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TEE WlLLA CATH~R ~=I0~-~ER I~MORIAL was incoroorated more than two years ago. One year
ago this s~mer we o~ened the museum. Because of the rsDidly growing interest in the
MEMORIAL, we feel that it is time now to ex-oeriment with the effectiveness of a new~-
letter in stimulating our members and friends to increased activity in develo~ent of
the MEMORIAL and its aims.

AIM~ OF THE WILLA CATHER PI0~EER M~0RIAL

I. To perp_etuate an interest throughout the world in the work of ~illa Cather.
2. To identify and restore to their original conditions, places made famous by the

writings of Wills Cather.
3. To provide for Wills Cather a living I?~.~0RIAL in the form of art and literary

scholarships.
4. To secure the bonding, insurance, and housing of a permanent art, literary, and

historical collection, relating to the life, time, and work of ;~il!a Cather.

STAFF

~_~/.~. Mildred R. Bennett, president; Car~ie M. Sherwood, vice-president; Jennie
M. Reiher, secretary-treasurer; Harry 0bitz, director.
~ of G_0.ve__~.r_s. Dr. L. V. Jacks, Frauk 0~Rourke, Helen 0bitz, Josewhine Frisbie.
_~ ~ Members. Dr. Bertrand Schu!tz, honorary curator; John March~ honorary
librarian; Bess D~y, wublicity director; and Miriam Mountford, corres~ondin~ sec.
~ A_ctivit~v. At their Awril meeting in Lincoln, wlans were made to construct a
contour ma~ of the western half of ~ebster County, ~he setting for five of Wills
Cather’ s books: O Pioneers, ~_~ Antonia, One_ of 0_3LL~, A _L~ L_~.d..v, ~nd Obscure ~
tinier. It is also the setting for a number of her stories. The relief maw (D.~’x 8’)
shows the county in the colors of late June and soon will be on displ~z in the
museum. It is being constructed by Ruby Caha at the University of Nebraska Museum.

Temwora~, quarters ~r the museum collection are on the second floor of the St~e
Theater Building. Extensive redecorating was done this ~ring to wrovide a more
cheerful atmosphere and to make room for new diswlays. Bruce Frame restored a table
used in Charles Cather~s office, Wills Cather~s desk, and her high char.
Summer=r~ e sone~, Caretaker D~le McDole. Receptionists: Gertrude ~oon, Emma
Bargman, YolaSwartz, Jose~hineFrisbie, CarrleSherwood, and Bob Skje!ver.

D0~TORS

Lydia Lambrecht, !navale: A co,?lets display of things sent to Mrs Charlotte
Lambrec~t by Wills Cather.

John March, New York City: Early magazines containing stories by ~Jilla C~ther.
Nebraska State Historical Society: Bound co~ies of the Red Cloud Chief 1900-1~23.

Dr.-Frank S. Hewitt, Hastings: Academic gown to be used in diswla~ of Will~ Cather’s
¯ academic hoods.

David E. Schermsn and Life: Twenty-nine ex_~bition

Wills Cather~s books.
Louise Stegner, Omaha: Willa Cather~s Red Cloud High School Diploma (18o0), her

letter from Naples to Mr. and Mrs. Goudy, and an crder blank for her first book~

Other donors will be memtion~! in lintel~



INTERESTING VISITORS

Mrs. Annemarie Puttkamer, Nunich, Germar~ is doing research for a book to go with a
complete new German edition of Wiiia Cather~s books.

Otakar Odlozilik, Prague, Czechoslovakia, is doing in Gzech a series of impressions
of places mentioned in s~me of Willa Cather’s novels.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel S~ickney Coombs, Washington, ~D. C., were in Red Cloud to cele-
brate with the graduating class of 1907. In high school Mrs. Coombs was a
student of R. C. Cather, Willa Cather’s brother.

Makoto Ueda, Tokyo, Japan, a student at Washington State, is planning to translate
into Japanese one of Willa Cather’s books.

NEBRASKA ACTIVITIES

New Library. The Willa Cather Branch Library in Omaha was opened in November 1956.
N ~’~s used as a model of modern library architecture at the American Library Asso-
ciation last winter. Our museum was honored to lend a number of its displays to the
library for its dedication ceremony.
Book Fair. Temple Israel, Omaha, at its Book Fair in May featured and exhibit of
co--~re-~cenes of Willa Cather country loa~d by the WILLA CATHER MEMORIAL.
Professor, s Podium. Dr. Frank S. Hewitt, Professor of English at Hastings College
(Nebr.) i~ the-~ruary "Alumni News" cites the museum as an excellent research
source. The Hastings College English department has made a tour of the WILLA CATHER
M~ORIAL one of its projects in Modern American Literature.
We hope that other schools and colleges will take similar advantage of our facilities.

Our president, Mildred R. Bennett, has recently had published Early Stories of Willa
__Cather- You will notice as you read the book jacket that all proceeds will ~-~ ~
to the I~flLLA DATHER ~ORIAL. Already the Business and Professional ~J~en’s Clubs
of Broken Bow, Cambridge, David City, Sidney, Superior, Valentine, and Wymore,
Nebraska have purchased copies to be presented to their local libraries. Will you
do the same?

MEMBERSHIP

We soon will be able to proceed with organizing Willa Cather Societies in cities of
over lO0,O00 population. From Pittsburgh Mrs. Agnes L. Starrett and Mrs. Alfred W.
C~ozier report that by September there will be a Society formed and ready for a
Charter.
Write for full information about obtaining a charter for your city.

You can help the WILLA CAT~ MEMORIAL by:
1. Buying Early Stories of Willa Cather. Send $4.00 plus 12 cents postage.
2. Forming a ~.’~a Cathe~-Soc~y ~-~-~ur city.
3. Buying a life membership in the Red Cloud Chapter for $75.00.
4. Sending names and addresses of your friends who are interested.
Address correspondence to me.

Sincerely yours,

Miriam Mountf~rd, Correspondin~ Secretary
WILLA CATHER ~ORIAL
Red Cloud, Nebraska


