo-Saxon, Protestant culture, if you
like, and the immigrant cultures, the Bohemians, the
Germans, the Swedes, who had come to this part of
the country. Mildred was quite familiar with Cather's
preoccupation with cultural clashes, and if there was
ever such a clash, it was between Mildred Bennett,
the recent Seventh Day Adventist from Inavale, and
me, an irreverent New Yorker. When | got to Red
Cloud, poor Mildred was very nervous. Who was this
character who had come out from the slums of New
York to the prairies of Nebraska to do such a sensi-
tive story? But we hit it off very well. Wilbur gave us
an old Packard and we set off on our first trip to do
Willa Cather Country. Mildred had done her research

absolutely thoroughly. She knew all of the places
that Cather wrote about, and she had a list of the
quotations from the various Cather works which
described these places. It was difficult from a
meteorological and seasonal point of view so |
decided that | would come here for the four seasons
of the year. | did exactly that. Mildred and | drove
around Webster County in all weathers in the elderly
Packard. Webster County weather cooperated com-
pletely. In the wintertime we had below zero weath-
er and had to bring the cameras inside the car and
thaw the shutters against the car heater before we
could photograph the winter scenes. Mildred would
phone me in New York when the crops began to get
ripe so that we could get the proper pictures of
winter wheat coming up. She phoned me in the fall
when the leaves began to turn. | came back to Red
Cloud four times. | spent approximately four months
on the story and the amount of money that it cost
Life paid for the doing of Literary America, which
came out the following year. While | was here |
discovered that Mildred too had a book. She was
familiar with Cather’s sense of place, and familiar, of
course, with Cather's remarkable literary style, the
so-called "unfurnished novel.” She said, "Do you
suppose | could get this book published?”, and |
said, "Well, I'li ask our publisher if he would be
interested.” | phoned our publisher from Red Cloud.
He said, "Yes, I'd be very much interested in seeing
the book but | will only publish it if you will edit it.”
This put me in a rather difficult, blackmailing situa-
tion.

The only way that | could continue to get along
with Mildred was to say I'd be glad to edit her book.
| did indeed do that. Mildred came to New York in
1950 and we sat in a little flat on East 58th Street
where Rosemarie and | were living before our chil-
dren were born. And the picture, if you can bear it,
of Mildred sitting in the back room of a tiny flat in
Manhattan writing about the vast world of Willa
Cather is really something to conjure with. In one
week we finished The World of Willa Cather. It was
published the following year under that name. The
Life story was then about to come out. The manag-
ing editor said, "What shall we call it?” and | said,
"Let's call it 'The World of Willa Cather,’ that’s what
Mildred Bennett is calling her book." And he said
"No. We're not going to give publicity to somebody
else’s book. We'll change the name of the story to
'Willa Cather Country’."” And that, briefly, is the tale
of how it all happened.

Special Exhibit at the Depot
"The Magical Essense of
Wifla Cather’s Childhood”™
Original Acrylics by Linda Lambrecht Stych
Owned by Anne Wagner and Gary Gruenemeier




E.G. MARSHALL Continued

Iceman he developed a lasting
friendship with Eugene O’Neill,
who personally directed the actor
in this and five other of his plays.

Marshall's career would have
interested Cather. He was prairie
born, in Owatonna, Minnesota, to
Norwegian parents and was edu-
cated at Carleton College and the
University of Minnesota. He left
Minnesota .in 1933 for Chicago
and the Federal Theater. After
four years he headed for New
York and eventually triumphed in
O’Neill’'s play. E. G., his wife
Judith, and their three children
live on a seven-acre farm in Bed-
ford, New York.

Building Hours
of
Operation, May 2

B WCPM Art Gallery/
Bookstore
8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
4:30-6:00 p.m.

) Cather Historical Center
Museum i
8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

O Cather Childhood Home
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
4:30-5:30 p.m.

B} Grace Episcopal Church
1:00-2:00 p.m.

B st. Juliana Catholic
Church
1:00-2:00 p.m.

