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Educate, explore, inspire, preserve, protect. This year’s annual report 
illuminates these five strategic words, so vital to the Cather Foundation’s 
mission. I see these words as invitational, connected to every square inch 
of the Foundation’s physical space and to every page of Cather’s legacy. The 
magnificent Cather prairie, south of Red Cloud near the Kansas border, 
absorbs the visitor into its kinetic landscape, engages with its natural beauty, 
and educates with its flora and fauna, vestiges of the High Plains biome 
that existed before settlement days. The Cather Foundation preserves and 
protects this space for our current and future understanding of the natural 
world’s past. In town, the entrance doors of the Red Cloud Opera House 
sweep the visitor into the late 19th century structure that filled Cather’s 
youthful imagination with theater, music, comedy, and local folkways. 
This revitalized Opera House, the site of gallery openings, stage events, 
conferences, and celebrations, keeps the past’s imprint on time’s forward 
projection. Walk the few blocks to the Cather childhood home and you find 
another portal leading to education, exploration, inspiration, preservation,  
and protection. For so many visitors to Red Cloud, the childhood home 
embodies Cather’s storytelling. To enter that home is to walk into Thea 
Kronberg’s, Jim Burden’s, and Old Mrs. Harris’s existences. Willa Cather’s 
fiction is among the world’s greatest. Preserving and protecting her brilliance, 
inspiring others to appreciate her artistry, educating the public on Cather’s 
literary landscapes lie at the heart of the Cather Foundation enterprise.  
Five words with a big resonance.

Susan N. Maher 
President 
Willa Cather Foundation Board of Governors

What an education! Little did I know just how much my horizons would 
expand when I joined the Cather Foundation. I am inspired every day by 
the amazing talent, determination and passion for Cather’s life and work 
exhibited by the Board of Governors, staff, volunteers, and the generous 
friends who support us. To explore Cather’s poignant works with a new 
appreciation; to steward her legacy for new generations; and to protect and 
preserve the historic places that shaped Cather’s future—these are truly 
rewarding undertakings for all of us at the Foundation.

The Opera House was Cather’s “eye to the world” and this year was no 
exception. Our programming this year exemplified the dynamic activity 
reflected in this year’s annual report. The public enjoyed a wide variety of 
art and entertainment from poetry performances to opera and orchestra 
concerts to enchanting children’s theater and photographic exhibits, 
including the powerful Remembering Our Fallen and the Smithsonian’s 
America Through the CBS Eye.

No one could ever label the Cather Foundation a one-dimensional 
organization! It has been a true privilege to join the Cather Foundation.  
I can’t wait to see what’s on the horizon for the coming years.

Leslie C. Levy 
Executive Director

To Our Friends and Supporters

On the Cover: Picturing Cather’s Fictional World
For each of Cather’s novels and several of her best-known stories, we have 
selected illustrations evocative of the work. Some are drawn from real-world 
models; some are entirely fanciful. See the back cover for a key to the images.



Helping Readers Discover the Writer and Her Work

2011 marked the 56th annual Willa Cather Spring Conference and the 13th 
International Cather Seminar. By enabling generations of Cather lovers and 
scholars to immerse themselves in her work and life and influences, these 
two long-running events have greatly expanded the legions of Cather readers 
and deepened their understanding of her work.

“Willa Cather and Her Popular Culture” was the theme of the 2011 Spring 
Conference in Red Cloud, exploring Cather’s relationship to the popular 

culture of her day, in music and movies 
and the printed word. One of our 
distinguished guests was Rin Tin Tin 
XI, a direct descendant of the canine 
superstar whom an adoring Cather 
once called “my crush.” In addition 
to panels and discussions, conference 
participants were also treated to an 
1890s musical revue, punctuated by 
alternatingly acerbic and appreciative 
commentary on the musical offerings, 
from Cather’s own writings.

This year’s edition of the biennial 
International Seminar, sponsored in 
cooperation with Smith College, was 

held in June on the Smith campus in Northampton, Massachusetts. “Willa 
Cather and the Nineteenth Century” traced the transition from a Victorian 
to modernist America and the legacy of nineteenth-century culture in 
Cather’s life and work. The featured speakers were the distinguished scholar 
Nina Baym, author most recently of Women Writers of the American West, 
1833-1927, and best-selling novelist Sue Miller, whose ten novels include 
The Good Mother and While I Was Gone. One of the highlights of the 

seminar was a moving and memorable 
visit to the gravesites of Cather and Edith 
Lewis, her long-time companion, in 
nearby Jaffrey Center, New Hampshire.

Uncovering Riches

In the Willa Cather Newsletter & 
Review, published three times annually, 
our members encounter fascinating 
explorations of Cather and her work. 
Here, for example, is where our friend 
the Right Reverend Frank T. Griswold, 
the XXV Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, examines Cather’s 
“ability to read the book of human 
experience.” In another story, scholar 
and Cather Foundation board member 
Richard C. Harris digs into a little-known 
trove of letters between Cather and her

long-time publisher Alfred A. Knopf, illuminating Cather’s resistance to 
the title One of Ours for the novel she wished to call Claude—resistance she 
ultimately overcame, of course.

Our Newsletter & Review of Fall 2011 was 
history-making, on two counts: it featured, 
for the first time anywhere, the full text of 
Cather’s unfinished and fragmentary final 
work, “Hard Punishments.” Also included 
was Cather’s never-published “Paestum,” 
commemorating her 1908 trip to Italy. 
Scholar Mark Madigan sensitively rescues 
this lovely poem from decades of neglect.

The Newsletter & Review has been  
published continuously since the 
Foundation’s founding; all past issues  
can be found at www.WillaCather.org.

EducateE D U C A T E

N E W S L E T T E R  &  R E V I E W
Volume 55, No. 2 Fall  2011

Cather’s unpublished “Paestum” 
Mark Madigan

The “Hard Punishments” fragments

“Transcendent genius”: Cather and Sarah Bernhardt 
Evelyn Funda

Willa Cather
and the

19th Century

The International Cather Seminar 2011 
June 20-25, 2011 | Smith College, Northampton, MA
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Sharing Cather’s World

What’s the point of having treasures if you don’t share them? Each year 
our dedicated guides lead dozens of tours, large and small, through our 
historic properties in and around Red Cloud. Often our guests are students 
discovering Cather for the first time, borne along by the enthusiasm of their 
teachers; just as often we are host to dedicated long-time Cather lovers 
making pilgrimages to the storied little town where a beloved writer found 
her voice. 

It is our great pleasure to witness many, many transformative moments—as 
happens sometimes when people look into Cather’s modest attic bedroom 
for the first time, or stand on the Opera House stage where she saw touring 
theatrical companies perform and where she delivered her high school 
valedictory address. We get to open new eyes to Cather’s life and work and 
we also get to share in the knowledge and perspectives of our guests. For all 
of us at the Cather Foundation, helping others experience Cather’s world 
is one of the most rewarding parts of our work.

ExploreE X P L O R E

The Norma Ross Walter Scholarship

When the Cather Foundation’s 25th annual Norma Ross Walter Scholarship 
was awarded to Jaime DeTour in 2011, several past recipients were on 
hand to participate in the ceremony (see photograph above), among them 
Karen Hartmann Roggenkamp, the very first winner. Now a professor of 
literature at Texas A&M University-Commerce, Dr. Roggenkamp called the 
scholarship a “life-changing event” that launched her on her career path.

