








Bequests Received (continued from page 2)

Pauline Noble, recalls that the Tait household was
always very lively and happy and that their Aunt Lilly
(Lyra) Garber lived with them for a year or more after
Silas died. Pauline said that *‘everything was very jolly
at home with mother, Aunt Lilly and Bessie Bordee,
the Bohemian hired giri, always laughing. ... Mother
liked people who were genuine. . .. Perhaps that is
where the feeling started of making everything fun —
it has remained and is associated with that child-
hood.”” (interview by Lonnie Pierson with Pauline
Noble, Omaha, April 19, 1975.)

LaRoy Tait developed a variety of business in-
terests in Red Cloud. He owned and edited the
Webster County Argus and the Guide Rock Signal
and owned the Red Cloud Real Estate Company and

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION

¢ By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial con-
tributor:

BENEFACTOR .........coovvvnvnnn. $1,000.00 and over
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Patron ........... ..., $100.00
Sustaining .................... 25.00
Family .......... i, 15.00
Individual ..................... 10.00

WCPM members receive:
Newsletter subscription
Free admission to restored buildings -
s By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, pa-
pers, and publications to the Museum.

¢ By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board
of Governors.
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ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965
*
Special group memberships (such as clubs or busi-
nesses) are available. Write to the Willa Cather Pioneer
Memorial for detaiis.
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the Red Cloud Auto Company. He sold the first cars in
the county — Fords, Everitts, Studebakers and expen-
sive touring cars. Grace became very active in com-
munity affairs while raising her family.

in May, 1913, the Taits moved to 1645 Washing-
ton Street in Lincoln, Nebraska, where LaRoy pur-
chased an automobile dealership. Grace had the care
of her bedridden daughter, and spent hours in therapy
sessions with her. The Taits were determined that
each of their girls would get a college education and
Grace helped the young Lyra with her University stu-
dies. After the girl died and the others were married,
Grace became very prominent because of her signifi-
cant community work, particularly at First Plymouth
Congregational Church. The Taits are buried in Red
Cloud. LaRoy died in 1951 and Grace in 1953.”

AIMS OF THE WCPM

» To promote and assist in the development and preservation of
the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life, time,
and work of Witla Cather, in association with the Nebraska State
Historical Society.

* To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition, and
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather.

e To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial, through the
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the
field of the humanities.

» To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work of
Willa Cather.

Newsletter ContributionOnly ......................... $5.00
(not a membership)
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MUSEUM HOURS

Open May 1 to October 1
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays
1to 5 p.m. weekends
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