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“Where there is great love there are always miracles.”

— Willa Cather



To our friends and supporters

Our first-ever annual report speaks to the tremendous progress the

Willa Cather Foundation has made over the past few months and years.

One of our more prominent members recently toured the sites associated

with another major American author — and gave us a “superior” rating

in comparison. Believe me, the dedicated work of our staff and board

earns us that distinction every day! Particularly worthy of thanks is our

outgoing Executive Director, Betty Kort, for her tireless efforts in

advancing the work of the Willa Cather Foundation for the past five

years. Betty will resume her work with the Board of Governors and has

been succeeded as Executive Director by Cynthia Bruneteau.

As you will tell from this report, we are moving forward in every aspect

of our mission. With this inaugural report, we can both celebrate our

achievements and join together in supporting the work that is ahead of

us. Many reading this have supported us in the past — this is a chronicle

of achievements you helped bring about. My thanks to all who support us

in our work of preserving part of our heritage, celebrating the life and

work of Willa Cather, and growing appreciation for the legacy of one of

the world’s great artists. You are invaluable to our work; your belief in

our mission is a great encouragement to all of us.

Charles A. Peek, President

Willa Cather Foundation Board of Governors

I am taking this opportunity once again to thank you for your generous

financial support in the year 2007. It is always a pleasure to work for and

with the Cather community. Because of you, the Willa Cather Foundation

has had the resources to produce a variety of productive educational

and cultural programming, provide important services to the Cather

community at large, and continue to preserve and protect important

literary and historical artifacts and sites. Most gratifying to me are those

personal notes, cards, and letters you have sent that give assurance that

the Willa Cather Foundation will remain healthy long into the future and

that our mission to promote and preserve the life, times, sites, and works

of Willa Cather will continue.

Again, thank you for making 2007 a terrific year.

Betty Kort

Executive Director Emeritus
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Home and the World —
Willa Cather Foundation Events

“Willa Cather and Material Culture” was the theme

of the 52nd annual Spring Conference in Red Cloud

on April 30-May 1, 2007. Supported by grants from the

Nebraska Humanities Council and Nebraska Arts

Council, this popular annual event attracted more than

200 Cather lovers and scholars for its exploration of the real-world

objects and artifacts that appear in Cather’s work. Debuting at Spring

Conference was our wonderful Steinway grand piano, donated by a

generous anonymous benefactor. “Cather and Her Contemporaries”was

the theme of the 2008 Spring Conference June 5-7, 2008 in Red Cloud.

The 11th International Cather Seminar, “Willa Cather: A Writer’s

World,” was held in Paris and Provence from June 24-July 1, 2007. The

Willa Cather Foundation co-sponsored this prestigious biennial event

with Brigham Young University, St. Lawrence University, the University of

Provence at Aix, and the University of Paris III (La Sorbonne Nouvelle).

Seminar participants and guests were treated to a week-long series of

tours, lectures and presentations and were able to stay in the 14th-century

Abbaye Saint-Michel near Avignon.

In June 2008, the Foundation hosted our first Elderhostel program,

bringing more than thirty visitors to Red Cloud for five days of learning

and exploration. Participants had the opportunity to experience “Red

Cloud: Willa Cather’s Window to the World” under the direction

of noted Cather scholar, Merrill Maguire Skaggs, professor emeritus at

Drew University and Willa Cather Foundation Board Member.

Art Abounds in the
Opera House and Gallery

Opera House performances and exhibits in the Art Gallery

delight visitors year-round. In 2007 the Willa Cather Foundation

presented a wide range of cultural programming including

poetry readings, opera recitals, the Missoula Children’s Theatre,

big band performances, community theater troupes, live

concerts, humanities programming, and popular films. The Art

Gallery hosted exhibits of landscape and nature photography,

the arts of area residents, and important installations of works

dedicated to Willa Cather and Mari Sandoz. These events were

made possible with grants and sponsorship support from

numerous organizations including the Nebraska Arts Council,

the Nebraska Humanities Council, the Republican Valley Arts

Council, Red Cloud Women’s Chamber of Commerce and

numerous others, including many corporate sponsors.