Norma Ross Walter was a Navy Wave during the Second World War and a 
career newspaper editor in California. A lover of Cather and frequent visitor 
to Red Cloud, she was also a firm believer in education for young women. At  
her death in 1982, she left a bequest to fund a scholarship program for female 
graduates of Nebraska high schools who intend to major in English in college. 
The first scholarship, to Karen Hartmann Roggenkamp, was awarded in 1987.

She was first in an inspiring group. Lynn D. Lu has degrees from Harvard, 
Sussex University and New York University School of Law, where she now  
teaches. Erin Duncan has her M.A. from Iowa State and works for the 
National Education Association. Michele Dowd, with a Ph.D. from Columbia, 
is an English professor at the University of North Carolina-Greensboro. 
Kelly Bare has a degree from Northwestern in English and journalism and  
works as a special projects editor for The New Yorker. 

The scholarship winners and the Cather Foundation owe a debt of gratitude 
to Norma Ross Walter. The Foundation’s scholarship efforts, directed by  
long-time Board of Governors member Virgil Albertini, are a fundamental 
part of our educational mission.

InspireI N S P I R E

Left to right: Lynn D. Lu, Erin Duncan, Karen Hartmann Roggenkamp,  
Tuesday Metcalf, Laura Sunderman, Emily Burns, Jaime DeTour, Virgil Albertini.
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Loving Care of Our Historic Properties

One of the Cather Foundation’s most basic responsibilities is to protect our 
historic landmarks from the ravages of time—to keep the prairie grasses from  
growing over them, if you will. With our partners the Nebraska State 
Historical Society, we work year-round to manage projects ranging from small  
repairs to capital-intensive restorations. We do this work at our Foundation-
owned properties as well as at the sites originally purchased by the Foundation 
in its early years and now owned by NSHS, from which we receive an annual 
budget allocation.

Protecting the Harling House

Routinely, our maintenance and restoration costs far outstrip the funds 
available; we rely greatly on private contributions for many essential 
undertakings. One of the Foundation’s own properties, the beautiful 
“Harling House”—unforgettably featured in My Ántonia, and deeded to 
the Foundation by Nancy and Bernard Picchi—is currently undergoing 
emergency structural repairs, after which interior restoration work will 
continue. Preserving this stunning historic residence for future generations 
of Cather lovers is one of our highest priorities.

A New Life for the Cather Second Home

Thanks to a generous gift this year from Jim and Angela Southwick, the 
Cather Foundation recently purchased the Red Cloud house that has long 
been known as the Cather Second Home. Willa Cather’s parents bought 
the house in 1903, leaving behind the small rented house they had occupied 
when Cather was growing up. Cather was a frequent guest and had her 
own room in the spacious Victorian home, which figures as the Ferguesson 
family residence in Cather’s touching late story, “The Best Years.”

According to Jim Southwick, the home held fond memories for his mother, 
Helen Cather Southwick, who recalled serving tea to Aunt Willa there. And 
in testimony to the resilience of old Victorian houses, it served as a hospital 
for some years (and was the birthplace of two board members and many of 
our supporters). In recent years a bed-
and-breakfast, the house will again 
provide lodging and event facilities. 
With the addition of the Cather 
Second Home, the Foundation owns 
five historic sites related to Cather’s life 
and work, and manages an additional 
six historic sites for the Nebraska State 
Historic Society.

PreserveP R E S E R V E
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Securing the Cather Foundation’s Collections

From its inception, the Foundation has been the fortunate caretaker of a  
fine collection of objects and documents connected to the life and work  
of Willa Cather. Many of these were gifts of our founding members and  
many have come to us over the years through the generosity of donors.  
To help protect these riches so that future audiences can enjoy and study 
them, the Foundation has begun the ambitious task of building new archival 
facilities and museum space as part of the Moon Block restoration project. 
Adjacent to our home at the Red Cloud Opera House, the building known 
historically as the Moon Block will be joined to the Opera House to create 
the National Willa Cather Center, at the heart of which will be a new home 
for our priceless archives.

With expanded display capabilities, media and classroom space, and 
environmentally secure spaces for housing our growing collections, the 
National Willa Cather Center will enable us to be good stewards of Cather’s 
legacy for years to come.

ProtectP R O T E C T

Clockwise from top: A telegram Cather 
sent to her brother Douglass (“C. D. 
Cather”) on January 1, 1932; Cather’s 
monogrammed leather correspondence 
folder and personal stationery; a grouping 
showing her toiletry case, stationery folder, 
monogram die, necklace box, and 1889-
1890 autograph book; her 17-jewel Elgin 
pocketwatch; and her 1923 passport. All 
pieces from the Foundation’s Helen Cather 
Southwick Collection, donated by Jim  
and Angela Southwick.
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Financial Summary 2011

n Conferences, Seminars, Bookstore and Publications 19% $132,430

n Nebraska State Historic Site Operations 15% 101,935

n Scholarships 1% 7,880

n Opera House Programming and Operations 15% 102,650

n Preservation and Cather Second Home Acquisition 14% 92,382

n Prairie Restoration and Maintenance 4% 25,702

n Administration 21% 143,039

n Capital Construction Fund 11% 71,909

   $677,927

Use of Funds

21%

4%

19%

15%

15%14%

11%

Support and Revenue

46%

7%

12%

8%

4%

12%

3%

8%

n Contributions and Memberships 46% $390,699

n Grants 12% 103,803

n Nebraska State Historical Society Appropriations 8% 68,430

n Sales and Admissions 8% 64,621

n Rental Income 4% 31,055

n Conferences, Seminars, Other 12% 99,924

n Royalties 3% 29,084

n Capital Construction Fund 7% 64,264

   $851,880

The variance between Support and Revenue and Use of Funds is largely due to two factors:
(1) grant funds of $75,000 received in 2011 to be expended in 2012, and
(2) generous restricted contributions of $75,775 to be expended in future years for programming, preservation, and other special projects.

These figures are based on final year-end audited information compiled by an independent public accounting firm.

1%
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Support

The following individuals and organizations were donors to the Willa Cather Foundation in 2011. Space does not permit us to list donations under $50.00, but we 
are grateful for these contributions. Every gift is important to us.

