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T H E  W I L L A  C A T H E R  F O U N D A T I O N

“It was over flat lands like this, stretching out to drink the sun, that the larks sang—and one’s heart sang there, too.”



Left, Mildred Bennett in Cather’s room in her childhood home prior to its 
restoration. Above, clockwise from top: one of the Cather windows in Grace 
Episcopal Church; St. Juliana Falconieri Catholic Church; the Harling 
House, and the Pavelka Farmstead, both featured in My Ántonia.

Above, clockwise:  
The Farmers’ and Merchants’ Bank, featured in A Lost Lady; Cather’s 
childhood home, featured in The Song of the Lark and other works; 
The Burlington Depot, a setting in numerous Cather works.

Prairie photograph on the cover by Jorn Olsen.

Today, a partnership with the Nebraska State Historical Society enables us to continue caring 
for the historic properties initially amassed by our founders as well as our later acquisitions. 
In addition to providing tours and publishing our scholarly newsletter, we continue the 
delicate preservation of historic sites and collections. We sponsor educational conferences 
and seminars, grant scholarships, and maintain a vibrant regional arts center. We have 
grown into a unique organization dedicated to literature, arts and the humanities, with 
diverse activities serving more than 70,000 people annually.

The Willa Cather Foundation was founded as the “Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial” in 
1955 through the efforts of a dedicated group of volunteers led by Mildred R. Bennett, 
Cather’s first biographer.

Through our early focus on preservation of historic sites related to Cather’s life and work, 
we acquired and restored Cather’s childhood home, the Farmers’ and Merchants’ Bank, 
the Burlington Depot, St. Juliana Catholic Church, Grace Episcopal Church, and the 
Pavelka Farmstead.

In 1978, we deeded these properties and related collections to the Nebraska State Historical 
Society and began to focus more strongly on our educational mission. But with time our 
preservation work resumed; through outreach and the generosity of our extended family 
of supporters, we acquired the Harling House, the First 
Baptist Church, the Willa Cather Memorial Prairie, and 
the Cather Second Home. And of course, the Red Cloud 
Opera House, which Cather visited frequently in her 
youth and is now our home.

Preserving Our Past, Pioneering Our Future
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The Red Cloud Opera House played an important role in the 
creative development of the young Willa Cather. She performed on  
its stage and enjoyed the frequent theatrical productions that toured 
through Red Cloud; her interest in the arts was spurred by the 
experiences she had here in her youth.

“Half a dozen times during each winter . . . a traveling stock 
company settled down at the local hotel and thrilled and 
entertained us for a week,” she would write in a letter published in 
1929 in the Omaha World-Herald. When she was fourteen, she and 
her friends presented Beauty and the Beast from the Opera House 
stage. And later, in 1890, she gave her high school valedictory 
oration here.

In the same 1929 letter Cather wrote, “When I go about among 
little Nebraska towns . . . the thing I miss most is the opera house. 
No number of filling stations or moving picture theatres can 
console me for the loss of the opera house.” The Red Cloud Opera 
House was dark for over 80 years, until restoration by the Cather 
Foundation in 2003 brought new life to the old building. Today, 
we proudly use this restored facility to create rich educational and 
cultural experiences for our many visitors, from near and far. 

In 2013 our Opera House began its 11th season of events in the 
Opera House gallery and on its stage.

A Center for the Arts

Left: Cather (in top hat) in the cast of Beauty and the Beast. At top: scenes from Our Lives, Our Stories: 
America’s Greatest Generation, a special traveling exhibit organized by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. Above: The Red Cloud Opera House.
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Above: Antonette Willa Skupa 
Turner—“Toni” to her many devoted 
friends—presented the first annual 
scholarship honoring her grandmother, 
Anna Sadilek Pavelka, to Jordie Theye 
of Diller-Odell High School.

Since 1987, we have awarded 36 scholarships totaling more than $147,500 through the 
Norma Ross Walter Scholarship program. 2013 marked this scholarship’s 27th anniversary. 
We were also honored in 2013 to establish a new scholarship fund through the generosity 
of our long-time friend, Antonette Willa Skupa Turner. The scholarship established in her 
name honors the legacy of her grandmother, Anna Sadilek Pavelka, prototype for Ántonia 
Shimerda Cuzak in Cather’s novel My Ántonia. Our four talented scholarship recipients 

shared their original essays at 
an award presentation during 
our Spring Conference, now a 
longstanding tradition.

