








On Wednesday the group trav-
elled by bus along the “High
Road to Taos” to see the rustic
mountain villages of Chimayd
and Truchas, which Cather men-
tions in her book. Once in the
Taos area, conferees visited the
restored Martinez Hacienda and
then the Taos Pueblo. The day
closed with a Southwest barbe-
cue at Sagebrush inn, overfook-
ing Taos's Sacred Blue Moun-
tains. There was just time for a
visit to the hotel room where
Georgia O'Keeffe painted in the
late 1920’s. The last stop was a
photographer's delight at the
most-photographed church in
America, the Church of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi at Ranchos de
Taos, before the desert-sunset
ride back to the College of Santa
Fé.

The Fourth National Cather
Seminar was dedicated to the
late Mildred R. Bennett, pioneer
in Cather studies and in the

preservation of Red Cloud and
Webster County sites asso-
ciated with Cather. The seminar
was co-sponsored by the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln and the
Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial
and Educational Foundation.
Directors were Susan J. Rosow-
ski, and Patricia K. Phillips,
assisted by David Harrell
(University of New Mexico). They
and their staff deserve bouquets
for high quality papers and
“epitomes in New Mexico.” Ma-
jor funding was made possible
by grants from the Nebraska
Humanities Council and the
New Mexico Endowment for the
Humanities.

As for the Fifth National Sem-
inar in 1993, plans are underway
— Quebec? Pittsburgh? Ne-
braska?

Aho!

Polly Duryea
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln

O Pioneers! on Stage

Last January, at the Hunting-
ton Theatre Company in Boston,
Willa Cather’'s O Pioneers! came
to the stage. The production,
adapted by Darrah Cloud and
directed by Kevin Kuhlke, met
with luke-warm reviews, such as
that of the New York Times
(1/28/90), which noted that “Ms.
Cloud has been unable to find a
substantial dramatic equivalent
for Miss Cather’'s prose.” Fair
enough as drama criticism, and
a perceptive assessment of a
central fear for Cather, who
sought even through her will to
prohibit such transformations of
her works. With Cather's work
coming into the public domain,
however, the question of how it
will be handled on the stage or
in fllm becomes an increasingly
interesting one. Fortunately, Ms.
Cloud's work is more interpreta-
tion than transformation, and
while it does not match Cather’s
eloquence, nor ironically for
theater — fully captures the

vitality of the novel, it suc-
cessfully dramatizes the strength
and vision of Alexandra Bergson
and her compelling identifica-
tion with the land.

Importantly, the production in
Boston took few liberties with
Cather’s text, encompassing the
full scope of the novel with a
literalness which might in some
ways please Cather herself.
Faithfulness, however, seemed
initially to impede the dramatic
action. The early scenes un-
folded in somewhat episodic
fashion across a simple, unclut-
tered set (a true Cather
‘““scene”), and heavy Scandina-
vian accents kept some of the
players teetering on the brink of
caricature. It was not until Alex-
andra took her place as the pro-
duction’s central concern that
theatrical tricks to identify time
and place became less bother-
some. Mary McDonnell's ex-
tremely sensitive interpretation
of Alexandra became the pro-
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duction’s compelling, unifying
force. ‘Her transformation from
young woman burdened with her
father’s legacy, to successful
farmer, to embiem of the land Is
this adaptation’s true focus, and
the strength of the performance
prevented sentimentallty about
the Pioneer Age from overcom-
ing the harsh reality of taming
and loving the land. All the great
qualities which form Alexan-
dra’s character came to life and
gave the drama its shape.