$50,000 and Above
Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, NE
John Sherwood, Red Cloud, NE
James P. & Angela J. Southwick, Heber City, UT

$25,000 to $49,999
Cooper Foundation, Lincoln, NE

$15,000 to $24,999
Garnet Lewis, Red Cloud, NE
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc., Lincoln, NE
John A Yost & G. Wade Leak, New York, NY

$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous, Kearney, NE
Gilbert M. & Martha H. Hitchcock Foundation,  
 Omaha, NE
Carmen & John Gottschalk Foundation, Omaha, NE
Nebraska Arts Council, Omaha, NE

$5,000 to $9,999
Dr. Virgil & Dolores Albertini, Fairway, KS
The Theodore G. Baldwin Foundation, Kearney, NE
Carol Cope, Kearney, NE
Thomas Reese Gallagher, New York, NY
Reese Gates, Red Cloud, NE
Geraldine L. Lewis, Red Cloud, NE
Daniel & Lucia Woods Lindley, Evanston, IL
UN-L Cather Project, Lincoln, NE

$2,500 to $4,999
Thomas R. Hutson, Thurman, IA
Inavale Foundation, Cambridge, MA
Nebraska Environmental Trust, Lincoln, NE
Bernard J. & Nancy S. Picchi, New York, NY
Red Cloud Community Foundation, Red Cloud, NE
Jim & Trish Schreiber, Meadow Vista, CA
Dayre & Tere L. Williams, Red Cloud, NE

$1,000 to $2,499
Adrian Almquist, Bloomington, MN
Melvin C. Anderson Estate, Red Cloud, NE
Marion A. Arneson, Wayne, NE
Erma B. Bennett, Indianapolis, IN
William N. Buffett, Arlington, MA
Amy Van Buren, Fairfield, CT
President & Mrs. George W. Bush, Dallas, TX

Marilyn B. Callander, Ph. D, Lebanon, NJ
Robert A. Cary, Portland, OR
Daughters of the American Revolution, Fremont, NE
Elise R. Donohue, Clyde Park, MT
Joel & Chris Geyer, Lincoln, NE
Paul & Oscar Giger Foundation, Omaha, NE
Jane Renner Hood, Lincoln, NE
James W. Johnson & Michael L. Connell,  
 New York, NY
Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation, Omaha, NE
Frederick J. & Diane Kaufman, Hays, KS
Paul R. & Lynette R. Krieger, Hastings, NE
Dr. Susan N. Maher & Al Kammerer, Duluth, MN
Gary & Beverly Meyer, Red Cloud, NE
Nebraska Humanities Council, Lincoln, NE
Pacific Life Foundation, Newport Beach, CA
Reverend Charles & Nancy Peek, Grand Island, NE
Peoples-Webster County Bank, Red Cloud, NE
David H. Porter, Saratoga Springs, NY
Red Cloud Historic Preservation Commission,  
 Red Cloud, NE
James C. & Rhonda Seacrest, Lincoln, NE
Barbara Sprague, Red Cloud, NE
Robert & Debbie Thacker, Canton, NY
LeRoy & Jean Thom, Hastings, NE
R. T. Vanderbilt Trust, Norwalk, CT
Michael & Carmen Zalman, Lincoln, NE

$500 to $999
Dr. George & Colleen Adam, Hastings, NE
Richard (Dick) Amack, Lac Du Flambeau, WI
Bahr Vermeer Haecker Architects, Omaha, NE
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce P. Baker II, Omaha, NE
Edward & Margaret Bates, Lincoln, NE
Dr. Fred & Mary Bliss, Davis, CA
Dr. Gary Cook, Cumberland, MD
Bob Crawford, Red Cloud, NE
Gloria Dinsdale, Palmer, NE
Larry & Lyn Fenwick, Fort Worth, TX
Gary Thompson Agency, Inc., Red Cloud, NE
Frank T. Griswold, Philadelphia, PA
Andrew & Becca Jewell, Lincoln, NE
Ruth & Jim Keene III, Omaha, NE
Robert Kerrey, New York, NY
Mary Ann Mignon, Lincoln, NE
James R. & Janet M. O’Keeffe, Hastings, NE
Jack & Pamela Osborne, Hastings, NE

Red Cloud Economic Development, Red Cloud, NE
Red Cloud Women’s Chamber, Red Cloud, NE
Republican Valley Arts Council, Red Cloud, NE
The Rockefeller Foundation, New York, NY
Elaine Spire, Omaha, NE
C. Kay Stahly, Kearney, NE
Dwight E. Theobald, Red Cloud, NE
John & Ardis Yost, Red Cloud, NE

$250 to $499
Alan & Sharon Amack, Gilbert, AZ
Harold W. & Marian Andersen, Omaha, NE
Helen L. Anderson, Seward, NE
Laurance Bird, Santa Monica, CA
Connie Bostock, Red Cloud, NE
Mark W. & Ashley Bostock, Windsor, CO
George H. Brockway, New York, NY
John R. Campbell, Omaha, NE
Jeffrey J. Cataudella, Deep River, CT
John Conley, Omaha, NE
Linda High Daniel, Culpepper, VA
Hal & Mary Daub, Omaha, NE
Frank Dowding, Saint Paul, MN
Jane K. Dressler, Kent, OH
Marsha E. Fangmeyer, Gibbon, NE
James L. Farmer, Red Cloud, NE
Evelyn Funda, Logan, UT
William R Furgeson, Jr., Dallas, TX
Faye J. Glass, Crete, NE
Stacey Guill, Boise, ID
George & Judith Haecker, Omaha, NE
Harry Hall, Omaha, NE
Matthew Hansen & Sarah Baker Hansen, Omaha, NE
Charles Heeter, McLean, VA
D. R. Heiniger, Jacksonville, IL
Ben & Christie Hirschfeld, Kearney, NE
Priscilla Hollingshead, Inavale, NE
Judy Morhart Hudson, Santa Rosa, CA
Ron & Naomi Hull, Lincoln, NE
Lewis & Pamela Hunter, Superior, NE
Barbara E. Hustwit, Wooster, OH
John Cather Ickis, Alajuela, Costa Rica
Michael & Jennifer Janezic, Westminister, CO
Thomas Kelley, Santa Ana, CA
Christine Kephart, Toms River, NJ
David L. & Amy Kornblau, Manhasset, NY
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Kurtz, Jr., Clearfield, PA

Mellanee Kvasnicka, La Vista, NE
Pam Lay, Hastings, NE
Bill & Tanya Lindsteadt, Hastings, NE
Cheryl Livingston , Golden, CO
Abigail A. Loomis, Madison, WI
Susan D. McClanahan, New York, NY
Therese J. McGuire , Evanston, IL
Jean E. Mercer, Akron, OH
John D. & Deborah Ann Mercer, Oak Park, IL
Elsa Nettels, Williamsburg, VA
Theresa J. Osborne, New York, NY
Richard Patterson, Lincoln, NE
Julie Piepenkotter, Los Angeles, CA
Glenda J. Pierce & Jeff Kilpatrick, Lincoln, NE
Stanley & Gloria Plesent, Larchmont, NY
Gary F. & Jean F. Pokorny, El Cerrito, CA
Hugh Porter, Portland, OR
John F. Preis, Richmond, VA
Robert & Sharol Rasberry, Wichita, KS
Charles Reiher, Red Cloud, NE
Guy Reynolds & Caroline Anton-Smith, Lincoln, NE
Brad & Suzan Rohrig, Omaha, NE
Ann Romines, Alexandria, VA
Dr. James P. & Jenn Sandrock, Iowa City, IA
Janet Scheevel, Grand Junction, CO
Ms. Otis Rhea Schmidt, Austin, TX
Kathryne E. Shannon, Castle Rock, CO
Steve Shively, Logan, UT
Edward & Jeri Shute, Red Cloud, NE
Richard Norton Smith, Arlington, VA
Leonard & Kate Sommer, Omaha, NE
Dr. Amy Springer, Red Cloud, NE
Sylvia A. Stevens & Dawn A. Nehls, Mesa, AZ
Pam Swisher, Ft. Calhoun, NE
Jon Teaford, Lafayette, IN
Gary & Marcia Thompson, Lincoln, NE
Warren & Sandy Tucker, Grosse Pointe, MI
Sidney Wade, Gainesville, FL
John & Peg Welch, Hastings, NE
William Welch, Mesa, AZ
William A. West, Denver, CO

