


A 1931 review of SHADOWS ON THE ROCK—
given by Adele Nichols of Chadron, Nebraska.

A 1903 APRIL TWILIGHTS—given by Pear! Brown,
Winchester, Virginia.

WILLA CATHER AND MARI SANDOZ, DIFFERING
VIEWPOQINTS OF THE EARLY WEST, a master’s thesis—
written and given by Robert Overing of Chapin, South
Carolina,

« o . Letters , . .

Two more Cather to Seibel letters—given by C. B.
Yorke, son-in-law of the Seibels, Soquel, California.

Cather letter to Mr. Wilton Graff, 1925, in regard
to Santa Fe—given by Mrs. Mary Arthur of San Rafael,
California.

Two 1898 Cather letters to her mother, cards,
photo and clippings—given by Charlotte Dana Garber
of Los Angeles, California, whose mother grew up
in Red Cloud with Willa Cather.

. . . Family and Personal ltems . . .

A copy of a journal kept by a relative of Willa
Cather, Aristole Smith, who came from West Virginia
to Nebraska for a visit when he was 20 and stayed
to work, first in Miner Bros. General Store (MY AN-
TONIA, “Two Friends,” O PIONEERS!) and later survived
the blizzard of 1888 while teaching in the New Vir-
ginia country school, Catherton Precinct—brought to
Red Cloud and given by his daughter, Mrs. Dorsey
Smith Pierce of St. Albans, West Virginia.

Seven of Willa Cather’s dresses and ensembles
for afternoon and evening wear—given by her niece,
Margaret Shannon of Denver.

. . . For St. Juliana Church . . .

The Red Cloud Sacred Heart Church was remodeled
and modernized last spring. Given from the church
are: The Gothic style white altar imported from Europe
about 1905. A solid-brass sanctuary lamp (for candle-
light) discovered inside the altar when it was being
moved. The solid oak communion rail, the carvings
painted with a gold-inlay effect.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred H. Miller of Superior have
taken a personal interest in the tiny 1883 church. So
far items of the period discovered, contributed and
delivered personally by them are: A red glass insert
missing from the sanctuary lamp; futhermore, Mr. Miller
climbed to the peak of the high slanting ceiling to hang
the lamp in the appropriate place over the aitar. Col-
ored-lithograph Altar Cards (Latin), once used in the
Sacred Heart Church of Lawrence, Nebraska, the gold
frames repaired and refinished by Mr. Miller. Six Tra-
ditional Daily Missals (English) in black leather holders.

For the altar, a white and gold plaster crucifix,
Gothic style,—given by St. Mary’s Catholic Church at
Odell, Nebraska, gift arrangements made by Msgr.
John Kean.

For the altar, an 1876 MISSALE (Latin) formerly

used in the St. Mary’s Catholic Church at Aurora, Ne-
braska—given by the Rev. Victor Derurnski.

Edith Lewis, long-time companion of Willa
Cather, critic and author of WILLA CATHER LIV-
ING, died in New York August 11, 1972,

1973—CATHER CENTENNIAL YEAR
. . . Cather Stamp to be issved in 1973 . ..

A commemorative stamp honoring Willa Cather
will be issued by the U. S. Postal Service next year. This
announcement came in August from Nebraska Con-
gressman Dave Martin,

A special first-day cover (all of us non-stamp col-
lectors say envelope) is being designed by the Cather
Memorial for mailing on the first day of issuance of
the commemorative stamp. The cost to you will be
50 cents, and we are ready to take orders now.

Though the date of first-day issuance has not yet
been announced, several 1973 dates (suggested by the
Postal Department) the last part of February and the
first part of March, have been reserved in Red Cloud
and tentative plans made for an appropriate celebra-
tion. This will be the first event of the year-long ob-
servance in Nebraska of the Cather Centennial Year.

The Citizens Stamp Advisory Board recommended
the issuance of the Cather commemorative stamp, and
final approval was given by Postmaster General E. A.
Klassen. The number of such stamps issued each
year is very limited. Cather is the subject of the
author stamp of the 1973 four-stamp American Arts
Set.