Willa Cather said that O Pioneers! marked “the first time I walked off on my own feet—
everything before was half real and half an imitation of writers whom I admired.” Her novel 
of life on the Nebraska frontier established her reputation and marked a turning point in 
her artistic development. In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the novel’s publication 
and its being named the 2013 “One Book One Nebraska” selection, we were proud to help 
inspire readers young and old to discover (or rediscover) the novel. Thousands of students 
and readers nationwide used our enrichment materials and discussion guides to supplement 
their reading of this memorable work.

2013 marked the 58th annual Willa Cather Spring Conference and the 14th biennial 
International Cather Seminar. By enabling generations of Cather enthusiasts and scholars 
to immerse themselves in her work and life and influences, these popular events have greatly 
expanded the ranks of Cather readers and deepened their understanding of her work.

“Fortunate Country: O Pioneers! and the Prairie Homestead Legacy” was the theme of 
the 2013 Spring Conference. Great Plains author Dan O’Brien, Nebraska-born filmmaker 
Charles Fairbanks, and cowboy entertainer and chuck wagon cook Kent Rollins headlined 
the event.

In partnership with Northern Arizona University, we hosted “Willa Cather: Canyon, 
Rock, and Mesa Country,” the 2013 International Seminar in Flagstaff, Arizona. Over  
70 papers were presented by scholars representing 26 states and seven countries. The event  
included a memorable pilgrimage to Walnut Canyon National Monument (Panther 
Canyon in The Song of the Lark). Christian E. Downum, Professor of Anthropology at 
Northern Arizona University and Walnut  
Canyon specialist was the keynote speaker.

A Mission to Educate and Inspire

The Cather Prairie was a popular destination for 
Spring Conference participants, who also enjoyed 
the bluegrass music of MAW, a string band out of 
Lawrence, Kansas. Conference keynoter was popular 
Great Plains author and rancher Dan O’Brien.

Recognizing Young Scholars
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Then and now: An early edition of the Foundation’s newsletter, left, 
and our Spring 2013 edition, above.

What began in 1957 as a simple newsletter to highlight Cather Foundation happenings has 
grown into an informative and respected journal combining scholarly work and Foundation 
news, allowing our members to encounter thoughtful explorations of Cather and updates on 
Foundation activities. The Willa Cather Newsletter & Review is published three times annually 
and distributed to Foundation members.

Volume 56.2, published in spring 2013, was an extraordinary issue commemorating a special 
and long-awaited moment in Cather studies: the April 2013 publication by Cather’s chosen 
publisher, Alfred A. Knopf, of a volume of her letters, edited by Andrew Jewell and Janis Stout. 
In this issue, Stout and Jewell told the intimate story of their work on this new book and shared 
their personal favorites among the letters they chose for publication. In addition, invited guests 
including Cather family members, scholars, and Foundation representatives each chose a 
favorite Cather letter and described why they found that
letter particularly revealing and important. Together, the 
choices and commentary of our contributors offered a 
delicious sampling of Cather’s letters to help whet appetites 
for the riches that awaited us in the book that Time named 
one of its top 10 books of 2013, The Selected Letters of 
Willa Cather.

Spreading the Word
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The Moon BlockRed Cloud Opera House

The National Willa Cather Center

Goal: $6,700,000 
Raised: $5,939,402
(as of November 18, 2014)

National Willa Cather  
Center Capital Campaign

Thanks to the support of nearly 350 
foundations and individuals who have 
invested in the project, we have raised 
over $5.9 million of our $6.7 goal, 
bringing our capital campaign to 89% 
complete. Pending completion of the 
campaign, the final phase of construction 
could begin as soon as spring 2015 to 
bring the facility to completion in 2016. 
We look forward to celebrating the 
grand-opening—and a new era for the 
Cather Foundation—with our friends 
and supporters very soon.

Willa Cather’s influence is undeniable; her work endures. A Pulitzer Prize winner, she 
is one of the greatest 20th century American authors. As appreciation for Cather and 
her hometown grows, we are creating a state-of-the-art archive, museum and arts center 
called The National Willa Cather Center.

After several years of careful planning and preparation, we have begun preliminary 
work on the “Moon Block” building in historic downtown Red Cloud. When restored 
and joined to the adjacent Red Cloud Opera House, it will become the National Willa 
Cather Center—a world-class venue that will celebrate Cather’s life and legacy and 
anchor a vital center for exploration of the arts and humanities. It will bring travelers, 
students, and economic development to south-central Nebraska for years to come, and 
will foster new scholarship and an array of public educational initiatives. The facility’s 
focus will be a museum, archive and a collection space. The building will also include 
main-street retail spaces as well as apartments for visitors who come from across the 
globe to experience the world that Cather memorialized in her works.

