





in the main, successful marriage.
Henshawe has been always de-
voted to Myra, full of little romantic
attentions. But she is compact of
common sense and high emotion,
while he is a sentimentalist, and
she comes to hate the soft bonds
with which he holds her. Toward
the end, when, a nearly helpless in-
valid, she must depend on him as
never before, her resentment finds
momentary issue in speech to
Nellie, who telis the tale.

Nellie wonders how the oider
woman can be so hard on her
devotee.

*. .. She sighed, and looked at
me wistfully.

“It's a pity, isn't it, Nellie, to
reach out a grudging hand and try
to spoil the past for any one? Yes,
it’s a great cruelty. But | can’t help
it. He’s a sentimentalist, aiways
was; he can look back on the best
of those days when we were young
and loved each other and make
himself believe it was all like that. It
wasn’t. | was always a grasping,
worldly woman; | was never satis-
fied. All the same, in age, when the
flowers are so few, it's a great
unkindness to destroy any that are
left in a man’s heart. ... ButI'm
made s0. People can be lovers and
enemies at the same time, you
know. We were . ... Amanand a
woman draw apart from that long
embrace, and see what they have
done to each other.” In the end
she contrives not to die ‘‘alone
with her mortal enemy.” But Hen-
shawe’s sentimentalism protects
him: he never knows.

A tale of deep emotion and
understanding, Myra Henshawe
takes her place at once in the
cherished gallery beside Antonia,
and Thea Kronborg (Tillie too) and
Mrs. Forrester. A true and fine
“Cather.”

AN INTERESTING
COMPARISON

From the book jacket of the 1926
edition of My Mortal Enemy:.

My Mortal Enemy is a work of
tragic passion — an astounding

31st ANNUAL CATHER SPRING CONFERENCE
May 3, 1986

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Registration, coffee and kolache, Cather Foundation Art Gallery and Book
Shop, 326 North Webster

8:30 a.m.

Mass — Grace Episcopal Church, 6th and Cedar
Father Theron R. Hughes, Jr., officiating

9:45 a.m.

Mass — St. Juliana Catholic Church, 3rd Avenue and South Walnut
Father Frank Leiblinger, officiating

10:40 a.m.

A VISIT TO CATHER COUNTRY — Tour departs from Cather Foundation
Building, 326 North Webster

12:30 p.m.
LUNCH

2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
“THE PASSING SHOW' — Vet's Hall, 3rd and Cedar
Panel: My Mortal Enemy

3:45 - 4:15 p.m.
SLIDE SHOW — Vet’s Hall, 3rd and Cedar

European trip following Cather’s 1902 tour, John Campbell and
Beverly Parisot

7:00 p.m.

BANQUET, Guest Speaker, David McCullough
High School Gymtorium, 7th and Webster

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. and 3:30 - 6:00 p.m.

CATHER FOUNDATION ART GALLERY AND BOOK SHOP — OPEN
326 North Webster

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

CATHER HISTORICAL CENTER — OPEN
338 North Webster

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE — Cather Childhood Home, 3rd Avenue and Cedar Street;
Grace Episcopal Church, 6th Avenue and Cedar; St. Juliana Falconeri
Catholic Church, 3rd Avenue and South Wainut; Restored Burlington
Depot, Railway and South Seward. Exhibit at Burlington Depot, Re-
freshments at Depot from 4:00-6:00 p.m.

‘Cather Center Buildings are opened courtesy of Cather Center, Nebraska

State Historical Society, Ann E. Billesbach, Curator.

and profound study of a woman's
heart. While directly presenting the
end of a great love story, it
sketches unforgettably the entire
life of a woman, and the nineteenth
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century surroundings that pro-
duced her greatness of character.
As the story proceeds to the dis-
closure of the mortal enemy’s
identity, the reader feels the grow-
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YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION
By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contri-
butor:

BENEFACTOR .................... ... . $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron .......... ... ... ... ... . $100.00
Sustaining . .......... .. .. ... ... 25.00
Family ........................ 1500
Individual . ... .. ... ... .. .. . .. 10.00

WCPM members receive:

Newsletter subscription

Free guided tour to restored buildings
By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers,
and publications to the Museum,
By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of
Governors.

AIMS OF THE WCPM

To promote and assist in the deveiopment and preservation
of the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, in association with the Ne-
braska State Historical Society. )

To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather.

To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.

To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work
of Willa Cather.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965

Special group memberships (such as ciubs or businesses) are
available. Write to the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial for details.

For Newsletter Donation Only ... ....... ...... .. .. ... %500
ForeignMailing . .. ....... .. ... . ... .. ... . . ... .. ... 6.00
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Keith Albers Rabert E. Knoli Ronald W. Roskens

Witliam Thomas Auld, M.D.
Bruce P. Baker, Il
__ Mildred R. Bennett
" W. K. Bennett, M.D.
Vi Borton
Don E. Connors
Josephine Frisbie
David Garwood
Ron Hull

Susan J. Rosowski

David E. Scherman

C. Bertrand Schuliz
Marian Schultz

Margaret Cather Shannon
Betty Sherwood

Helen Cather Southwick
Marcella Van Meter

Ella Cather Lewis

Lucia Woods Lindiey
Catherine Cather Lowell
John March

Dale McDole

Miriam Mountford

John J. Murphy

Harry Obitz

Jennie Reiher

ing intensity of relations between
the characters which provides the
climax not of an episode, but of a
life.

From the back cover of the current
edition:

My Mortal Enemy is one of the
most powerful, as well as one of
the sparest, of Willa Cather’s
novels. It is, as her biographer
E. K. Brown wrote, ‘the novel
stripped of its superfluous furnish-
ings.” The story of Myra Hen-
shawe, a worldly woman who gives
up a fortune to marry as she
chooses, and then finds that her
romantic gesture has not brought

her happiness, is told with an econ-
omy as extraordinary as its insight.
And Myra’'s uitimate revelation of
who her “mortal enemy’ is still
has the power to shock. First pub-
lished in 1926, the book has been a
favorite with readers and critics
ever since,

NEBRASKA STATE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PHOTO ROOM WILL
TEMPORARILY CLOSE

From May 19 to August 3 the
Society’s photographic collec-
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tions, including those of the Willa
Cather Historical Center, will be
closed to the public. The closing is
to allow the staff time to prepare
some 50,000 images for copying
on high quality microfiche. This
project, supported by a major grant
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities, will enable the

"Society to interlibrary loan micro-

fiche copies of many important
photographic collections. Persons
anticipating a need for photo-
graphs should have their orders in
before May 19. They regret any in-
convenience caused by the clos-

ing.