B Burlington Depot
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
4:30-6:00 p.m.
Exhibit and Book Signing

Authors of Books and
Essays Will Be
at the Burlington Depot
from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
for Autograph Session.

37th Annual Cather Spring Conference
SATURDAY, MAY 2, 1992

8:00-10:00 a.m.
Registration, coffee and kolache
WCPM Art Gallery and Bookstore, 326 North Webster

8:30 a.m.
Mass — Father Charles Peek, officiating
Grace Episcopal Church, 6th and Cedar

9:45 a.m.
Mass — Father Stanley Schieffer, officiating
St. Juliana Catholic Church, 3rd Avenue and South Walnut

10:45 a.m.
Tour — Tour departs from Bennett Building
3rd Avenue and Webster Street

1:00 p.m.
Lunch
Lincoin Elementary School, South Entrance, 3rd and Cherry

2:30-4:30 p.m.
"The Passing Show™ — A roundtable discussion of
*Reading Obscure Destinies”
Susan Rosowski, Moderator
Lincoln Efementary School, South Entrance, 3rd and Cherry

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Exhibit "The Magical Essense of Willa Cather’s Childhood”
4:30-6:00 p.m.
Exhibit Continues
Book and Journal Signing
at Burlington Depot
Refreshments, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Courtesy of Catherland Federated Women’s Club

7:00 p.m.

Banquet — E. G. Marshall, Guest Performer
John Kunz, Original Musical Entertainment
Ron Hull, Master of Ceremonies
High School Gymtorium, 7th and Webster

¢ ¢

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY

Immediately following the banquet
Red Cloud Country Club
2 miles east of Red Cloud, Hwy. 136, and % mile north

¢ ¢

Cather Buildings are opened courtesy of
" The Cather Historical Center, Nebraska State Historical Society
John Lindahl, curator

(More Conference News on Page 5)
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Willa Cather Newsletter
Spring Conference News Issue

Editor: John J. Murphy, Brigham Young Univer-
sity

News Editor: Patricia K. Phillips, WCPM

Bibliographer: Virgil Albertini, Northwest
Missouri State University

Editorial Assistant: Sally Murphy, Provo, Utah

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Bruce P. Baker, University of Nebraska at
Omaha

Susan J. Rosowski, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln

Merrill M. Skaggs, Drew University

David Stouck, Simon Fraser University

Loretta Wasserman, Annapolis, Maryland

" Willa Cather Newsletter welcomes articles
and notes for its Literary Annual and other
issues. Address submissions to WCPM, 326
North Webster, Red Cloud, Nebraska 68970.
Essays and notes are currently listed in the
annual MLA Bibliography.

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE WILLA CATHER PIONEER MEMORIAL
® By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contributor:

BENEFACTOR ........0oo0cuese $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron . .....ooevacsaorenscs $100.00
ASSOCIAtE « . v e v vt e ne 50.00
Sustaining . ....oceeoceranons 30.00
Family .....cccnecenennnvans 20.00
Individual ......cccneeoaccanes 15.00

Foreign Subscription, add $5.00 to membership category.
WCPM members receive:
Newsletter subscription
Free guided tour to restored buildings
® By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers, and
publications to the Museum.
e By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of
Governors.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965

AIMS OF THE WCPM

® To promote and assistin the development and preservation of
the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, in association with the
Nebraska State Historical Society.

® To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather.

® To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.

® To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work of
Willa Cather.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Keith Albers Robert E. Knoli John J. Murphy
William Thomas Betty Kort Harry Obitz
Auld, M.D. Mellanee Kvasnicka Susan Rosowski

Bruce P. Baker, U Elia Cather Lewis
+ Mildred R. Bennett Lucia Woods

Don E. Connors Lindley

Alicia Engstrom Catherine Cather

James L. Fitzgibbon Lowell

Josephine Frisbie John March

David Garwood Dale McDole

Robert Harwick Miriam Mountford

Ron Hull William Mountford

Patricia K. Phillips, Director
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