Documentary filmmaker and lifelong Willa Cather enthusiast Ken Burns 
is the honorary national chair for our fundraising effort. According to 
Burns, “The Center will have something for everyone. As an archive and 
museum, it will become the permanent home to some of Willa Cather’s 
most personal treasures, items made famous in her stories, and artwork 
inspired by her vision of the prairie. For scholars, it will be a chance to 
explore, firsthand, some of her most insightful original works and papers.”

A New Era

Photo by Cable Risdon
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 2013 2012
Revenue and Support
Contributions and memberships $1,686,837 $821,787
Nebraska State Historical Society appropriations 68,430 70,430
Grants 258,817 361,758
Sales and admissions 99,347 80,173
Rent income 37,188 39,691
Conferences and seminars 88,910 32,003
Change in value of split interest 12,159 3,800
Royalties income 8,097 12,642
Other income 11,713 14,075
Interest and investment gains 124,963 126,709
 Total revenue and support $2,396,461 $1,563,068

Expenses
Program  
Cost of sales $49,432 $34,273
Education and scholarships 93,415 26,321
Preservation of sites and collections 15,627 17,252
Historical center operations 145,115 142,587
Opera House and programming 144,459 149,169
Cather prairie operations 19,664 24,844
Supporting
Management and general 222,072 225,611
Development and fundraising 152,614 153,509
 Total expenses $842,398 $773,566

Increase in net assets  1,554,063 789,502

Net assets, beginning of year  $4,712,127  $3,922,625
Net assets, end of year  $6,266,190  $4,712,127

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
For the years ended December 31, 2013 and 2012

 2013 2012
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $444,867 $327,727
Investments 2,338,348 1,364,741
Accrued interest receivable 29 33
Pledges receivable, net 558,196 384,663
Contributions receivable, net 1,124,025 33,020
Assets in charitable remainder trust 511,941 437,197
Bookstore inventory 42,401 41,212
Property and equipment, net 2,655,315 2,382,461
Art and historic structures 181,485 178,985
 Total assets $7,856,607  $5,150,039

Liabilities
Accrued expenses and taxes withheld $22,669 $27,630
Deferred revenue 1,128,765 30,826
Split interest charitable remainder trust 428,282 365,698
Capital lease obligations 10,701 13,758
 Total liabilities $1,590,417 $437,912

Net Assets
Unrestricted  $2,653,215 $2,289,201
Temporarily restricted  1,565,277 806,590
Permanently restricted  2,047,698 1,616,336
 Total net assets 6,266,190 4,712,127

 Total liabilities and net assets  $7,856,607   $5,150,039 

The finanical statements of the Willa Cather Foundation are audited annually by an 
independent public accounting firm. A copy of the audited financial statements and the 
Foundation’s tax filing (Form 990) may be obtained by contacting the Foundation’s office.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
December 31, 2013 and 2012

Financial Summary 2013
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Dr. William & Beverly A. Karrer, Omaha, NE
Christine Kephart, Toms River, NJ
Pam Lay, Hastings, NE
John & Sally Levy, Elmhurst, IL
David S. Katz & Keiko Matsuyama, New York, NY
Richard & Sherry McClymont, Holdrege, NE
John D. & Deborah Ann Mercer, Oak Park, IL
Elsa Nettels, Williamsburg, VA
Jorn & Mary Olsen, Hastings, NE
Tyler & Ashley Olson, Red Cloud, NE
Mike Patterson, San Antonio, TX
Rebecca K. Pinker, Olathe, KS
John F. Preis, Henrico, VA
Gary & Sara Radil, Omaha, NE
Jane Rainis, Palm City, FL
Pam Russell, Oklahoma City, OK
Dr. James P. Sandrock, Iowa City, IA
Richard W. Sellars, Santa Fe, NM
LIPS Printing Service, Kearney, NE
D. Charles Shoemaker & Lynne A. Friedewald,  
 Hastings, NE
Michael Shuck, Hastings, NE
Fred & Margaret Sibley, Alpine, NY
Richard Norton Smith, Arlington, VA
Dr. Amy Springer, Red Cloud, NE
Starke Round Barn Historic Site, Red Cloud, NE
Neal & Jackie Stephany, Nashua, NH
Dave & Judy Stewart, Hastings, NE
Loren Lutes & Janis P. Stout, Brenham, TX
Paul Kenny & Kathryn Surmay, Chatham, NJ
John N. & Cheryl Swift, Whittier, CA
Terry & Stephany Thompson, Hastings, NE
Carol Traut, Odessa, TX
Dr. Cleve Trimble, Valentine, NE
Sidney Wade, Gainesville, FL
William Welch, Mesa, AZ
William A. West, Denver, CO
Dustin Witte, Lincoln, NE
Dan Yost, Hastings, NE
Harriett & Virgil Zade, Red Cloud, NE

