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who together make up the charac-
ter of Blind d'Arnault in My An-
tonia.

This year the depot was given
over to the Nebraska State Quilt
Guild Exhibition, a collection of
some of the finest handwork | have
ever seen.

Each item on the 7 o'clock ban-
gquet menu was accompanied by a
passage from My Antonia, and
what a delicious meal we had,
from Earily Garden Salad to Charlie
Harling’s Hickory Nut Cake, with
iced tea, coffee and stimulating
conversation between. The appe-
tizer was musical: “Le Donna é
mobile” from Giuseppe Verdi's
Rigoletto, sung by tenor Daniel
McKinney; ‘‘The Last Rose of Sum-
mer’’ from Martha by Friedrich von
Flowtow, sung by baritone Marsh-
all Christensen; and “O Promise
Me" from Robin Hood by Reginaid
de Koven, also sung by Christen-
sen.

Our after dinner entertainment
consisted of selections from
Verdi’s La Traviata sung by colora-
tura soprano June Schock {Vio-
letta), McKinney (Alfredo) and
Christensen (Pere Germont). [Dr.
James Johnson directed the string
ensemble from the Hastings Sym-
phony Orchestra. Harrold Shiffler]
narrated the program, which, of
course, was drawn from Cather’s
description of the opera’s per-
formance in My Antonia. The mu-
sician’s performance was superb
and engendered a standing ovation
at its conclusion. What better way
than this, | thought, to end such a
deeply satisfying day? Willa Cather
would have loved it. So did I.

Kristin Guild (Continued)

the Biology Career Workshop at
the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coin. .. :

The first runner-up in competi-
tion was Darcie L. Schanou of
- Aurora. The second alternate was
Rebecca R. Berens of Seward. Our
congratulations and best wishes to
all who participated.
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On Reading Willa

Cather’s O Pioneers! -

Thoughts and feelings
Rise out of these pages
Like grains of wheat from the prairie:

Friendship —
people with people
people with the land

Trust broken —
young with old
old with young

Trust fulfiled —
through suffering
through love

Love shared —
without freedom
without response

Love shared —
patiently
silently

Death —
a letting go for the old
a new life for the young
Life —
new grains for the land
new roads for the people

Land —
- taking
giving
stretching
calling back its people
from new roads
with a promise of

Friendship

Trust

Love

Death

Life - Sr. Adele Edwards, '86

Answers to Cather

Puzzie, #1
by Robert H. Kurth
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1988 Prairie Workshop

Prairie  Workshop, 6-10 June,
convened in Red Cloud with Dr.
James Work of the University of
Colorado, Fort Collins on literature
and writing and Dr. Ty Harrison of
Westminster College, Salt Lake
City on botany and ecology. Twen-
ty teachers, writers and other inter-
ested persons participated.

Literary discussion encom-
passed Loren Eisley's The Im-
mense Journey, Willa Cather’'s My
Antonia and Mari Sandoz's Slo-
gum House, with excerpts from
John Neihardt's Cycle of the West.
Stan Smith, student and friend of
John Neihardt, discussed teaching
Neihardt in the schools of Ne-
braska.

Ecology studies included two
trips to the Cather Memorial Prairie
and one tour of Antonia country.
Kay Young of Fontenelle Forest
and Ty Harrison with help from Ann
Billesbach, Curator of the Cather
Historical Center, and Pat Phiilips
of the Cather Foundation, gathered
prairie plants and cooked a prairie
breakfast which delighted and in-
formed the group.

We are now forming plans for
the 1989 Workshop.

* % *

Excerpts from comments by
participants

| felt a sense of renewal when |
spent one week in June, 1988 at
the Prairie Workshop in Red Cloud,
Nebraska. This ambience provided
the perfect setting for Dr. Harri-
son's plea that we preserve addi-
tional sanctuaries of virgin prairie.

“| sat beneath the shade of a
muiberry tree transplanted from
China and transcended this reaim
for Cather’s space. | heard the
Prairie Symphony broadcast on the
wave length of the meadowlark’s
fitt.”

Donna Kortje
Norfolk, Nebraska

* * *

“An exciting, fast-paced experi-
ence that shows one — through
direct contact — the relationship

(Continued on Next Page)



Cather Puzzle, #2
By Robert H. Kurth

After the Cather Seminar of 1987, Dr. 8
Robert H. Kurth of Prairie Village, Kansas,
sent two crossword puzzles, the following
is the second one. Answers will be printed

in a following issue.

ACROSS
2 Confidant and biographer (8)

8 Willa’s grandmother: model for *“Old

Mrs. Harris” (4)

9 "Autobiography’’ of 8. 8. McClure

written by .

()
10 Nebraska folklorist-friend of Cather (5)

13 The Love of Lucy (9)

15 Willa’s sister (7)

17 Wilia’s world broken in

in nineteen

twenty- )
18 “'Red” but not ‘Big Red"* (5)
19 Cather’s publisher (5)
21  Prototype of Antonia (7)
25 Pertains to 6 Down (4)

27 Biographer of Cather and restorer

of Catheriand (7)
28 Cather wrote treatise on this
English author (7)

DOWN

Cather county (7)

Scholarly author on Cather’s
Romanticism (8)

Climate of Panther Canyon (4)
Credited author of book on
Mary Baker Eddy (7)

Bird in the title of Cather's
‘‘autobiographical novel”
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7 Childhood name (6)
11 O Pioneers!, a
pastoral (8)

12 Destinies (7)

14 What the cruciform tree was
for Latour (6)

16 Over Forty
(3)

20 Dr. McKeeby,
for Dr. Archie (5)

22 Sung by Thea (4)

23 Heroine of one of the
Nebraska novels (4)

24 Great all
Cather devotees owe to 27
Across (4)

26 of Qurs (3)

1988 Prairie Workshop
_, (Continued) '

between science and literature.
Diversification offered in the work-
shop is probably its strong point,
Even meal times often turn into dis-
cussion sessions on various auth-
- ors, with professionals from sever-
al different backgrounds sharing
their perspectives. One also be-
comes aware of the immense dedi-
cation of many persons toward
preservation of the Cather heritage
and an appreciation and love for
two of Nebraska’s greatest re-
Sources: its land and its people.”
Rose Mary Datus
McCook, Nebraska

w w w

“I have always wanted to come
to Red Cloud and this visit far ex-
ceeded my expectations.”

Lisa Kae Anderson
Norfolk, Nebraska

Poetry and Fiction
Writing Festival

The University of Nebraska-
Omaha'’s Creative Writing Program
in cooperation with four other state
college campuses will host the
Third Annual Poetry and Fiction
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Writing Festival October 6, 7 and 8
on the UNO campus.

The conference, supported by a
grant from the Nebraska Commit-
tee for the Humanities, will focus
on the theme “‘Regionalism: Put-
ting Literature in lts Place and
Time.” A series of panels and read-
ings are scheduled, with featured
guest novelist Ellen Gilchrist.

For a complete schedule of
events contact:

Richard Duggin
UNO Writers’ Workshop
ASH 212 -
University of Nebraska-Omaha
Omaha, Nebraska 68182
(402) 554-4801