Thank you for taking a personal interest in the
commemorative stamp project which was initiated in
1969. We hope you all will take advantage of this
once-in-a-hundred-years opportunity by ordering your
own Cather commemorative stamp on first-day cover.

INCREASING INTEREST IN
WILLA CATHER

. . . Publications . . .

The summer, 1972 PRAIRIE SCHOONER, the lit-
erary quarterly of the University of Nebraska, has an
article by Grant Reynard, “Willa Cather’s Advice to a
Young Artist.” He tells of how a conversation with
Willa Cather changed his whole concept of art and his
life work.

. . . Cather Activities Elsewhere . . .

Merrimack College, North Andover, Massachusetts,
sponsored a Willa Cather pre-centennial symposium
on October 28-29, 1972,

On the program was “Willa Cather: Rebel from
Red Cloud,” the American Pageant Writers sound film
strip filmed in Red Cloud and Webster County.

Principal speaker was Bernice Slote, Cather Foun-
dation Board member, Professor of English at the
University of Nebraska, editor and author of a number
of books and articles about Willa Cather. She also
took part in the Critics’ Panel along with the other sym-
posium speakers, who all, like Dr. Slote, have publica-
tions about Willa Cather—Lillian D. Bloom, John H.
Randall 11l, John J. Murphy, Richard Giannone and
Edward A. Bloom.

John J. Murphy, Associate Professor of English at
Merrimack College, was here last summer during his
travels in preparation for the symposium.






the setting sun actually turn red the windows of the
“Wheeler house” (I thought it only happened in books),
brought me to an understanding of Willa Cather’s fic-
tion that gave the ideas from my ten years of studying
and thinking a background against which to come and
go. | wrote a doctoral dissertation on Willa Cather,
but—to the chagrin of a favorite professor—my two-
week affair of the heart has a value that in many ways
supersedes my long-term affair of the mind . . . And
it was only through the kindness of the Cather Foun-
dation that | had the opportunity to discover what
prompted Willa Cather to write about a people and a
land once and now so full of feeling.

“In working so hard to preserve interest in Willa
Cather, the Cather Foundation—a marvelous camarad-
erie existing very much in the spirit of Captain For-
rester's idea of brotherhood—has done a great deal to
reacquaint people with the great fact and even greater
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spirit of the land. During a time when it was fashion-
able to criticize America for its lack of a meaningful
past and noble tradition, Willa Cather found something
of enduring value in the land and in the people who
were closest to it. Through her fiction she led the
American back to what she considered his roots, and
she showed him the heritage of pioneer spirit that
should be his. The Cather Foundation continues to do
exactly this. They feel strongly and deeply for the
land and for Willa Cather and for the country, and,
unlike poor Professor St. Peter, they live with the
delight that comes from dedication and love.”

Thank you, Pat. Thanks to all of you. With
your help and your encouragement the Cather Me-
morial will continue to excel.

Your assignment for the winter, pay your mem-
bership dues, read MY ANTONIA and be prepared for
the extra-ordinary Cather Centennial Spring Conference
April 28, 1973.

Sincerely,

Miriam Mountford, Newsletter Editor

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH
OF THE ORGANIZATION:

® By becoming a member of the Willa Cather
Pioneer Memorial.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $100.00
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP $5.00 Annvally
NEWSLETTER . $3.00 Annually

® By contributing to a project fund.

® By contributing to the restoration fund.

® By contributing to the scholarship fund.

® By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, let-
fers, papers, and publications to the Museum.

By contributing your ideas and suggestions to
the Board of Governors.

AIMS OF THE WCPM

® To secure the bonding, insurance and housing
of a permanent art, literary and historical col-
lection relating to the life, time and work of
Willa Cather.

® To identify and restore to their original condi-
tion, places made famous by the writings of
Willa Cather.

® To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial
in the form of art and literary scholarships.

® To perpetuate an inferest throughout the world
in the work of Willa Cather.
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