$100 to $249
Martha Ackmann, Leverett, MA
Mike Adams & Kate Benzel, Kearney, NE
Ronald Adkins, Cedar Rapids, IA
John & Gaylene Adler, Omaha, NE

Zola Albers, Red Cloud, NE
Florence Amamoto, St. Peter, MN
Mark Arneson, Arlington, TX
Marion R. Austin, Troy, NH
Pamela Baker, Lincoln, NE
Michele Ballantyne & Arthur Berger,  
 Salt Lake City, UT 
Michele A. Barale, Amherst, MA
Carol Barnes, Colby, KS
Gary W. Barth, Hastings, NE
Douglas Bauer, Boston, MA
Duane & Clare Baylor, Ralston, NE
William Beachly, Hastings, NE
Barb Bean, Hastings, NE
William & Elaine Beezley, Red Cloud, NE
Douglas & Louise Bereuter, Alamo, CA
Duane & Ardyce Biede, Hastings, NE
Judy Billesbach, Hollywood, CA
Georgia Bishel, Hastings, NE
Charles & Kay Blackstone, Red Cloud, NE
Russ & Tonia Bomhoff, Bainbridge Island, WA
Roger Bradford, Lexington , MA
Melissa Bradley, Denver, CO
Jeannie S. Brayman, Omaha, NE
Claire Breihan, Austin, TX
Curt & Mary J. Brumbaugh, Red Cloud, NE
Max & Jean Callen, Hickman, NE
Hon. Laurie Smith Camp, Omaha, NE
Paul D. Carter, Ridgewood, NJ
Dr. Isabella Caruso, Brooklyn , NY
Virginia Christopher, Bucklin, KS
Cloyd Clark, McCook, NE
Jack L. & Tia Clarke, Newbury Park, CA
Cline Williams, Lincoln, NE
Jeanne C. Collins, Denver, CO
Dr. Sue Conley, Middleton, WI
Beverly J. Cooper, Council Bluffs, IA
Lise Cordsen, Boulder, CO
Mark & Deb Covert, Omaha, NE
James G. Croghan, New York, NY
William M. Curtin, Storrs Mansfield, CT
Connie L. Dake, Beatrice, NE
Molly Darnell, Greeley , CO
Dr. George F. Day, Waterloo, IA
Joe & Cat DeRose, Denver, CO
Max Despain, Monument, CO
John di Domenico, New York, NY
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Sally J. Dickman, Phoenix, AZ
Muriel R. Dimock, Red Wing, MN
Tom & Kim Dinsdale, Grand Island, NE
Alice Dittman, Lincoln, NE
Sandra M. Doe, Denver, CO
Patrick K. & Nora A. Dooley, Cuba, NY
Angela Duca, Red Cloud, NE
Barbara Smith Durham, Dallas, TX
Philip Ebert, Lynnville, IA
Dave & Linda Eckhoff, Red Lodge, MT
Jack & Judy Ekeler, Fremont, NE
David & Connie Eldred, Plano, TX
Ella Epp, Henderson, NE
Becky Faber, Lincoln, NE
Polly J. Feis, Lincoln, NE
Gertrude E. Ferguson, Shawnee Mission, KS
Margaret Ickis Fernbacher, Willoughby, OH
James L. & Marianne Fitzgibbon, Red Cloud, NE
Kathleen Fowles, Grand Island, NE
Abe & Pauline Fratts, Santa Ana, CA
Elisabeth R. French, Washington, DC
Pamela L. Gallagher & Dean Ott, Kearney, NE
Gil & Susan Garcia, Loveland, CO
Dave & Marietta Garwood, Red Cloud, NE
Roger W. Gatz, Hiawatha, KS
Michael & Melissa Gengler, Lincoln, NE
Don R. Gerlach, Harvard, NE
Sarah Glickenhaus, Scarsdale, NY
Walter Gray, Madison, WI
Neil Gustafson, La Grande, OR
Dr. Mark & Laurie Guy, Grand Forks, ND
Phil D. & Shirley Guy, Lilburn, GA
James & Ann Hager, Simpsonville, SC
Elsie Galbreath Haley, Denver, CO
Liz & David Halsted, Hastings, NE
Dan & Jennifer Hamann, Omaha, NE
Dennis & Sally Hansen, Red Cloud, NE
Richard Hansen & Lloyd Wulf, Red Cloud, NE
Wilbur & Sarah Hass, Lincoln, NE
Hastings State Bank, Hastings, NE
Jeffrey Hayden & Eva Marie Saint, Los Angeles, CA
Charles & Margaret Hermes, Hastings, NE
Dawson C. Heron, Concord, MA
Warren & Elizabeth Hicks, Erowal Bay, NSW, Australia
Edward A. Hinz, Jr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Joanne Hively, Mill Valley, CA
Rich Hoeckh, Florence , MA
Jon & Christine Hoek, Gansevoort, NY
Marlin & Marie Hoffman, Red Cloud, NE
Melissa J. Homestead, Lincoln, NE
Clara G. Hoover, Omaha, NE
Doug & Charlene Hoschouer, Red Cloud, NE
Steven S. & Annette Huff, Omaha, NE

Clair D. Husby, Arlington, SD
Tim & Susan Irons, League City, TX
Andrew & Lilian Jacobitz, Omaha, NE
Kevin & Beth Jensen, Duluth, GA
Steve & Cheryl Jewell, North Platte, NE
Loren Johnson, Murray, UT
Rev. William A. Johnson, Scarsdale, NY
Robert L. Johnson, Hastings, NE
Sally Johnson, Lincoln, NE
Dale & Jan Juranek, Blue Hill, NE
Virginia Kassel, New York, NY
David S. Katz, New  York, NY
Anne L. Kaufman, Milton, MA
Judy Keller, Lawrence, KS
R. Crosby Kemper III, Lawrence, KS
Helen W. Kenefick, Omaha, NE
Dr. Jim & Cheryl Keyser, Lincoln, NE
Scott & Jane Kleeb, Hastings, NE
Don & Helen Kleiber, Sky Valley, GA
Phyllis Klein, Boulder, CO
Virginia Knoll, Lincoln, NE
Gene & Connie Koepke, Kearney, NE
Robin & Ann Koozer, Hastings, NE
Dr. Susan Kress, Saratoga Springs, NY
Rick & Barb Kudrna, Red Cloud, NE
Roy B. Lacoursiere, M.D., Topeka, KS
Barry Lamm, New York, NY
David B. & Kelly Landgren, Hastings, NE
Priscilla Leder, San Marcos, TX
David & Nancy Lederer, Chapel Hill, NC
John & Sally Levy, Elmhurst, IL
Bernice MacDonald, Hartsdale, NY
Harold E. Magill, Omaha, NE
Mary Ann & Eugene Marko, Sioux Falls, SD
Lucy Marks, Summit, NJ
Michael Marrone, Duxbury, MA
Larry & Danell Martin, Lincoln City, OR
Robert & Virginia Mastin, Hastings, NE
Mary Lynne McDermott, Boonton, NJ
Patricia Meisinger, Plattsmouth, NE
Morris B. Mellion, M.D. & Irene C. Mellion,  
 Teton Village, WY
The Hon. Lindsey Miller-Lerman, Omaha, NE
Richard H. Millington, Florence, MA
Sacha Millstone, Boulder, CO
Fred & Ann Moseley, Cumby, TX
Fritz Mountford, Hastings, NE
Mary Ellen Mulcahy, Omaha, NE
John & Anne Mulvihill, Kansas City, MO
John J. & Sally Murphy, Santa Fe, NM
Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln, NE
Patricia Needham, Kansas City, MO
George E. Neel, Jr., Laredo, TX

