





works as a library assistant., She
plans to teach high school English.

The 1988 winner will be an-
nounced in March. Each year one
Nebraska high school senior girl
graduate who wishes to major in
English at the university of her
choice, receives a scholarship
which, if she maintains her grade
average and continues in English,
would amount to $8,000.00 for her
four year term.

See the special Cather
display on May 7 at the Web-
ster County Museum, 4th and
Frankiin. Allow 30 minutes.

Prairie Workshop

The Cather Foundation and the
Cather Historical Center, in con-
nection with Kearney State Col-
lege, will offer a Prairie Workshop
(Course 491-591) June 6-10 at
which two graduate credit hours
may be earned. Credits may be
gained in Literature or Biological
Sciences. Cost for the two-hour
course will be $150.00. Registra-
tion will be limited to 25. To insure
_aplace for you in this class, send a
$25.00 deposit to The Willa Cather
Pioneer Memorial, 326 North Web-
ster, Red Cloud, Nebraska 68970.
Students who have never taken
credit at Kearney State must aiso
pay a $10.00 matriculation fee.

Teachers for this course are Dr.
Ty Harrison of Salt Lake City, Utah,
specialist in ecology, botany and
biology, and Dr. James Work of
Colorado State at Fort Collins,
Colorado. Dr. Work teaches Eng-
lish, writes of nature and other
related topics and does expert
photography. Supplementary in-
structors are William Whitney,
prairie expert of Aurora, Nebraska;
Kay Young of the Fontenelle
Forest in Omaha; Ron Hull, pro-
gram director of National Public
Television; Ann Billesbach, curator
of the Cather Historical Center:
and Mildred R. Bennett of the Ca-
ther Foundation.

Students will have the rare privi-
lege of working with experts. If this
registration is not filled, the course
must be cancelled.

33rd Annual Cather Spring Conference
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 1988

8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Registration, coffee and kolache — Cather Foundation Art Gallery and
Book Store, 326 North Webster.

8:30 a.m.
Mass — Grace Episcopal Church, 6th and Cedar, Father Theron R.
Hughes, Jr., officiating.

9:45 a.m.
Mass — St. Juliana Catholic Church, 3rd Avenue and South Walnut, Fa-
ther Frank Leiblinger, officiating.

10:45 a.m.
A Visit to My Antonia Country — Tour departs from Cather Foundation
Building, 326 North Webster. Visit Antonia’s home, prairie dog town, the
suicide grave, Harling house, Wick Cutter's place and others.

12:30 p.m.
Lunch — Vet’s Hall, 3rd and Cedar
1:30-3:00 p.m.
“The Passing Show’ — Vet's Hall, 3rd and Cedar. Panel: My Antonia.
3:15-4:00 p.m.
Vet's Hall — Plantation Melodies and Compositions by Blind Tom and

Blind Boone. Pianist, Karen Gullickson.

7:00 p.m.
Banquet — Operatic Concert. High School Gymtorium, 7th and Webster.

Following banquet and entertainment, Wine and Cheese Party, Red
Cloud Country Club, two miles east on Highway 136 and 2 mile north.

8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. and 3:15-5:00 p.m.
Cather Foundation Art Gallery and Book Store — Open, 326 North Web-
ster.

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Open — Cather Historical Center, 338 North Webster

Open House — Cather Childhood Home — 9:30 a.m.-1 2:30 p.m.
3:00-5:00 p.m.

Open House — Burlington Depot — 12:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Nebraska State Quilt Guild Exhibition at Depot. Refresh-
ments courtesy of Catherland Federated Women's Club
(4:00-5:00 p.m.).

* * w

Cather Center Buildings are opened courtesy of Cather Historical Center,
Nebraska State Historical Society, Ann E. Billesbach, Curator.

Conference produced in part with a grant from the Nebraska Department
of Economic Development, Division of Travel and Tourism.
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Cather Puzzle
By Robert H. Kurth

After the Cather Seminar of 1987, Dr.

Robert H. Kurth of Prairie Village, Kansas,
inspired by the extraordinary joy of the ses-
sion, sent the following crossword puzzie
which we now share. Answers will be
printed in a following issue.
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Symposium focus: the World and the
(6)

Prototype for Mrs. Forrester (6)
Colorado’s fictionalized Red Cloud (9)
First published ““Garden’ of short
stories (5)

Ethnic background of Antonia (8)
Where the Shadows fall (4)
Archbishop (6)

Old Mrs. (6)
Venerable veteran chronicier of
Cather (8)

Valentine (5)
The Professor’s student and friend (7)
Cather’s mentor: **You must know the
world before you can know the
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parish” (6)
28 Neighbor
%
29 Repeated symbolic references
to this flower in A Lost Lady (4)

DOWN

1 1895 university publication
containing Willa's writing (8)
Symbol of Catherland (4)
Willa’s brother (6)