$100 to $249
Mike Adams & Kate Benzel, Kearney, NE
Ronald Adkins, Cedar Rapids, IA
Paul & Ellen Alkon, Rolling Hills Estates, CA
Denise Allyn, Tucson, AZ
Andy & Marian Andersen, Omaha, NE
Helen L. Anderson, Seward, NE

Red Cloud Women’s Chamber, Red Cloud, NE
Republican Valley Arts Council, Red Cloud, NE
Ann Romines, Alexandria, VA
Kathryne E. Shannon, Englewood, CO
Steve Shively, Logan, UT
Frederick J. & Eve Simon, Omaha, NE
Kevin & Pam Swisher, Ft. Calhoun, NE
Jon C. Teaford, Lafayette, IN
Dwight E. Theobald, Red Cloud, NE
Gary Thompson Agency, Inc., Red Cloud, NE
Warren & Sandy Tucker, Grosse Pointe, MI
Antoinette Turnquist, Omaha, NE
Curtis Watson, Red Cloud, NE
Marsha E. Fangmeyer & James Wiest, Gibbon, NE
John & Ardis Yost, Red Cloud, NE
Michael & Carmen Zalman, Lincoln, NE

$250 to $499
Alan & Sharon Amack, Red Cloud, NE
Charles & Jane Bauer, Hastings, NE
Melissa Bradley, Denver, CO
John R. Campbell, Omaha, NE
John Conley, Omaha, NE
John A. Cunningham, Colorado Springs, CO
Linda High Daniel, Culpepper, VA
Jeremy Daniels, Hastings, NE
Frank Dowding, Saint Paul, MN
Jane K. Dressler, Kent, OH
Jane Ellis, New York, NY
Louis & Esta Fisher, Lancaster, PA
James L. & Marianne Fitzgibbon, Red Cloud, NE
Dr. Richard & Linda French, Hastings, NE
Evelyn Funda, Logan, UT
Pamela L. Gallagher & Dean Ott, Kearney, NE
Carol Gendler, Omaha, NE
Stacey Guill, Boise, ID
Harry Hall, Omaha, NE
Hastings Irrigation Pipe Co., Hastings, NE
Travis Hencey, Chadron, NE
John Alan Holleck, Kansas City, MO
Priscilla Hollingshead, Inavale, NE
Melissa J. Homestead, Lincoln, NE
Anne Hubbard, Omaha, NE
Steven S. & Annette K. Huff, Omaha, NE
Michael & Jennifer Janezic, Westminister, CO
Jeffrey Byrne & Associates, Inc., Kansas City, MO
Shirley M. Johnson, Lincoln, NE
Susan Belasco & Linck Johnson, Lincoln, NE

Shari Patrick & Steven Leichter, Sands Point, NY 
David Porter, Saratoga Springs, NY 
John & Barbara Reilly, Grand Island, NE 
James C. & Rhonda Seacrest, Lincoln, NE 
Brad & Nancy Sherwood, Omaha, NE 
Frank & Shirley Sibert, Kearney, NE 
Barbara Sprague†, Red Cloud, NE 
Josephine Stewart, Lincoln, NE 
Texas A&M University–Commerce, Commerce, TX 
Robert & Debbie Thacker, Canton, NY 
Mike & Lois Thom, Minden, NE 
Gary & Marcia Thompson, Lincoln, NE 
R. T. Vanderbilt Trust, Norwalk, CT