Sen. John E. & Judy Nelson, Omaha, NE
David & Vickie Nolan, Red Cloud, NE
John & Michele Northrop, Hastings, NE
Jan Ohmstede, Ester, AK
Colette Oldmixon, Stony Brook, NY
Oregon Trail Equipment, Red Cloud, NE
Edwin Overing, Hot Springs, AR
Daryl Palmer, Denver, CO
Ron & Judy Parks, Omaha, NE
Sara Parks, State College, PA
Robert M. Patterson, San Antonio, TX
Father Wayne Pavela, Humphrey, NE
James Pearce, College Station, TX
John & Elizabeth Peloso, Westport, CT
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Hastings, Inc.,  
 Hastings, NE
Jeri Theobald Peterson, Littleton, CO
Joan S. Petty, Corona del Mar, CA
Gene & Margaret Pokorny, Jaffrey, NH
Gary & Sara Radil, Omaha, NE
Jane Rainis, Palm City, FL
Gail Reals, Springfield, VA
Red Cloud Animal Health, Red Cloud, NE
Red Cloud Chamber of Commerce, Red Cloud, NE
Peter Riddleberger, Washington, DC
Elizabeth S. Roberts, Mount Desert, ME
Mark A. & Linda Robison, Lincoln, NE
Ky & Jane Rohman, Lincoln, NE
Sheri Rose, Springfield, OR
Barbara E. Roshak, Forked River, NJ
Dr. Aden Ross, Salt Lake City, UT
Pam Russell, Oklahoma, OK
Dr. Elizabeth Sabiston, Toronto, ON
Don & Barbara Saladen, Grand Island, NE
Mary Louise de Sarran, Bowie, MD
Ann Satterthwaite, Washington, DC
Dr. Susan A. Schiller, Mt. Pleasant, MI
Cynthia Schneider, Omaha, NE
Susan Schultz, Tiffin, IA
Seth Parker Schulz & Antona Beckman, Lincoln, NE
Richard W. Sellars, Santa Fe, NM
Nancy Sells, Tampa, FL
Elizabeth Shannon, Denver, CO
Brad & Nancy Sherwood, Omaha, NE
D. Charles Shoemaker & Lynne A. Friedewald,  
 Hastings, NE
Frank & Shirley Sibert, Kearney, NE
Jack & Bonnie Sibert, Lincoln, NE
Fred & Margaret Sibley, Alpine, NY
Alfred E. Smith, Tipton, KS
Marcus J. & Pamela H. Snow, Ashland, NE
Chris & Vicki Sommerich, Lincoln, NE
Mara Southorn, Naperville, IL

Jonathan & Sandra Sparks, Greenwich, CT
Rick & Connie Spellman, Omaha, NE
Paul C. & Janice Stanko, Lakewood, CO
Neal & Jackie Stephany, Nashua, NH
Peter M. Sullivan, Indiana, PA
John N. & Cheryl Swift, Whittier, CA
Juliet Swoboda, Rancho Palos Verde, CA
Vance Taylor, Omaha, NE
Steven & Mary Terry, Red Cloud, NE
Mike & Lois Thom, Minden, NE
Art & Carol Thompson, Eagle, NE
Bette Tien, Prairie View, KS
David L. Tomko, Brookeville, MD
Dorothy Tuma, Omaha, NE
Richard & Karen Vierk, Lincoln, NE
Richard A. Weil, Oak Park, IL
Charolette Welch, Hastings, NE
John & Bernadine Wherry, Pawnee City, NE
Barbara Wiselogel, Red Cloud, NE
George E. Wolf & John Taylor, Lincoln, NE
Brad & Kathy Wulf, Red Cloud, NE
Jeff Yost & Cindy Ryman Yost, Lincoln, NE
Harriett & Virgil Zade, Red Cloud, NE
Marie Zander, Calverton, NY

$50 to $99
Gerald L. Alexanderson, Santa Clara, CA
Paul & Ellen Alkon, Rolling Hills Estates, CA
Marilyn Anderson, Nemo, SD
Patricia Anderson, Burr Oak, KS
Susan Shively Anderson, Fort Collins, CO
Cheryl Arends, Omaha, NE
Kathryn Arradondo, Teaneck, NJ
Michael Artman, Port Huron, MI
Dave & Jenni Aske, Greeley, CO
Nancy R. Barkman, Pittsburgh, PA
Laura Barlament, Staten Island, NY
Mary Jane Barnes, Baldwin Park, CA
Tim Barnes, Portland, OR
Margaret F. (Peggy) Bartley, Colorado Springs, CO
Roger & Joan Bassett, Fullerton, NE
Kimbery R. Baudino, Des Moines, IA
Elizabeth Beal, Houston, TX
Elizabeth M. Beasley, Kansas City, MO
Susan Belasco & Linck Johnson, Lincoln, NE
Berggren Architects, Lincoln, NE
Ann Billesbach & John Carter, Lincoln, NE
Vinal Overing Binner, Vienna, Austria
Nicholas Birns, New York, NY
Scott Blankenbaker, Charles City, IA
Glenda Blauch, Minden, NE
Chanda Seibert Blitch, Hickory, NC
Terry & Susanne Bloomfield, Walsenburg, CO