Cather scholar: late lady of
Lincoin’s literati (5)

Kingdom of
3)

7 Early biographer (5)

D HwWN

10 Whose case? (5)

12 This Nebraska-born novelist
and critic wrote re Cather and
Crane: ‘‘the meeting of youth-
ful minds on a sultry plains
night’” was one of “‘the star-
crossed movements in-Ameri-
can letters’’ (6)

13 Word in title of first book of
poetry (5)

14 Cather and Her Critics editor
9) . ‘

15 The Professor’s place of
refuge and rescue (5)

18 Biographer of Lamy (6)

19 Photographer of pictorial
memoir (5)

21 Seibert — Willa's self-chosen
middle (4)

22 Sapphira and the Slave Girl,
Cather's
novel (4)

23 Word in title of Pulitzer Prize
novel (3)

24 Joan, Cather bibliographer (5)

27 Only to
connect 26 Across to
28 Across (3)

Fall Symposium
at B.Y.U.

Plans are underway for a na-
- tional symposium on Willa Cather
at Brigham Young University Sep-
- tember 15-17, 1988. The event will
be sponsored by the Center for
Family and Community History at
the university, and papers on fami-
- ly, community, and family history
in the works of Willa Cather are in-
vited. Anyone interested in Cather
is, of course, invited to attend and
may receive future mailings about
the symposium by writing to Pro-
fessor Glade Hunsaker, Center for

Family and Community History,
335 KMB, Brigham Young Univer-
sity, Provo, Utah 84602.

Anyone wishing to submit a
paper for consideration should
submit two copies of a 9-10 page
manuscript and a short abstract
(25-50 words) by June 15, 1988 to
Professor Marilyn Arnold, Gradu-
ate Studies, D-341 ASB, Brigham
Young University, Provo, Utah
84602. The symposium will also
feature invited lectures and papers
by Mildred R. Bennett, James
Woodress, David Stouck, Susan J.
Rosowski, John J. Murphy, Marilyn
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posium will be

Arnold, Patricia Yongue, and
Bruce Baker.

in addition to its ‘“‘scholarly”
aspects, the symposium will offer
related cultural events including
performances of music important
in Cather’s fiction and readings of
her poetry. The week of the sym-
“Wilta Cather
Week’' in Provo and the surround-
ing area, with displays and discus-
sions featured in bookstores,
schools, libraries, and other public
buildings.



An Evening
With Willa Cather

The Geneva Arts Council of
Geneva, Nebraska, is sponsoring a
performance of Lynne Swanson in
**An Evening with Willa Cather’’ on
Sunday, April 10, at 7:30 p.m. in
the city auditorium at 9th and “H"”
Streets. Ms. Swanson, a veteran
performer of the Wyoming Chau-
tauqua will present her stellar
monologue as Willa Cather in full
period costume. The scene, a hotel
lobby in Red Cloud in the early
1900’s, presents Nebraska's
greatest novelist home for a visit.

Adult tickets are $5.00; stu-
dents, 18 and younger, are $2.00.
You may order by mail from Gene-
va Arts Council, P.O. Box 54, Gene-
va, Nebraska 68361.

White Waste
My Antonia

Coid winds
blow
Chilling fine
snow
Over time and space.
lcy winds
whistle
Across empty
plains
Dressed in white.
Cattle hover
close
Together for
warmth
In the winter storm.

Mary-Anne Martin
Topeka, Kansas

Received from. ..

TOM HUTSON, now stationed
in Taiwan, Cather novels trans-
lated into Chinese.

JEAN TSING, of Beijing, four
Cather novels transiated into
Chinese and a copy of “Paul's
Case,” the first known Cather
Chinese translation in 1943.

DAVID FENG, Shanghai, two
books of Cather in English with
Chinese notes to teach English to
Chinese students.
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CALL FOR PAPERS

The Worlds of Mari Sandoz; The History, Culture,
Art and Literature of the Great Plains

A Multidisciplinary Conference

Kearney State College
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{ Friday and Saturday,
g September 30 and October 1, 1988
{

|

|

Invited topics include, but are not limited to: Women's
studies, Indian lore, Literature and the Other Arts, Anthropology,
American Studies, Oral History Traditions, Genre Studies.

2 page abstract or 10 page paper by April 2, 1988 to:
Dr. Helen Stauffer
Department of English
Kearney State College
Kearney, Nebraska 68848
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Scholar for a Day

Dr. Virgil Albertini, professor of
English at Northwest Missouri
State University and a recognized
authority on Willa Cather, served
as Scholar for a Day at Humboldt,
Nebraska High School on Tuesday,
February 23. On a grant from the
Nebraska Committee for the Hu-
manities, Dr. Albertini talked to the
entire high school, freshmen
through seniors, throughout the
morning. The first 90 minutes was
a discussion of the legacy of Willa
Cather, her life and writings with a
slide show of the Cather home
area around Red Cloud. The sec-
ond period afforded a close look at
her primary prairie novels: My An-
tonfa and O Pioneers!