Revitalizing Historic Sites

The Willa Cather Foundation makes its home in the Red Cloud Opera

House, the crown jewel of the largest collection of historic sites in the

United States dedicated to a single author. This beautiful example of Main

Street Victoriana, where Willa Cather received her early exposure to the

performing arts, reopened in 2003 after an ambitious restoration. It now

provides office facilities for the Foundation’s dedicated staff, and houses

a bookstore and shop as well as an art gallery and theater.

The many individuals and organizations who made that restoration a

success continue to provide valuable support to the Foundation as we act

as responsible stewards for the many properties under our care.

The Willa Cather Foundation’s Moon Block is our next large-scale

restoration project. This expansive 1886 building adjacent to the Opera House

will provide us with long-awaited facilities for the Foundation’s archives. We

are thankful to our U.S. Senators and Congressional representatives, who

were instrumental in helping the Foundation secure federal funds to begin

the initial stages of this multi-year project. Future fundraising will enable us

to fulfill our plans, which include additional back-stage facilities for the Opera

House, expansion of our wonderful bookstore, commercial storefronts, and

rental loft apartments.

Restoration of the Harling House, prominently featured in My Ántonia

and the site of many Foundation activities, nears completion. Soon it will

have a self-contained apartment upstairs for use by visiting scholars and

honored guests, as well as a full complement of historic furnishings

throughout. Nancy and Bernie Picchi, long-time friends of the Foundation,

undertook major restoration of the house before donating it to the

Foundation, and continue to sponsor interior work. A generous donation

from Faye Glass also assists with this project.

Since accepting the 608-acre Willa Cather Memorial Prairie from the

Nature Conservancy in 2006, the Foundation continues to restore and

conserve the rare native grasses and plant life of this delicate mixed-grass

prairie. This process has included extensive removal of non-native trees

that inhibit the growth of more than 250 indigenous plant species. We are

putting in hiking paths and installing new fencing to allow for short-term

grazing rotations. As we enable the prairie to return to its natural state,

ecotourism will become a larger part of our focus.

During 2007, we began saving the 1884 Baptist Church by reconstructing

its foundation and basement. This church is featured in Cather’s short

story,“The Joy of Nelly Deane.” Our strategic partner, the Nebraska State

Historical Society, carried out major façade and roof repair to the 1889

Garber Bank Building. Governor Garber was the prototype for Captain

Forrester in A Lost Lady.
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Endowing the Future

After successfully meeting the terms of our challenge grant

from the National Endowment for the Humanities in 2006, the

Foundation has created a programming and archive endowment.

A careful search and screening process enabled the Foundation

to select two investment managers to oversee this $1.1 million

endowment, as well as our scholarship and prairie endowments.

We recognize our duty to our donors and members to manage

and deploy these funds prudently to ensure the ongoing vitality

of the Foundation.

A Solid Foundation

The Willa Cather Foundation consistently looks to our own foundation,

examining and upgrading to ensure that our systems and processes

are equal to the demands of the future. This assessment is wide-ranging

and ongoing. Here are just a few examples, among many:

• Indexing and digitizing our half-century archive of the quarterly

Newsletter and Review

• Adopting new systems and processes for cataloging our collections

• Planning for new computer systems to track inventory and sales in

our bookstore

• Updating and expanding our website,www.willacather.org, with

the support of Nebraska’s Division of Travel and Tourism

Several of these initiatives were sponsored and supported by our

long-time Board Member, Don Connors, who passed away in

February, 2008.
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AWide Reach:
The Story in Numbers

The Willa Cather Foundation is happily situated

in Red Cloud, Nebraska, a friendly town of

some 1,100 souls. But our reach is remarkably

wide. Here are a few examples from 2007.

• 9,200 Foundation visitors

• 3,136 Opera House event attendees

• Guests from 48 states and 9 countries

• 17 school tours

• 200 Spring Conference attendees

• 151 International Symposium attendees



Contributions $ 157,617

Royalty Income 55,024

Grants 71,393

Results of Investments 44,947

Rental Income 17,198

Nebraska State Historical Society Contract 68,429

Membership Fees 34,610

Bookstore Sales 32,978

Tours and Admissions 28,971

Conferences, Seminars and Other 15,798

Total Support and Revenue $526,965
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Support and Revenue

Program Services

Bookstore, Publications, Conferences and Seminars $ 35,604

Nebraska State Historical Society Operations and Maintenance 82,146

Opera House Operations and Maintenance 102,320

Cather Prairie Operations and Maintenance 6,260

Supporting Services

Management and General Expenses 142,767

Development 22,164

Depreciation 100,147

Total Expenditures $491,408

Use of Funds

30%

7%

17%

21%

20%

1%

29%

5%

10%

14%
9%

3%

13%

7%

6%

5% 3%

Financial Summary 2007

The variance between Support and Revenue and Use of Funds represents an addition to net assets.
These figures are based on final year-end audited information compiled by an independent public accounting firm.



