





Cather in a female literary tradition
and Susan Rosowski will discuss
Cather in the tradition of American
romanticism. A Canadian lecturer,
David Stouck, will discuss ways in
which Cather drew upon Russian
literature; John J. Murphy will inter-
pret Cather's treatment of Catholic
materials; Jean Schwind, Earlham
College, will discuss Cather'’s in-
terplay of “*fine’’ .and “‘folk” visual
art, and Lucia Woods will present
her photographic interpretations,
“Still and Still in the Gather
World.”” Other lecturers will in-
clude an archivist providing back-
ground concerning historical
preservation; a folklorist, Roger
Welsch, telling after a banquet
about the foods we have just
eaten, prepared by recipes Cather
used in her own life as in her writ-
ing.

Such lectures and talks are rep-
resentative of the formai part of the
program. As important as these
will be the conversations among
participants. The upcoming sem-
inar promises to be as richly di-
verse as were the previous two.

Depot Exhibit

“Women at Work: Nebraska
1870-1940,” exhibit provided by
_the Nebraska State Historical Soci-
ety, presents a photographic col-
lection of women’s work in the late
19th and 20th centuries. it shows
how women’s tasks related to the
family and to the community. This
quotation of Cather's appears with
the exhibit:

“WILLA CATHER LAUDS
THE PIONEER MOTHER™

“The farmer’s wife who
raises a large family and
cooks for them and makes
their clothes and keeps
house and on the side runs a
truck garden and a chicken
farm and a canning establish-
ment, and thoroughly enjoys
doing it all, and doing it well,
contributes more to art than
all the culture clubs . . .”

— Eleanor Hinsman, November 6, 1921
Lincoln (NE) Sunday Star

32nd ANNUAL CATHER SPRING CONFERENCE
Saturday, May 2, 1987

8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Registration, coffee and kolache, Cather Foundation Art Gallery and
Bookstore, 326 North Webster.

8:30 a.m.

Mass — Grace Episcopal Church, 6th and Cedar
Father Theron R. Hughes, Jr., officiating

9:45 a.m.

Mass — St. Juliana Catholic Church, 3rd Avenue and South Walnut
Father Frank Leiblinger, officiating

10:45 a.m.

A Visit to Cather Country — Tour departs from Cather Foundation Building,
326 North Webster. Limited tour to Antonia’s farmstead, Cloverton Ceme-
tery, and return via Bladen road.

10:45 a.m.

“Paul’'s Case’” — Film to be shown at Grace Episcopal Church, 6th and
Cedar, for those not wanting to take the country tour.

12:30 p.m.

LUNCH — Vet's Hall, 3rd and Cedar
Cather House — Open 1:15-2:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
“Paul’s Case’’ — Film to be shown again at Grace Episcopal Church, 6th
and Cedar.
2:00-3:30 p.m.

“The Passing Show' — Vet’s Hall, 3rd and Cedar
Panel: Youth and the Bright Medusa

3:45-5:00 p.m.
Autographing Session — Susan Rosowski, Marilyn Arnold, Lucia Woods,
Roger Welsch.

7:00 p.m.

Banquet — Guest Speaker, Julie Harris
High School Gymtorium, 7th and Webster

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Cather Foundation Art Gallery and Bookstore, 326 North Webster — Open

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Cather Historical Center, 338 North Webster — Open

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 3:30-5:00 p.m.

Open House — Cather Childhood Home, 3rd Avenue and Cedar Street;
Grace Episcopal Church, 6th Avenue and Cedar; St.-Juliana Falconeri
Catholic Church, 3rd Avenue and South Walnut; Restored Burlington
Depot, Railway and South Seward. Exhibit, “Women at Work," at Burling-
ton Depot. Refreshments at Depot from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Cather Center Buildings are opened courtesy of Cather Historical Center,
Nebraska State Historical Society, Ann E. Billesbach, Curator.
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YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION
By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contri-
butor:

BENEFACTOR . ... ... .................. $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron . ....... ... ... ... ... .. ... $100.00
Sustaining . ..................... 25.00
Family . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 15.00
Individual . ..................... 10.00

WCPM members receive:

Newsletter subscription

Free guided tour to restored buildings
By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers,
and publications to the Museum.
By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of

For Newsletter Donation Only
Foreign Mailing

AIMS OF THE WCPM

To promote and assist in the deveiopment and preservation
of the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, in association with the Ne-
braska State Historical Society.

To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather.

To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.

To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work
of Willa Cather.

Governors.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965

Special group memberships (such as clubs or businesses) are
available. Write to the Wiila Cather Pioneer Memorial for details.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Keith Albers Robert E. Knoll Ronald W. Roskens
William Thomas Auid, M.D. Ella Cather Lewis Susan J. Rosowski
Bruce P. Baker, Il Lucia Woods Lindiey David E. Scherman

Mildred R. Bennett
W. K. Bennett, M.D.
Vi Borton

Don E. Connors
Josephine Frisbie
David Garwood
Ron Hull

C. Bertrand Schultz
Marian Schuliz

Margaret Cather Shannon
Betty Sherwood

Helen Cather Southwick
Marcelia Van Meter

Catherine Cather Lowell
John March

Dale McDole

Miriam Mountford

John J. Murphy

Harry Obitz

Jennie Reiher

1920 Book Review Excerpts

“Nation,” CXI, 1, September 25,
1920 carried a review of Youth and
the Bright Medusa by Willa Cather
entitled ‘‘Short Story Art and Arti-
fice™:

“Miss Willa Cather has worked
at herself and her art. Today the
product is finished and represents
the triumph of mind over Nebras-
ka. This is no jest. Consider even
the sounder of our writers from the
‘‘great valley” and beyond —
William Allen White, Vachel Lind-
sey. How gifted they are and how
incurably provincial. Miss Cather
started out, fortunately, not only
with a burning sense of beauty, but

with a really honest mind. She set-
tled in Greenwich Village and was
able to separate its wheat from its
tares. Her vision has come to be of
an intense and naked clearness
and she herself one of our few
thoroughly serious artists.

“The form no less than the sub-
stance of these stories bears wit-
ness to a fine seif-discipline. It has
neither the French nor the contem-
porary American short-story
mechanism. The fabie is driven
neither toward a sting nor toward a
burst of rose-color. The structural
line is long and firm; it is never
broken by a moral timidity in the
guiding hand. As a result the
stories have the -radiance of per-

Page 4

fect cleanliness, like the radiance
of burnished glass. The style has
not yet been burned quite clean.
There are still patches of magazine
English — unvisualized simiies,
puipy adjectives. But Miss Cather
knows exactly the effect she is
after, spare yet imaginative, sensu-
ous yet cool. And at times, as in the
young painter’s vision through the
magic knot-hole in his wall, she
achieves it completely.”