$500 to $999
Ed & Meta Armstrong, Grand Island, NE 
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce P. Baker II, Omaha, NE 
Edward & Margaret Bates, Lincoln, NE 
Dr. Fred & Mary Bliss, Davis, CA 
John & Lynne Boyer, Omaha, NE 
George H. Brockway, New York, NY 
Ken Burns, Walpole, NH 
Dr. Gary Cook, Cumberland, MD 
Roy & Gloria Dinsdale, Omaha, NE 
Ella Epp, Henderson, NE 
Larry & Lyn Fenwick, Macksville, KS 
Anne Foley, Bellevue, NE 
Sandi Greenwald, Cresskill, NJ 
Dennis & Sally Hansen, Red Cloud, NE 
Matthew Hansen & Sarah Baker Hansen,  
 Omaha, NE 
Ben & Christie Hirschfeld, Kearney, NE 
Doug Hoschouer, Red Cloud, NE 
Gesine Janzen, Bozeman, MT 
Kevin & Beth Jensen, Duluth, GA 
Dan & Leslie Levy, Lincoln, NE 
Alan J. Lindenfeld, New York, NY 
Bill & Tanya Lindsteadt, Hastings, NE 
LPL Financial Matching Gift Program,  
 Princeton, NJ 
Dorothy Ode Mayeske, North Oaks, MN 
David McCleery, Lincoln, NE 
Ana Hays McCracken, Menlo Park, CA 
Mary Ann Mignon, Lincoln, NE 
Craig & Jane Moyer, Grand Island, NE 
James R. & Janet M. O’Keeffe, Hastings, NE 
The Palace Steakhouse & Lounge, Red Cloud, NE
Rev. Charles & Nancy Peek, Kearney, NE

Leonard & Kate Sommer, Omaha, NE 
Dr. John & Margaret Welch, Hastings, NE

$2,500 to $4,999
Dr. Curtis & Lisa Albers, Grand Island, NE 
Hon. Laurie Smith Camp, Omaha, NE 
Robert A. Cary, Portland, OR 
Cather Project, University of Nebraska–Lincoln,  
 Lincoln, NE 
Don & Marilyn Deitemeyer, Doniphan, NE 
Joel & Chris Geyer, Lincoln, NE 
Tyler Horsley, Brooklyn, NY 
Rick & Barb Kudrna, Red Cloud, NE 
Gary & Beverly Meyer, Red Cloud, NE 
Peoples-Webster County Bank, Red Cloud, NE 
Kitty M. Perkins Foundation, Hastings, NE 
Dayre & Tere L. Williams, Red Cloud, NE

$1,000 to $2,499
Dr. George & Colleen Adam, Hastings, NE 
Virgil & Dolores Albertini, Fairway, KS 
Adrian K. Almquist, Bloomington, MN 
Richard (Dick) Amack, Lac Du Flambeau, WI 
Marion A. Arneson, Wayne, NE 
Erma B. Bennett, Indianapolis, IN 
Mark W. & Ashley Bostock, Windsor, CO 
Marilyn B. Callander, PhD, Lebanon, NJ 
Max Despain, Monument, CO 
Elise R. Donohue, Clyde Park, MT 
Bosselman Energy, Inc., Grand Island, NE 
James L. Farmer, Red Cloud, NE 
Creigh Family Foundation, Lincoln, NE 
Kathleen Fowles, Grand Island, NE 
Dave & Marietta Garwood, Red Cloud, NE 
Giger Foundation, Omaha, NE 
Richard C. Harris, Sea Cliff, NY 
Jane Renner Hood, Lincoln, NE 
Judy Morhart Hudson, Santa Rosa, CA 
Dennis Miller & Milan R. Hughston, New York, NY 
Andrew & Becca Jewell, Lincoln, NE 
James W. Johnson & Michael L. Connell,  
 New York, NY 
Frederick J. & Diane Kaufman, Hays, KS 
Ruth & Jim Keene III, Omaha, NE 
Glenda J. Pierce & Jeff Kirkpatrick, Lincoln, NE 
David Kooy, Brooklyn, NY 
Dr. Susan N. Maher & Al Kammerer, Duluth, MN 
Michael McCoy & Liz Shea-McCoy, Lincoln, NE 

$100,000 and Above
Holland Foundation, Omaha, NE 
Garnet Lewis, Red Cloud, NE 
A descendant of Frank H. Woods, Chicago, IL

$50,000 to $99,999
Joanne Berkshire, Omaha, NE 
Mammel Foundation, Omaha, NE 
The LeRoy W. Thom, Jean E. Thom, & T-L  
 Foundation, Hastings, NE 
Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, NE 
James P. & Angela J. Southwick, Heber City, UT

$25,000 to $49,999
The Theodore G. Baldwin Foundation, Kearney, NE 
Pinnacle Bancorp, Inc., Central City, NE 
Hamann Family Fund, Elkhorn, NE 
Bruce & Gerry Lauritzen, Omaha, NE 
James & Trish Schreiber, Meadow Vista, CA 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka, Topeka, KS

