


and local talk shows which of
course include The Tonight Show
(Johnny Carson), The Today Show,
Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, Kup's
Show, etc., and was aiso the sub-
ject of an hour interview by Bill
Moynahan on PBS.

Presently, Miss Angelou is wri-
ter-producer for 20th Century Fox
TV, for whom her film *‘Sisters,
Sisters,” is her initial full-length ef-
fort. Her renowned autobiographi-
cal accounting of her youth, I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”’
was aired as a two-hour TV special
for CBS in April, 1979. Other televi-
sion accomplishments are the five-
part mini series ‘‘Three Way
Choice’ for CBS, for which Miss
Angelou is author and executive
producer. For PBS she has hosted
a study course filmed in thirty half-
hour segments, ‘‘Humanities
Through the Arts” produced at
Golden State University and syn-
dicated throughout the country. In
1977 Miss Angelou received the
coveted Golden Eagle Award for
her documentary, *‘Afro-American
in the Arts” for PBS.

Honors from institutes of higher
learning have been heaped upon
Miss Angelou, among them the
Chubb Fellowship from Yale, doc-
torates from Mills College, Law-
rence University, Columbia Col-
lege (Chicago), Occidental Col-
lege, Central State University,
Smith College, and she was on the
Board of Visitors of Wake Forest
University.

Miss Angelou has had articles
published in countless national
publications including Cosmopoli-
tan, Red Book and The New York
Times, etc., and in 1976 she was
accorded The Ladies’ Home Jour-
nal award, ““Woman of the Year in
Communications’’ which she re-
ceived on a nationally televised
special. Miss Angelou’s musical
“And Still | Rise’ for which she is
librettist, lyricist and composer, is
due for a Broadway opening in the
near future.

Maya Angelou’s appearances
on college campuses and before
private organizations are legend-

ary. Her wealth of information and
ability to speak with authority on
countless subjects such as Equal
Rights, The Arts, Politics, Women's
Role in Business, Culture's Role in
Society, etc., make Miss Angelou
one of today’'s most in-demand
personalities.

Funding for this project is provided by a
grant from the Nebraska Committee for the
Humanities, an affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities.

CONFERENCE NOTES

Saturday morning, rain or shine,
May 2, will be beautiful. The day
starts at 8 a.m. with your registra-
tion at the Cather Historical Cen-
ter. At 8:30, Mass may be heard at
the Grace Episcopal Church on the
corner of 6th and Cedar, in
memory of Willa Cather's 108th
anniversary. At 9:45, Mass will be
held at St. Juliana’'s Catholic
Church on 3rd Avenue. At this little
church Willa Cather heard her first
great religious classical music.

Coffee and rolls are available
untit 10 o’clock at registration
headquarters. At 10:30 a.m., “'A
Sense of Place: Lucia Woods'
Views of Cather’s Virginia with
Slides and Readings” will be pre-
sented at the Vet's Hall.

After the slide show, guests will
have time for questions, for a brief
stroll about the town, or a chance
to freshen up before the box lunch
in the Park at 12:30 p.m.

Panel discussion, under the di-
rection of Dr. Bruce Baker of the
University of Nebraska at Omaha,
starts at 2:00 in the Vet's Hall. Two
of the participants on the panel will
be the featured speaker, Maya An-
gelou, and Mildred R. Bennett. Af-
ter this session Miss Angelou will
autograph books (she has six best
sellers) in the Cather Foundation
Headquarters. Books may be pur-
chased now by mail, or at the con-
ference. They are available both in
hard back and paperback.
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MICHEL GERVAUD
WRITES FROM FRANCE

Excerpts from a letter from
Michel Gervaud, professor of Eng-
lish at the University in Aix-en-
Provence to Mildred R. Bennett
(October 13, 1980).