Beverly A. Bohlke, Lincoln, NE
Peter & Sandra Bond, Stony Brook, NY
Jack & Sandy Bowen, Little Rock, AR
Cheryl & Eve Brunner-Morris, Lopez Island, WA
Ken Burns, Walpole, NH
LoAnn Campbell, Hendersonville, NC
Senator Tom & Margo Carlson, Holdrege, NE
Jackie & Vaden Carthel, Amarillo, TX
Karen L. Case, Lincoln, NE
John & Jena Cerveny, Red Cloud, NE
Patricia Clarke, Dana Point, CA
Sarah E. Clere & Tom Horan, Charleston, SC
Henri Cole, Boston, MA
Roy E. Cook, East Granby, CT
Mike & Sara Corless, Mission Hills, KS
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY
Dr. Dan Cox, Omaha, NE
Roger & Pat Crook, Red Cloud, NE
Jill Crooker, Pittsford, NY
Jack & Judy Crowley, Hastings, NE
Kathleen Danker, Brookings, SD
Edward E. Day, Olathe, KS
Bill Demke, Omaha, NE
Rodney Deuel, Superior, NE
Lucy Ann Dodge, Minden, NE
Shelley Donnelly, Fremont, NE
Louise C. Drapek, South Bend, IN
Robbie Dunlap, Longmont, CO
Martha Dupecher, McLean, VA
Robert & Dorothy Dvorak, Bradenton, FL
Deanna B. Eversoll, Lincoln, NE
Dennis & Peggy Farney, Kansas City, MO
Willa Felzien, Hastings, NE
Willa G. Ferebee, Red Cloud, NE
Dr. & Mrs. Donovan Foote, Hastings, NE
Diane B. Foster, Wyncote, PA
Ellen Foster, Grove City, PA
William S. J. Fraenkel, Harrison, NY
Patrick & Estella Franken, Tulsa, OK
Bob & Nancy C. Furman, Lincoln, NE
Henry H. & Josephine G. Gardiner,  
 Greenwood Village, CO
Mary Ida Garrard, Sherman, TX
Steve Garvelink & Lisa Bouma Garvelink, Grand Rapids, MI
Elizabeth Byers Gaubert, Granville, OH
Reginald Gibbons, Evanston, IL
Roger & Joan Givens, Bellevue, NE
Angela Glover, Indianola, IA
William & Lois Goosic, Inavale, NE
Mark D. Greenberg, Denver, CO
Jean Griffith, Wichita, KS
Kathleen Griffith, Central City, NE
Francis & Kathy Gruba, Hastings, NE
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Barry J. & Marlea Gruver, Cherry Hill, NJ
Charmion Gustke, Nashville, TN
Patricia Gutek, LaGrange, IL
Dr. Evelyn Haller, Lincoln, NE
Susan A. Hallgarth, Corrales, NM
Denis A. Halton, Laguna Beach, CA
John & Elizabeth Hancock, Omaha, NE
Debra R. Hanna, New York, NY
John & Sandra Hanna, Omaha, NE
Sherrill Harbison, Amherst, MA
Chris Harrell, Coffeyville, KS
David Harrell, Santa Fe, NM
Sue Hart, Billings, MT
Leroy & Una Hartman, Red Cloud, NE
Anthony Haswell, Tucson, AZ
Dee & Jerri Haussler, Hastings, NE
Linda Healy, South Sioux City, NE
Anita Hoffman, Florham Park, NJ
Matthew Hokom, Fairmont, WV
Sharon Hoover, Lewes, DE
Rev. Nancy D. Hooper Horvath, Sardinia, OH
Tom & Joan Hruza, Lincoln, NE
Lucy Hulme, St. Paul, MN
Huntington Library, San Marino, CA
John Jacobs, Winchester, VA
Vaughn & Ruth Jaenike, Charleston, IL
Terry & Linda Jehling, Jefferson City, MO
Mike & Jennifer Jewett, Lancaster, SC
Elaine D. Johnson, Oak Park, IL
Shirley M. Johnson, Lincoln, NE
Tom & Eleanor Jorgenson, Hastings, NE
Dolores A. Justin, Pittsfield, MA
Howard Kane, Foxboro, MA
August G. Kauffmann, Summit, NY
Angela Keane, Denver, CO
Walker & Dianne Kennedy, Lincoln, NE
Dr. Mary Emily Kitterman, Overland Park, KS
Cheryl Klimaszewski, Philadelphia, PA
Ramona Kluth, Columbus, NE
Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge, Garland, NE
Clay & Katarzyna Koper-Bradley, Lincoln, NE
Ron & Betty Kort, Hastings, NE
Marcella Krieger, Hastings, NE
Paul D. & Barb Krueger, Bladen, NE
Jean Laing, Norfolk, NE
Betty A. Laird, Lawrence, KS
Joanne Leaman, Westport, CT
Dan & Leslie Levy, Lincoln, NE
Geneva Lewis, Bladen, NE
George W. Lewis, San Bruno, CA
Kathryn K. Lilley, Fredericksburg, VA
Carroll Lisle, Staunton, VA
Carol Litchfield, Waynesville, NC

Darrel & Roberta Lloyd, Hastings, NE
Wayne & Casey Long, Broadlands, IL
Jo Lovell, Denver, CO
Melvin Ludlam, Red Cloud, NE
Ann Lundberg, Orange City, IA
Mark J. Madigan, Pittsford, NY
Marcella Mahoney, Omaha, NE
Ceil Malek, Colorado Springs, CO
Dick & Ebby Malmgren, Annapolis, MD
John & Catherine Mamer, Minneapolis, MN
Marilyn J. Manlove, Baltimore, MD
Frank R. Markley, Ashland, OH
Gabrielle D. Martel, Rancho Murieta, CA
Vicki Martin, Fairbury, NE 
Deanna C. Martinez, Lafayette, CO
Dorothy Mattison, Red Cloud, NE
Melissa Mbride, Oklahoma City, OK
Dale McDole, Jr., Overland Park, KS
David & Carla McGill, Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Ron McKee, Rockville, MD
Jeremiah P. Mead, Chelmsford, MA
Bob & Jane Meehan, Omaha, NE
Linda Metcalf, Denver, CO
Donna Lee Meyer, Wood River, NE
E. Bette Miksch, Red Cloud, NE
Paulette M. Miksch, Colorado Springs, CO
John & Gretchen Mino, Monte Rio, CA
Mary Miritello, Evergreen Park, IL
Carol J. Moen, Anoka, MN
Sharon Mohatt, Firth, NE
Mary Moore, Council Bluffs, IA
Maria Isabel Morales, Kenosha, WI
James H. Morgan, Morristown, NJ
Bradford Morrow, New York, NY
Jack D. Morton, Palo Alto, CA
Louise Mountford, Lincoln, NE
Bob & Maggie Mundy, Omaha, NE
Karen Johnston Nagle, Walnut Creek, CA
Nazareth College of Rochester, Rochester, NY
Ann L. Nelson, Fairway, KS
Mary Ann Newcomer, Boise, ID
Carol Nowka, Grand Island, NE
Suzanne Oldham & Joe Gallagher, Prairie Village, KS
Julie Olin-Ammentorp, Manlius, NY
Jorn & Mary Olsen, Hastings, NE
Greggory Olson, Beloit, KS
Tyler & Ashley Olson, Red Cloud, NE
Wendell & Judy Ord, Guide Rock, NE
Peter Oresick, Pittsburgh, PA
Sabine Oswald, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Gary L. Pack, San Francisco, CA
Nicholas Page, York, United Kingdom
Dennis & Jess Pate, Omaha, NE