$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous

$15,000 to $24,999
Jim & Angela Southwick–Heber City, UT

$10,000 to $14,999
Don E. Connors, dec.–Huntington Beach, CA
Carol Cope–Kearney, NE
Faye J. Glass–Crete, NE
Robert E. Hayes, dec.–Green Valley, AZ
Nebraska Humanities Council*–Lincoln, NE
Bernard J. & Nancy S. Picchi*–New York, NY

$5,000 to $9,999
Reese Gates–Red Cloud, NE
Jim & Trish Schreiber–Meadow Vista, CA
John Sherwood–Red Cloud, NE

$2,500 to $4,999
Thomas Reese Gallagher–New York, NY
Nebraska Arts Council*–Omaha, NE
John A (Jay) Yost & G. Wade Leak–New York, NY

$1,000 to $2,499
Richard (Dick) Amack–Costa Rica
Harold & Marian Andersen–Omaha, NE
Dr. Fred & Mary Bliss–Davis, CA
Hansen-Wulf, Inc.*–Red Cloud, NE
Jane Renner Hood–Lincoln, NE
Garnet Lewis–Red Cloud, NE
Geraldine L. Lewis–Red Cloud, NE
Lucia Woods Lindley–Evanston, IL
Charles & Nancy Peek–Kearney, NE
Red Cloud Community Foundation*–Red Cloud, NE
Joseph & Lesley Urgo–Clinton, NY

$500 to $999
Adrian Almquist–Bloomington, MN
Marion A. Arneson–Wayne, NE
Bruce & Karen Baker–Omaha, NE
Mrs. Keith N. Bennett–Indianapolis, IN
Bob & Joanne Berkshire–Omaha, NE
Marilyn B. Callander, Ph.D.–Lebanon, NJ
Nancy Chinn–Waco, TX

Roy & Gloria Dinsdale–Palmer, NE
Larry & Lyn Fenwick–Fort Worth, TX
James L. & Marianne Fitzgibbon–Red Cloud, NE
Richard C. Harris–Sea Cliff, NY
Mellanee Kvasnicka–Omaha, NE
James R. & Janet M. O’Keeffe*–Hastings, NE
David & Susan Parry–Washington, DC
Glenda J. Pierce–Lincoln, NE
David H. Porter–Saratoga Springs, NY
Red Cloud Concrete, Inc.–Red Cloud, NE
Red Cloud Women’s Chamber–Red Cloud, NE
Republican Valley Arts Council–Red Cloud, NE
Steve Shively–Logan, UT
R.T. Vanderbilt Trust–Norwalk, CT
Wendy Fort Foundation–Kearney, NE
Yost/Leak Historic Preservation Fund–Red Cloud, NE

$250 to $499
Virgil & Dolores Albertini–Kansas City, MO
Jeffrey J. Cataudella–Deep River, CT
Virginia Christopher–Bucklin, KS
Linda High Daniel–Culpepper, VA
Marsha E. Fangmeyer–Gibbon, NE
James L. Farmer–Red Cloud, NE
Dr. & Mrs. William L. Fowles–Grand Island, NE
George & Judith Haecker–Omaha, NE
Dr. & Mrs. William Hamsa–Omaha, NE
Richard & Irene Hansen & Lloyd Wulf–

Red Cloud, NE
Dennis & Sally Hansen–Red Cloud, NE
Judy Morhart Hudson–Santa Rosa, CA
Ron & Naomi Hull–Lincoln, NE
John Cather Ickis–Alajuela, Costa Rica
Judith L. Johnston–Highland Park, NJ
Ruth & Jim Keene III–Omaha, NE
Garrison Keillor–St. Paul, MN
Robert & Virginia Knoll–Lincoln, NE
Dr. David B. Landgren–Red Cloud, NE
Pam Lay–Hastings, NE
Cheryl Livingston–Golden, CO
Rebecca Lyman–Woodside, CA
Ann Mactier–Omaha, NE
Susan Maher & Al Kammerer–Omaha, NE