One would like to have seen
such depth in other characters
as well, but only Crazy Ivar (John
Carpenter), who intuitively
“knows” the land as Alexandra
does, in any way shared center
stage with her. Insofar as their
understanding of each other
comes through mutual love for
the land, their friendship and
kinship in Ms. Cloud’s adapta-
tion served as counterpoint to
other relationships in the play
less satisfying . Carl Linstrum
(Randle Mell) seemed, perhaps,
too unsettled and uneasy with
himself, too much a mismatch
for the clear-headed Alexandra.
Oscar (Douglas Krizner) and Lou
(Christopher Council), her
brothers, were too weighted
down by their heavy boots as
young, untried farmers, and too
obviously constricted by their
new clothes as successful land-
owners. Annie Lee (Kate Phelan),
Alexandra’s sister-in-law, de-
volved to an unconvincing
parody of the Mid-western mid-
dle class, lacking any real sense
of value, and shrill in displaying
her shallowness. Perhaps most
disappointing, however, was the
lack of dramatic integration of
the critical sub-plot of Emil (Neil
Maffin) and Marie’'s (Jennifer
Rohn) passionate, illicit love.
The pain and horror of it was
there, but that story never fully
meshed with the story of Alex-
andra’s passion for the land.

Yet, curiously, a great sense
of the spirit of O Pioneers! and
of Cather prevailed. Many
scenes were thoughtfully com-
posed to suggest the richness












Kara Choquette
(Continued)

coming home, 1 realize how
much | love Nebraska, the place
of my birth. | appreciate the
open sky filled with the sounds
of migrating cranes. | appreciate
the iand, from the great ex-
panses of prairie to the uniform-
ly tilled fields. | appreciate the
rivers and the family fun canoe-
ing down the Republican. But

most of all, | appreciate my Ne-

braska roots, because no matter
where | go, | know { can always
come back to this place called
home.”

First runner-up in the Norma
Ross Walter Scholarship com-
petition was Shauna Boyd from
Kearney High School; second
runner-up was Sharon Burke,
Elwood High School. The Foun-
dation is pieased with the high-
caliber applicants for this award
and wishes the scholars well on
their roads of life.

Dale McDole, an educator
from Omaha and a member of
the WCPM Board of Governors,
and Dan Studer, junior high
teacher from Lincoln, spent
hours reading and re-reading the
95 appilications received before

determining the six finalists for
the scholarship. A committee of
five then scrutinized the resu-
mes and essays submitted by
the students and determined the
winner. We are grateful to all of
these people, but especially
grateful to Mr. McDole and Mr.
Studer for the care and diligence
given the long initial screening
process.

This fall, the scholarship en-
dowed by Norma Ross Walter
will help four Nebraska girls, all
majoring in English at different
institutions, attend college.

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE N THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION
¢ By being a Cather Memorial Member & financial contributor:
BENEFACTOR ......civnniinniinnn .. $1,000.00 and over

ANNUAL MEMBERSH{PS
Patron .........cccvevvennnnn .. $100.00
Associate ....... Metacerasaanen 50.00
Sustaining ..................... 25.00
Family ........ccciiiiiiiinans 15.00
Individual ..........ccvvveenen.n 10.00

Foreign Subscription-add $5.00
to membership category

WCPM members receive:
Newsletter subscription

AIMS OF THE WCPM ,
To promote and assist in the development and preservation
of the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, in association with the Ne-
braska State Historical Society.
To cooperate with the. Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Wiila Cather.
To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.
To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work
of Willa Cather.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS )
Susan J. Rosowskl

Free guided tour to restored buildings
* By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers,

and publications to the Museum.

¢ By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of

Governors.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND

Keith Albers

Bruce P. Baker, Il
Mildred R. Bennett t
W. K. Bennett, M.D.

William Thomas Auld, M.D.

Robert E. Knoll
Elia Cather Lewis David E. Scheman
Lucla Woods Lindiey C. Bertrand Schultz
Catherine Cather Loweil Marian Schuitz

John March Margaret Cather Shannon

Don E. Connors Dale McDole Betty Sherwood
Josephine Frisble Miriam Mountford Helen Cather Southwick .
David Garwood John J. Murphy Marcella Van Meter

Ron Hull

BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Harry Obitz

Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965

Patricia K. Phillips, Director

Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial

326 North Webster  Red Cloud, Nebraska 68970
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