Louis & Cornelia Pepoy, Holland, MI
Connie Pieper, Friend, NE
Rebecca K. Pinker, Olathe, KS
Connie M. Piper, Burwell, NE
Ernest M. & Barbara J. Plummer, Paradise Valley, AZ
Noel Polk, Starkville, MS
Alberta Pope, Red Cloud, NE
Helen Porter, Atlanta, GA
Louis E. Pratters, Hastings, NE
Diane L. Prenatt, Indianapolis, IN
Xcel Energy Foundation Matching Program
Fay M. Purcell, Decatur, GA
Diane & Bruce Quantic, Derby, KS
John & Deb Quirk, Hastings, NE
Karma Ragland, Red Cloud, NE
Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha, NE
Andrew H. & Ruth Raun, Hastings, NE
Nancy J. Remer, Columbus, OH
Howard Rescot, Des Moines, IA
Brian Reynolds, Springfield, IL
Sarah Reznek, Washington, DC
Jason & Amy Roche, Lincoln, NE
Patricia A. Rogers, San Francisco, CA
Sister Charlotte Rohrbach, Wichita, KS
Marcia Rost, Holdrege, NE
Dr. Steve Rothenberger, Kearney, NE
Richard & Carol Russell, Omaha, NE
Corinna Ruth, Reedley, CA
Rev. Steven P. Ryan, Columbia, MO
Dr. Mary Ruth Ryder, Normal, IL
Rita Saenz, Sacramento, CA
Gina Saitta, Omaha, NE
Pat & Jeanne Salerno, Omaha, NE
Ernst E. Schnabl, Wilmette, IL
Bob & Suzi Schulz, Red Cloud, NE
Eric & Sabrina Ehmke Sergeant, Lincoln, NE
Karen Shade, Hays, KS
Paul & Jackie Shapiro, Albany, NY
Joanne L. Sheridan, Kennebunk, ME
Ryan & Laura Sherwood, Omaha, NE
Bob & Carmen Shively, Lincoln, NE
Bonnie L. Sites, Rodeo, NM
Christine H. Smith, Carbondale, CO
Elaine Y. Smith, Temple Terrace, FL
Michael J. Smith, Lincoln, NE
Richard & Elaine D. Smith, Lisle, IL
Robert & Nancy Sorensen, Lincoln, NE
Susan Southwick, Glendale, CA
Lindsay A. Squires, Fairfield, NE
Steve & Ruth Stanga, Brookings, SD
Joe Starita, Lincoln, NE
Starke Round Barn Historic Site, Red Cloud, NE
Linda Staubitz, Tucson, AZ

Donna B. Stedje, Buffalo, MN
Carol Steinhagen, Marietta, OH
Frank Edler & Mary K. Stillwell, Lincoln, NE
Sharon Stonecipher, Hastings, NE
David Stouck, West Vancouver, BC
Janis P. Stout, Brenham, TX
Claudia D. Stravato, Amarillo, TX
Paula Strobl, Gladstone, MO
Mitsuharu Suzuki, Tachikawa City, Tokyo, Japan
Sandra Swan, Chocowinity, NC
Marilyn Sweet, Oketa, KS
Barbara Raess Thomsen, Madison, WI
Ruth R. Thone, Lincoln, NE
Virginia Tingle, Kearney, NE
Sureva Towler, Lawrence, KS
Steven Trout, Mobile, AL
Tulane University, New Orleans, LA
Elizabeth A. Turner, Fox River Grove, IL
Don & Caroline Underwood, Pleasant Hill, CA
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI
Joseph R. & Lesley Urgo, St. Mary’s City, MD
Ben Vankat, Omaha, NE
Mary L. Vaughan, Hastings, NE
William Victor, Northridge, CA
Andrea Vlahakis, Woodbury, CT
Margaret D. Vogel & Marvin I. Friedman,  
 Potomac, MD
Barbara B. Walch, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Lynne M. Waldeland, Sycamore, IL
Katherine L. Walter & Tim Rinne, Lincoln, NE
Sarah Cheney Watson, Longview, TX
Steve Whayne, West Chester, OH
Bruce Whitacre & Pierce McCormack, New York, NY
David C. White, Nashville, TN
Clara V. Williams, Maitland, FL
Laura Winters, Morristown, NJ
Christina Wolak, Brookfield, IL
Katherine Wyrill, Kirwin, KS
Thomas & Patti Yaussi, Lincoln, NE
Deirdre Yeater, Stratford, CT
Jerry & Vicki Yost, Hastings, NE
Birgit Young, Lincoln, NE
John S. Zeigel, Santa Fe, NM
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Zürich, Switzerland 
Nancy Zimmerman, Annapolis, MD

In-Kind Gifts
The following individuals and 
organizations made in-kind donations 
of documented value during 2011. We 
appreciate these donations, which represent 
another means through which donors can 
support the work of the Foundation.

Connie Bostock, Red Cloud, NE
Hon. Laurie Smith Camp, Omaha, NE
Max Despain, Monument, CO
Richard Ely, Guide Rock, NE
Ella Epp, Henderson, NE
Thomas Reese Gallagher, New York, NY
Richard C. Harris, Glen Cove, NY
Mike & Carol Keenan, Florence, KY
Paul R. & Lynette R. Krieger, Hastings, NE
Rick & Barb Kudrna, Red Cloud, NE
Dan & Leslie Levy, Lincoln, NE
George Lewis, San Bruno, CA 
Linda Mattix, Charlotte, NC
Gary & Beverly Meyer, Red Cloud, NE
David & Vickie Nolan, Red Cloud, NE
Dr. Kari Ronning, Lincoln, NE
Craig Sass, Hastings, NE
Jim & Trish Schreiber, Meadow Vista, CA
Sherwin-Williams, Hastings, NE
James P. & Angela J. Southwick, Heber City, UT
Dr. Amy Springer, Red Cloud, NE
Sutter Place Interiors, Lincoln, NE 
Linda Varberg, Lawrence, KS
John & Ardis Yost, Red Cloud, NE
John A Yost & G. Wade Leak, New York, NY

Honorary and Memorial Gifts
Contributions made in 2011 in memory 
or appreciation of certain individuals are 
credited in the donor list and repeated here 
in recognition of the individuals honored.

$1,000 to $2,499
In honor of Dorothy Mattison
In memory of Alfred Van Buren
In memory of Merrill Skaggs

$500 to $999
In memory of Darlene M. Reiher

$250 to $499
In memory of John Mercer

$100 to $249
In honor of David Porter
In honor of John & Ardis Yost
In honor of John Brayman
In memory of Frederick Link
In memory of John Bergers
In memory of Loretta Wasserman

$50 to $99
In honor of Doug & Charlene Hoschouer
In memory of Edsel Pope
In memory of Keith Albers
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Officers

Susan N. Maher, President 
Duluth, Minnesota
Thomas Reese Gallagher, 
 Vice President 
New York, New York
Glenda Pierce, Secretary 
Lincoln, Nebraska
David Porter, Treasurer 
Saratoga Springs, New York
John A ( Jay) Yost,  
 Past President 
New York, New York

Board Members

Virgil Albertini 
Fairway, Kansas
Marion A. Arneson 
Wayne, Nebraska
Mark W. Bostock 
Windsor, Colorado
Sara Corless 
Mission Hills, Kansas
Max Despain 
Monument, Colorado
David B. Garwood 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
Joel Geyer 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Richard C. Harris 
Sea Cliff, New York
Andrew Jewell 
Lincoln, Nebraska

Charles Johanningsmeier 
Omaha, Nebraska
Ruth H. Keene 
Omaha, Nebraska
Lynette Krieger 
Hastings, Nebraska
Fritz Mountford 
Hastings, Nebraska
John J. Murphy 
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Charles A. Peek 
Grand Island, Nebraska
Guy Reynolds 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Ann Romines 
Alexandria, Virginia
Nancy Sherwood 
Omaha, Nebraska
Steven B. Shively 
Logan, Utah
Kate Sommer 
Omaha, Nebraska
James P. Southwick 
Heber City, Utah
C. Kay Stahly 
Kearney, Nebraska
Robert Thacker 
Canton, New York
Steven Trout 
Mobile, Alabama
Lu Williams 
Red Cloud, Nebraska