John D. & Deborah Ann Mercer–Oak Park, IL
Kenneth T. Olson–Chicago, IL
Wendy K. Perriman–Mooresville, NC
Rebecca Pinker–Olathe, KS
Hugh Porter–Portland, OR
Jane Rainis–Mendham, NJ
Guy Reynolds–Lincoln, NE
Ann Romines–Alexandria, VA
Jeanne A. Shaffer–Pittsburgh, PA
Art & Linda Staubitz–Tucson, AZ
Sylvia A. Stevens & Dawn A. Nehls–Mesa, AZ
Janis P. Stout–Glen Rose, TX
Pam Swisher–Ft. Calhoun, NE
Steven Trout–Hays, KS
Sidney Wade–Gainsville, FL
Curtis & Margaret A. Watson–Red Cloud, NE
Dayre & Lu Williams–Red Cloud, NE
Dan Yost–Hastings, NE

$100 to $249
Colleen & Dr. George Adam–Hastings, NE
Keith & Zola Albers–Red Cloud, NE
Ames Public Library–Ames, IA
Sylvia L. Antholz–Denver, CO
Dick & Veita Minshall Arneson–Parker, CO
Pamela Baker–Lincoln, NE
Ellen Baldwin–Lincoln, NE
Gary W. Barth*–Hastings, NE
Duane & Clare Baylor–Ralston, NE
Bill & Elaine Beezley–Red Cloud, NE
Ann Billesbach & John Carter–Lincoln, NE
Dr. Susanne George Bloomfield–Holdrege, NE
Bostock Land & Cattle & Welding–Red Cloud, NE
Connie Bostock–Red Cloud, NE
Mark W. & Ashley Bostock–Greeley, CO
Mary J. Brumbaugh–Red Cloud, NE
Patricia Burdyny–Omaha, NE
Ariel Bybee & James E. Ford–Lincoln, NE
Laurie Smith Camp–Omaha, NE
John R. Campbell–Omaha, NE
Roy E. Cook–East Granby, CT
William M. Curtin–Storrs Mansfield, CT
Barbara Daughton–Omaha, NE

Margaret Doane–San Bernadino, CA
Frank Dowding–St. Paul, MN
Dave & Linda Eckhoff–Jackson Hole, WY
Peter & Kathryn H. Faber–Vero Beach, FL
Gertrude E. Ferguson–Shawnee Mission, KS
Margaret Ickis Fernbacher–Willoughby, OH
Diane B. Foster–Wyncote, PA
Elisabeth R. French–Washington, DC
Evelyn Funda–Logan, UT
Dave & Marietta Garwood–Red Cloud, NE
Eugene Gauger–Lambertville, MI
Sarah Glickenhaus–Scarsdale, NY
Carol Goering–Platte Center, NE
Mark D. Greenberg–Denver, CO
Paul & Irene Greenwald–Roslyn, NY
Frank Griswold–Philadelphia, PA
Lizabeth & David Halsted–Hastings, NE
John & Sandra Hanna–Omaha, NE
Henry & Shirley Hansen–Phoenix, AZ
Wayne M. Hansen–Dorchester, NE
Linda Healy–South Sioux City, NE
D. R. Heiniger–Jacksonville, IL
Dawson C. Heron–Concord, MA
Edward A. Hinz, Jr.–Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Jon & Christine Hoek–Gansevoort, NY
Marlin & Marie Hoffman–Red Cloud, NE
Priscilla Hollingshead–Inavale, NE
Melissa J. Homestead–Lincoln, NE
Clara G. Hoover–Omaha, NE
Steven S. & Annette Huff–Omaha, NE
Carol A. Jacobs–Woodland Park, CO
Beth Jensen–Duluth, GA
Calvin R. & Jane Johnson–Hastings, NE
Loren Johnson–Klamath Falls, OR
Shirley M. Johnson–Lincoln, NE
Diane Karr–Blue Hill, NE
Frederick J. Kaufman–Hays, KS
Thomas Kelley–Santa Ana, CA
Robert & Michelle Kerr–Hastings, NE
David L. & Amy Kornblau–Manhasset, NY
Betty & Ron Kort–Hastings, NE
Donald Krysl–Omaha, NE
Rick & Barb Kudrna–Red Cloud, NE

Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Kurth–Prairie Village, KS
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Kurtz, Jr.–Clearfield, PA
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Lainson–Hastings, NE
Geneva Lewis–Bladen, NE
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Loutzenheiser–Hastings, NE
Bernice MacDonald–Hartsdale, NY
Mary Ann Marko–Sioux Falls, SD
Dr. Elizabeth H. Marsh–Morristown, NJ
Colleen & Michael McCarrier–So. Milwaukee, WI
Dee McCurdy–Red Cloud, NE
Jerry McDole–Red Cloud, NE
Nadine McHenry–Lincoln, NE
Polly McMullen–Lincoln, NE
Morris B. Mellion, M.D. & Irene C. Mellion–

Teton Village, WY
Gary & Beverly Meyer–Red Cloud, NE
Charles W. & Mary Mignon–Lincoln, NE
Kathryn M. Moore–Raleigh, NC
Doris Morhart–Hastings, NE
Bill & Louise Mountford–Lincoln, NE
Fritz Mountford–Hastings, NE
John & Anne Mulvihill–Kansas City, MO
John J. & Sally Murphy–Santa Fe, NM
Elsa Nettels–Williamsburg, VA
Stan & Phyllis Offner–Red Cloud, NE
Francoise Palleau–Paris, France
Karen W. Park–Kearney, NE
Peoples-Webster County Bank–Red Cloud, NE
Norma June Peterson–Red Cloud, NE
Gary F. & Jean F. Pokorny–El Cerrito, CA
Gene & Margaret Pokorny–Jaffrey, NH
Prairie Fibers Handweavers & Spinners–

Grand Island, NE
Roger Reed–Hemingford, NE
Bob & Charla Reehm–Marina, CA
Ky & Jane Rohman–Lincoln, NE
Sheri Rose–Springfield, OR
Dr. Mary Ruth Ryder–Normal, IL
Dr. Elizabeth Sabiston–Toronto, Canada
Rita Saenz–Sacramento, CA
Ann Satterthwaite–Washington, DC
Susan Schiller–Mt. Pleasant, MI
Julie M. Schroeder–Waterloo, NE
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Support
The following individuals and organizations were donors to the Willa Cather Foundation in 2007. Some donations may include payment on a pledge or grant; gifts including such a payment
are denoted by an asterisk. Space does not permit us to list donations under $50.00, but we are grateful for these contributions as every gift is important to us.
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Jim Severance–Loganville, WI
Joanne L. Sheridan–Kennebunk, ME
Edward & Jeri Shute–Red Cloud, NE
Merrill Skaggs–Madison, NJ
Harold F. Smith–Parkville, MO
Paul G. & Annette L. Smith–Omaha, NE
Marcus J. & Pamela H. Snow–Ashland, NE
Helen Stauffer–Kearney, NE
Betty Jean Steinshouer–St. Petersburg, FL
Betty F. Stewart–Chappaqua, NY
Dr. David & Kathleen Stoddard–Grand Island, NE
Peter M. Sullivan–Indiana, PA
Art & Carol Thompson–Eagle, NE
Bette Tien–Prairie View, KS
Alexandra Truitt–South Salem, NY
Antonette Turner–Bladen, NE
Richard & Karen Vierk–Lincoln, NE
Katherine Walter–Lincoln, NE
Dr. James E. Weesner–Lincoln, NE
Gretel D. Weiss–Cockeysville, MO
William A. West–Denver, CO
David C. & Mary Ellen Caldwell White–Nashville, TN
Claudia M. Whitnah–Martinez, CA
Rev. Thomas C. Widner S.J.–Indianapolis, IN
Laura Winters–Morristown, NJ
Dr. James Woodress–Claremont, CA
John & Ardis Yost–Red Cloud, NE
Harriett & Virgil Zade–Red Cloud, NE