Superintendent Darrell Mont-
gomery and his staff provided
kolaches. Congratufations to him
and his school.

Please let us know what you are
doing to promote Cather.

Helen Cather Southwick reports
that new owners of The Shattuck
Inn in Jaffrey, New Hampshire,
plan to restore the Inn to its status
when Willa Cather wrote there, and
eventually it wil be open for
guests.
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Quilt Exhibit

Members of the Nebraska State
Quilt Guild, under the leadership of
Paulette Peters of Elkhorn, will ex-
hibit 10 quilts at the Burlington
Depot during Spring Conference.
The Guild lists 850 members
throughout Nebraska. Quilts to be
exhibited are those mentioned in
One of Ours, My Antonia and *‘Old
Mrs. Harris.”

You will see Mahailey's quilts
from One of Ours: ‘‘log-cabin,”
“laurel leaf,” and “'blazing star,” a
watermelon design and a beans
and corn quilt from My Antonia and
a scrap quilt like the one referred
to in “Old Mrs. Harris.”

A page about the Cather child-
hood home appears in Historic
Preservation, March/April issue. We
owe this fine presentation to Ann
Billesbach, curator of the Cather
Historical Center in Red Cloud.

From Kentucky ...

Ron Butler moved from Hender-
son Community College to Owens-
boro Community Coliege in 1987.
For one of his first activities he
taught an adult education class on
Cather.
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YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION
* By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contri-
butor:

BENEFACTOR . ....................... $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron ......................... $100.00
Sustaining . ..................... 25.00
Family ......................... 15.00
Individual ...................... 10.00

WCPM members receive:
Newsletter subscription
Free guided tour to restored buildings
* By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers,
and publications to the Museum.
* By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of
Governors.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the. Internal Revenue Code of 1965

Special group memberships (such as clubs or businesses) are
available, Write to the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial for details.

AIMS OF THE WCPM

* To promote and assist in the deveiopment and preservation
of the art, literary, and historical collection refating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, in assoclatlon wuth the Ne-
braska State Historical Society.

* To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Wilta Cather.

* To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.

¢ To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work
of Willa Cather.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Keith Albers Robert E. Knoit Ronald W. Roskens
William Thomas Auld, M.D. Ella Cather Lewis Susan J. Rosowski
Bruce P. Baker, il Lucia Woods Lindley David E. Scherman
Mildred R. Bennett Catherine Cather Lowell C. Bertrand Schuitz
W. K. Bennett, M.D. John March Marian Schultz
Don E. Connors Dale McDole Masgaret Cather Shannon
Josephine Frigbie Miriam Mountiord Betty Sherwood
David Garwood John J. Murphy Heten Cather Southwick
Ron Hult Harry Obitz Marcelia Van Meter

Jennie Reiher

What About

Willa Cather in 0 the 1980's.

bishop first came out in 1936 and
was reprinted several times prior -

length essay on the theme of Willa
Cather and tradition. Angela Bian-
chini published in 1963 an essay
on Willa Cather and Europe which

in ltaly?

These books by Willa Cather
may be found in ltalian translations
today:

My Antonia, La Tartaruga edi-
zioni, 1985. This is a new transla-
tion with an 8 page foreward by
Goffredo Fofi. A former translation
of this novel came out in 1947 and
“is now out of print. In 1983, Monda-
dori published a cheap paperback
translation of My Mortal Enemy
which had a brief biography of
Willa Cather. This book is now out
of print and is unavailable on the
market. Death Comes for the Arch-

Previously translated were: O
Pioneers!, 1933; One of Ours,
1955; The Professor’'s House,
1950; Shadows on the Rock, 1936
and Obscure Destinies, 1935, re-
printed in 1956. The latter was a
collection of Willa Cather’s short
stories plus Lucy Gayheart and A
Lost Lady. All the books listed
above are out of print today and it
is impossible to find them in Italian
bookshops.

Among literary scholarship
there is one essay on Willa Cather
by Salvatore Rosati in L'Ombra dei
Padri, Roma 1958. This is a full
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was included in Spiriti Costretti,
Firenze 1963. We must not forget
that Elio Vittorini, the famous Iital-
ian writer and among the first schol-
ars of American Literature, in-
cluded Willa Cather’s *““The Sculp-
tor’'s Funeral” in Americana, the
important anthology that first in-
troduced American writers in italy.

Nowadays it would be wise to
pay more attention to Wilia Cather
and see new editions of such ever-
tasting books.

— Dr. Paolo Fantozzi
Lucca, ltaly