Advisory Members

Bruce P. Baker II 
Omaha, Nebraska
Laurie Smith Camp 
Omaha, Nebraska
Carol Cope 
Kearney, Nebraska
James L. Fitzgibbon 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
Jane Renner Hood 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Ron Hull 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Betty Kort 
Hastings, Nebraska
Mellanee Kvasnicka 
La Vista, Nebraska
Lucia Woods Lindley 
Evanston, Illinois and 
New York, New York
Dale McDole 
Overland Park, Kansas
Gary L. Meyer 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
Nancy S. Picchi 
New York, New York
Rhonda Seacrest 
Lincoln, Nebraska
John N. Swift 
Whittier, California
Gary W. Thompson 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Joseph R. Urgo 
St. Mary’s City, Maryland

Leslie C. Levy 
Executive Director
Ashley Olson 
Associate Executive Director,  
 Finance and Administration
Sharon Jensen 
Director of Development
Stephany Thompson 
Director of Foundation Programming
Jennifer Pankoke 
Office Manager
Cheryl Wilson 
Buildings and Sites Curator
Karin Prellwitz 
Maintenance
Priscilla Hollingshead 
Tour Guide
Angela Duca 
Tour Guide
Barb Kudrna 
Tour Guide
Kay Blackstone 
Tour Guide
Sylvia Andersen 
Office Assistant
Kevin Daehling 
Prairie Curator

The Willa Cather Foundation Board of Governors Staff
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 O Pioneers!
“. . . there are only two or three human stories, and they go on repeating themselves as fiercely as if 
they had never happened before; like the larks in this country, that have been singing the same five 
notes over for thousands of years.”  Western meadowlark (stock photo)

 Death Comes for the Archbishop
“The air and the earth interpenetrated in the warm gusts of spring; the soil was full of sunlight. . . . 
The air one breathed was saturated with earthy smells, and the grass under foot had a reflection of  
blue sky in it.”  Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, prototype of Cather’s Archbishop Jean Marie Latour, in his  
  garden. Photo courtesy Palace of the Governors Photo Archives (NMHM/DCA), 049017.

 A Wagner Matinée
“The name of my Aunt Georgiana opened before me a gulf of recollection so wide and deep that, as the  
letter dropped from my hand, I felt suddenly a stranger to all the present conditions of my existence. . . .”  
  Frances Smith Cather, a prototype for Aunt Georgiana in “A Wagner Matinée,” 1920. George  
  Cather Ray Collection, Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries

 One of Ours
“Something was released that had been struggling for a long while, he told himself. He had been 
due in France since the first battle of the Marne; he had followed false leads and lost precious 
time and seen misery enough, but he was on the right road at last, and nothing could stop him.”  
  Unidentified American soldier, c. 1917; private collection

 Alexander’s Bridge
“It was a spectacular undertaking by reason of its very size, and Bartley realized that, whatever else 
he might do, he would probably always be known as the engineer who designed the great Moorlock 
Bridge. . . .”  The Quebec Bridge, Encyclopædia Britannica Eleventh Edition (1910–1911)

 The Professor’s House
“That cluster of buildings, in its arch, with the dizzy drop into empty air from its doorways and the 
wall of cliff above, was as clear in my mind as a picture. By closing my eyes I could see it against the 
dark, like a magic-lantern slide.”  Mesa Verde; photo by Ben FrantzDale/Creative Commons

 My Mortal Enemy
“The Henshawes were in Parthia three days, and when they left, it was settled that I was to go on 
to New York with Aunt Lydia for the Christmas holidays. We were to stay at the old Fifth Avenue 
Hotel, which, as Myra said, was only a stone’s throw from their apartment. . . .”  
  The Fifth Avenue Hotel, early 20th century; unknown photographer
 A Lost Lady
“Where Mrs. Forrester was, dulness was impossible, Niel believed. The charm of her conversation was 
not so much in what she said, though she was often witty, but in the quick recognition of her eyes. . . .”  
  Cabinet photo of unknown subject, c. 1880s; private collection
 Paul’s Case
“Paul was always smiling, always glancing about him, seeming to feel that people might be watching 
him and trying to detect something. This conscious expression, since it was as far as possible from boyish 
mirthfulness, was usually attributed to insolence or ‘smartness.’”   
  Unknown subject, c. 1885; private collection

 The Song of the Lark
“Into one lovely attitude after another the music swept her, love impelled her. And the voice gave out 
all that was best in it. Like the spring, indeed, it blossomed into memories and prophecies. . . .”  
  Olive Fremstad as Sieglinde in Die Walküre. Photo copyright Studio A. Dupont
 Willa Cather
Willa Cather in 1921 by Rinehart-Marsden, Omaha, Nebraska; from the Durham Museum Photo Archive

 Sapphira and the Slave Girl
“I was in my mother’s bedroom, in the third storey of a big old brick house entered by a white portico 
with fluted columns. . . . The slats of the green window shutters rattled, the limp cordage of the great 
willow trees in the yard was whipped and tossed furiously by the wind.”  
  Willow Shade, Back Creek Valley, c. 1870. George Cather Ray Collection,  
  Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries

 Coming, Aphrodite!
“His name was Caesar III, and he had taken prizes at very exclusive dog shows. When he and his 
master went out to prowl about University Place or to promenade along West Street, Caesar III was 
invariably fresh and shining.”  Illustration by Paul J. Meylan for Our Friend the Dog by Maurice  
  Maeterlinck. New York: Dodd Mead & Company, 1904

 Lucy Gayheart
“Her playing for him was nothing but make-believe; and his friendliness was make-believe, perhaps.  
Then there was nothing real about it,—except her own feeling. That was real.”  
“The Mozart Sonata” (detail), 1894, by Berthe Morisot; Smith College Museum of Art, Northampton, Mass.

 My Ántonia
“She was out in the fields from sun-up until sun-down. If I rode over to see her where she was 
ploughing, she stopped at the end of a row to chat for a moment, then gripped her plough-handles, 
clucked to her team, and waded on down the furrow, making me feel that she was now grown up 
and had no time for me.”  Illustration by W. T. Benda for My Ántonia, 1918

 Shadows on the Rock
“Monseigneur de Laval had not always been a man of means and measures. Long ago . . . his life 
had been wholly given up to meditation and prayer. Not until he was sent out to Canada to convert 
a frontier mission into an enduring part of the Church had he become a man of action.”  
  Statue of Bishop Laval, Quebec City. Photo by Andrea Schaffer/Creative Commons

 Old Mrs. Harris
“There was the kind of nobility about her head that there is about an old lion’s: an absence of self-
consciousness, vanity, preoccupation—something absolute.”  
Undated portrait of Willa Cather’s grandmother, Rachel Seibert Boak, prototype for Mrs. Harris. Philip L. & 
Helen Cather Southwick Collection, Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries

Prairie photo: Barb Kudrna
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