$50 to $99
Martha Ackmann–Leverett, MA
Gerald L. Alexanderson–Santa Clara, CA
James & Harriett Allen–Fort Collins, CO
Henry Altchek–New York, NY
Florence Amamoto–St. Peter, MN
Helen L. Anderson–Seward, NE
Antie Anderson–Hastings, NE
Cheryl Arends–Omaha, NE
June Armstrong–Red Cloud, NE
Marion R. Austin–Troy, NH
Ken & Keron Bailey–Guide Rock, NE
Virginia Barber–Charlottesville, VA
Carol Barnes–Colby, KS
Roger & Joan Bassett–Fullerton, NE
Wally & Barb Bean–Inavale, NE
Elizabeth M. Beasley–Kansas City, MO
Judith A. Beine–Franklin, WI

Douglas & Louise Bereuter–Alamo, CA
Vinal Overing Binner–Vienna, Austria
Timothy W. Bintrim–Johnstown, PA
Cheryl Birkelo–Woodland Park, CO
Georgia Bishel–Hastings, NE
Charles & Kay Blackstone–Red Cloud, NE
Beverly A. Bohlke–Lincoln, NE
Albert & Pamela Boner–Hastings, NE
Jack & Sandy Bowen–Little Rock, AR
Roger Bradford–Lexington, MA
Byrn Mawr College–Bryn Mawr, PA
Park Bucker–Sumter, SC
Ken Burns–Walpole, NH
LoAnn Campbell–Ames, IA
Sandra Carlson–Grand Island, NE
Dr. Isabella Caruso–Brooklyn, NY
Caroline Carvill–Terre Haute, IN
Barbara Morris Caspersen–Hobe Sound, FL
Mary Chinery–Lakewood, NJ
Kara K. Choquette–Highlands Ranch, CO
Linda Chown–Grand Rapids, MI
Edith Cleaves–Jarrettsville, MD
Mary Ellen Connelly–Sioux Falls, SD
Beverly J. Cooper–Hastings, NE
Evelyn M. Copeland–Southbury, CT
Barbara Jean Cortesio–Des Moines, IA
Roger & Pat Crook–Red Cloud, NE
Peter & Jill Crooker–Pittsford, NY
Mary Ann Daily–Cambridge, MA
Dr. George F. Day–Waterloo, IA
Bill Demke–Omaha, NE
Gerald B. & Kit Dimon–Lincoln, NE
Josh Dolezal–Pella, IA
Louise C. Drapek–South Bend, IN
Robbie Dunlap–Longmont, CO
Stephanie Durrans–Pessac, France
Paul & Polly Duryea–Humboldt, NE
Linda M. Dyer–Amherst, NH
East Tennesse State University–Johnson City, TN
Jack & Judy Ekeler–Fremont, NE
Rebecca L. Evers–Kearney, NE
Becky Faber–Lincoln, NE
Farmers Co-op Association–Red Cloud, NE
Peggy Farney–Kansas City, MO
Willa G. Ferebee–Red Cloud, NE
Adeline M. Fitzgibbon, dec.–Red Cloud, NE
Ellen Foster–Grove City, PA

William S.J. Fraenkel–Mamaroneck, NY
David Fulmer–Ann Arbor, MI
Pamela Gallagher–Grand Island, NE
Henry H. & Josephine G. Gardiner–

Greenwood Village, CO
Mary Ida Garrard–Sherman, TX
Steve & Lisa Bouma Garvelink–Grand Rapids, MI
Judy Genco–Los Angeles, CA
Don R. Gerlach–Akron, OH
Neil Gustafson–La Grande, OR
Patricia A. Gutek–LaGrange, IL
Dr. Evelyn Haller–Lincoln, NE
Susan A. Hallgarth–Corrales, NM
Ellen Halmes–Elwood, NE
Charles & Erika Hamilton–Lincoln, NE
Ibby (Elizabeth) Hancock–Omaha, NE
Sherrill Harbison–Amherst, MA
David Harrell–Santa Fe, NM
Sue Hart–Billings, MT
Helen Harvey–Brooklyn, NY
Jeffrey Hayden & Eva Marie Saint–Los Angeles, CA
Charles Hebert–Greensboro, NC
Terry Heller–Cedar Rapids, IA
Sylvia Hermone–Fremont, NE
Jim & Marge Hewitt–Lincoln, NE
Joanne Hively–Mill Valley, CA
Wilbur Huck–Bend, OR
Lucy Hulme–St. Paul, MN
Lewis & Pamela Hunter–Superior, NE
Barbara E. Hustwit–Wooster, OH
Ann Jackson–Costa Mesa, CA
Andrew Jewell–Lincoln, NE
R. Gregory John–San Francisco, CA
Reverend William A. Johnson–Scarsdale, NY
Robert & Harriett Johnson–Hastings, NE
Wilma F. Jones–Hastings, NE
Thomas Jorgenson–Hastings, NE
Dale & Jan Juranek–Blue Hill, NE
Virginia Kassel–New York, NY
Walker & Dianne Kennedy–Lincoln, NE
Tim Kiefer–Madison, WI
Dr. Mary Emily Kitterman–Overland Park, KS
Phyllis Klein–Boulder, CO
Ramona Kluth–Columbus, NE
Sally Kurtzman–Denver, CO
Mark J. Madigan–Rochester, NY