“l received (about a week ago)
the Summer Newsletter which | pe-
rused with great delight. The editor
has done a very fine job! Quite ob-
viously, as you had aiready told
me, Dr. Rowse was a great suc-
cess. | don’t think | would agree
with him about Harry Gordon who
does not at all appeal to me (but
Dr. Rowse perhaps likes his
charming smile and clean cut face)
though Miss Cather (you see | re-
spect the etiquette) draws a bal-
anced portrait of him (modern ad-
vertising has since glamorized the
image of the aggressive and virile
young executive) and Lucy Gay-
heart behaved in a rather bitchy
way when he came to Chicago and
took her to the opera and expen-
sive restaurants. Later, Lucy tries
— whether or not she is aware of it
— to entice him again and make
him desert his perfectly plain and
frigid rich wife. It was not at all
necessary for Lucy to say that she
had gone ‘all the way’ with Sebas-
tian (by the way it is a pity Miss
Cather did not make Lucy and Se-
bastian true lovers. These kisses
and fatherly embraces do not
seem to be very satisfactory and
Sebastian is above all interested in
his art). All in all, in this novel the
study of relationships is rather
rudimentary and frustrating. What

During the afternoon, guests
may see the buildings related to
Willa Cather, walk her streets, and
study the paintings of John Berg-
ers, Cather artist. Notice, also, in
the Cather Historical Center a
sketch of “‘Nancy’’ made for us by
a Chinese artist from The People’'s
Republic of China.

At 7:00 p.m. all join for the ban-
quet at the new Grade School facit-
ity where Miss Maya. Angelou will
speak. The Sweet Adelines will al-
S0 sing. Let us see you there.






Make Your May 2nd Spring Conference Ticket Reservations Early!

Harue Tawarada has sent us a
copy of Uncle Valentine and Ar-
dessa, published in Japan with
Japanese notes for teaching Eng-
lish. Mrs. Tawarada prepared the
notes and teaching helps for this
volume. We are grateful to her for
our growing collection of Cather
books published abroad.

Joan St. C. Crane of the Rare
Book Department at Alderman Li-
brary, the University of Virginia in
Charlottesville has sent us a copy
of a pamphlet published in memory
of Virginia Faulkner. It contains ar-

ticles by Eudora Welty, Alfred A.
Knopf, and Yehudi Menuhin. Miss
Crane kindly sent copies of this
tribute to some of our international
members. Appreciative comments
have aiready come from Dr. A. L.
Rowse, England; Michel Gervaud,
France; and Emiko Yoshioka, Ja-
pan. Miss Crane’s book, a bibliog-
raphy of Willa Cather’s works, will
soon be published by University of
Nebraska Press.

Richard Giannone has sent us
his article which is also a tribute to
Virginia Faulkner and Bernice

Slote from the Notre Dame Eng-
lish Journal: A Journal of Reli-
gion in Literature (Fall, 1980) en-
titled “‘Willa Cather as Psalmist.”

Ron Hull, Program Director of
Nebraska Educational Television
and a member of the Board of the
Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and
Educational Foundation is spend-
ing three weeks in The People’s
Republic of China. He will be in
Shanghai four days, and hopes to
contact our Cather correspondent
L. C. Chang there.

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION
* By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contri-
butor:

BENEFACTOR ...................... .. $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron ........ T $100.00
Sustaining ................... ... 25.00
Family ......................... 15.00
Individual ................. ... .. 10.00

WCPM members receive:
Newsletter subscription
Free admission to restored buildings
¢ By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers,
and publications to the Museum.
¢ By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of
Governors.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965
L ]
Special group memberships (such as clubs or businesses) are
available. Write to the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial for
details.

AIMS OF THE WCPM
* To promote and assist in the development and preservation
of the art, literary, and historica! coliection relating to the life,
time, and work of Willa Cather, In association with the Ne-
braska State Historical Society.

* To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather.

* To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.

* To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work
of Willa Cather.

Newsletter ContributionOnly .. ... .................... $5.00

(not a membership)
BOARD OF GOVEANORS

Robert E. Knoil

Ella Cather Lewis

Lucia Woods Lindiey
Catherine Cather Lowell

Keith Albers

William Thomas Auld, MD
Bruce P. Baker, II
Mildred R. Bennett

Ronald W, Roskens
David E. Scherman
C. Bertrand Schultz
Marlan Schultz

W. K. Bennett, MD John March Margaret Cather Shannon
Vi Borton Dale McDole Betty Sherwood

Don E. Connors Mirtam Mountford Bernice Slote
Josephine Frisbie Harry Obitz Helen Cather Southwick
David Garwood Helen Obitz Marcella.Van Meter

Ron Hull Jennie Reiher

Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial
326 North Webster Red Cloud, Nebraska 68970

In compliance with new postal
regulations we must have your
route, street, or box number.
Thank you.

Please Remember to
Renew Your Membership.
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