John & Catherine Mamer–Minneapolis, MN
Dr. Mark & Bonnie Gill Manhart–Omaha, NE
Vicki Martin–Fairbury, NE
Martin & Ruth Massengale–Lincoln, NE
Dorothy Mattison–Red Cloud, NE
Melissa Mbride–Oklahoma City, OK
Michael & Liz Shea McCoy–Lincoln, NE
Jane Meehan–Omaha, NE
Patricia Meisinger–Plattsmouth, NE
Sue Meline–Red Cloud, NE
James R. Messenger–Marietta, GA
Linda Metcalf–Denver, CO
Anthony Millspaugh–Chicago, IL
Earl & Marilyn Mitchell–Norfolk, NE
Stephen Monroe–Oxford, MS
Maria Isabel Morales–Kenosha, WI
Mary S. Moranville–Monmouth, OR
Anne Myers–Red Cloud, NE
Katsuya Naito–Claremont, CA
Nebraska Rural Living–Holdrege, NE
Shirley A. Nielsen–Red Cloud, NE
Roger & Iris Nunley–Hastings, NE
Julie Olin-Ammentorp–Manilus, NY
Wendell & Judy Ord–Guide Rock, NE
Theresa J. Osborne–Forest Hills, NY
Shawn & Erin Padgett–Hastings, NE
Paul Padgette–San Francisco, CA
Nicholas Page–York, Yorkshire, United Kingdom
Rita Parris–Lincoln, NE
Mary Jo Patton–Amherst Junction, WI
George C. Pavelka–Hastings, NE
Lunetta A. Pearce–Merriam, KS
Mary Louise Peterson–Columbus, NE
Katherine Pettersen–Red Cloud, NE
Joan S. Petty–Corona del Mar, CA
Curtis & Gladys Phillips–Beaver Crossing, NE
Deanne Printz & Jon B. Hempel–Lincoln, NE
Fay M. Purcell–Decatur, GA
Diane & Bruce Quantic–Derby, KS
John & Deb Quirk–Hastings, NE
Dr. Jessica Rabin–Timonium, MD
Karma Ragland–Red Cloud, NE
Anne Raine–Carleton Place, Ontario, Canada
Sue Repko–Pennington, NJ
Peter Riddleberger–Washington, DC
Charles & Laureen Riedesel–Beatrice, NE
Noyes W. Rogers–Columbus, NE

Linda H. Ross–Buffalo, NY
Reverend Steven P. Ryan–Columbia, MO
Kazuko Sakuma–Tokyo, Japan
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin C. Salter–Lake Forest, IL
Janet Scheevel–Grand Junction, CO
Ms. Otis Rhea Schmidt–Austin, TX
Patricia A. Schneider–Morristown, NJ
Dr. Jerry & Mary Seiler–Hastings, NE
Richard W. Sellars–Santa Fe, NM
Brad & Nancy Sherwood–Red Cloud, NE
Robert W. & Nancy J. Shively–Ft. Collins, CO
Anneliese H. Smith–Cobleskill, NY
Elaine Y. Smith–Tampa, FL
Robert & Nancy Sorensen–Lincoln, NE
Louis I. Sowersby–Tucson, AZ
Rick & Connie Spellman–Omaha, NE
State of Nebraska Tourism–Lincoln, NE
Carol Steinhagen–Marietta, GA
Sally Stich–Denver, CO
Gisae Suh–Seongnam, Republic of Korea
Dan Switky–San Mateo, CA
Merridee Taylor–Palo Alto, CA
Robert Thacker–Canton, NY
Steve & Jan Thelen–Lincoln, NE
Gary & Marcia Thompson–Red Cloud, NE
Laird Thompson–Tolono, IL
Barbara Raess Thomsen–Madison, WI
Don & Caroline Underwood–Pleasant Hill, CA
Alfred D. Van Buren–East Setauket, NY
Mary L. Vaughan–Santa Rosa, CA
Donald & Mary Ann Warner–Hastings, NE
Nancy E. Warner–Pasadena, CA
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Webster–Red Bluff, CA
Barbara Wiselogel–Red Cloud, NE
Catherine Woeber–Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
George E. Wolf–Lincoln, NE
Nancy R. Wurzel–Beachwood, OH
Robert Xidis–Lenexa, KS
Birgit Young–Lincoln, NE
Zentralbiblioithek Zurich–Zurich, Switzerland



Willa Cather Foundation Board of Governors Staff

Officers

Rev. Dr. Charles A. Peek,
President

Kearney, Nebraska

John A (Jay) Yost, Vice President
New York, New York

Glenda Pierce, Secretary
Lincoln, Nebraska

David Porter, Treasurer
Saratoga Springs, New York

Board Members

Virgil Albertini
Kansas City, Missouri

Bruce P. Baker II
Omaha, Nebraska

Charles Cather
Long Beach, California

Carol Cope
Kearney, Nebraska

Thomas Reese Gallagher
New York, New York

David B. Garwood
Red Cloud, Nebraska

Joel Geyer
Lincoln, Nebraska

Ron Hull
Lincoln, Nebraska

Ruth H. Keene
Omaha, Nebraska

Betty Kort
Hastings, Nebraska

Susan Maher
Omaha, Nebraska

Gary L. Meyer
Red Cloud, Nebraska

Dr. Fritz Mountford
Hastings, Nebraska

John J. Murphy
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Guy Reynolds
Lincoln, Nebraska

Ann Romines
Alexandria, Virginia

Steve Shively
Logan, Utah

Merrill M. Skaggs
Madison, New Jersey

James P. Southwick
Heber City, Utah

Kay Stahly
Kearney, Nebraska

Robert Thacker
Canton, New York

Gary W. Thompson
Red Cloud, Nebraska

Steven Trout
Hays, Kansas

Joseph R. Urgo
Clinton, New York

Lu Williams
Red Cloud, Nebraska

Advisory Members

Laurie Smith Camp
Omaha, Nebraska

Jim Fitzgibbon
Red Cloud, Nebraska

Jane Renner Hood
Lincoln, Nebraska

Robert E. Knoll
Lincoln, Nebraska

Mellanee Kvasnicka
Omaha, Nebraska

Dale McDole
Overland Park, Kansas

Nancy S. Picchi
New York, New York

John N. Swift
Whittier, California

Cynthia Bruneteau
Executive Director
Education/Archives Director

Jan Offner
Office & Sites Manager

Stephany Thompson
Opera House Programming
Coordinator/Bookstore Manager

Ashley Nolan
Accounting

Jennifer Pankoke
Receptionist

Karin Prellwitz
Maintenance

Dorothy Mattison
Senior Tour Guide

Priscilla Hollingshead
Tour Guide

Barb Kudrna
Tour Guide

Cheryl Wilson
Tour Guide
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“We come and go, but the land is always here.

And the people who love it and understand it

are the people who own it — for a little while.”

— Willa Cather



Support

Bernice MacDonald–Hartsdale, NY

The Willa Cather Foundation
413 North Webster
Red Cloud, NE 68970

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Phone: 1-402-746-2653
Toll-free: 1-866-731-7304
Fax: 1-402-746-2652
email: info@willacather.org

www.willacather.org

Planned Giving — The Willa Cather Foundation relies upon charitable donations large and small for the support and operation of historic buildings, tours,

and programs. Donations to the Foundation are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. The Foundation offers and encourages planned giving instruments

such as charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, charitable lead trusts, endowment fund gifts, life insurance gifts, wills and bequests. W
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