$15,000 to $24,999
Bailey Lauerman, Lincoln, NE 
Inavale Foundation, Cambridge, MA

$10,000 to $14,999
Bahr Vermeer Haecker Architects, Omaha, NE 
Cooper Foundation, Lincoln, NE 
Lynn Dinsdale-Marchese, Omaha, NE 
Thomas Reese Gallagher, New York, NY 
Gilbert M. & Martha H. Hitchcock Foundation, 
 Omaha, NE
Steve & Jill Hornady, Grand Island, NE 
Paul R. & Lynette R. Krieger, Hastings, NE 
Nebraska Arts Council, Omaha, NE 
Paul G. & Annette L. Smith, Omaha, NE 
John A Yost & G. Wade Leak, New York, NY

$5,000 to $9,999
President & Mrs. George W. Bush, Midland, TX 
John W. Carson Foundation, Encino, CA 
B. Keith & Norma F. Heuermann Foundation,  
 Omaha, NE 
Humanities Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 
Hod & Willa Kosman, Scottsbluff, NE 
Geraldine L. Lewis, Red Cloud, NE 
Rhonda Pauley, Hastings, NE 
Gary F. & Jean F. Pokorny, El Cerrito, CA

Support

The following individuals and organizations were donors to the Willa Cather Foundation in 2013. Space does not permit us to list donations under $50.00, but we are grateful for these 
contributions. Every gift is important to us.



7

Lynn Swanstrom, Omaha, NE
Juliet Swoboda, Rancho Palos Verde, CA
Barbara Raess Thomsen, Madison, WI
Lori Minasian & Douglas Throckmorton,  
 Potomac, MD
Bette Tien, Prairie View, KS
David L. Tomko, Brookeville, MD
Rose Marie Townsend, Roanoke, VA
Alexandra Truitt, South Salem, NY
Dr. Kimberly Vanderlaan, California, PA
Vaughans Printers, Inc., Hastings, NE
Richard & Karen Vierk, Lincoln, NE
Floyd & Patricia Waller, Elm Creek, NE
Katherine L. Walter & Tim Rinne, Lincoln, NE
Julia Weesner, Lincoln, NE
Charlotte A. Welch, Hastings, NE
Bruce Wheltle, Arlington, MA
Rev. Thomas C. Widner, S.J., Indianapolis, IN
Nancy Wilson, Beatrice, NE
Jeanette Winge, Red Cloud, NE
Janice M. Wittich, Harbor Springs, MI
Brad & Katy Wulf, Red Cloud, NE
Thomas & Patti Yaussi, Lincoln, NE
Jeff Yost & Cindy Ryman Yost, Lincoln, NE
Josh & Amy Yost, Hastings, NE
Birgit Young, Lincoln, NE

$50 to $99
Henry Altchek, New York, NY
Sylvia Andersen, Red Cloud, NE
Carolyn Owen Anderson, Omaha, NE
Lafe Anderson, Hastings, NE
Marilyn Anderson, Nemo, SD
Patricia Anderson, Burr Oak, KS
Susan Shively Anderson, Fort Collins, CO
Cheryl Arends, Omaha, NE
Kathryn Arradondo, Teaneck, NJ
Michael Artman, Port Huron, MI
Barbara A. Bachman, Pittsburgh, PA
Heather Bacon-Shone, Norfolk, VA
Mary Ellen Barber, Polk City, IA
Laura Barlament, Staten Island, NY
Carol Barnes, Colby, KS
Tim Barnes, Portland, OR
Elizabeth Beal, Houston, TX
Elizabeth M. Beasley, Kansas City, MO
Judith A. Beine, Franklin, WI
Douglas & Louise Bereuter, Alamo, CA
Vikas Bhardwaj, Kaithal, Haryana, India
Ann Billesbach & John Carter, Lincoln, NE
Judy Billesbach, Hollywood, CA
Vinal Overing Binner, Vienna, Austria
Sharon Bishop, Henderson, NE

Gene & Margaret Pokorny, Jaffrey, NH
Sandra Polsak & Walter Brewster, New York, NY
Arthur & Janice Post, Saunderstown, RI
Ann Mowery & Allan Powers, Carlisle, IA
Cooperative Producers, Inc., Hastings, NE
Dr. Wayne & Jerrie Quincy, Holdrege, NE
John & Deb Quirk, Hastings, NE
Nancy J. Remer, Columbus, OH
Howard Rescot, Des Moines, IA
Sarah Reznek, Washington, DC
Peter Riddleberger, Washington, DC
Elizabeth S. Roberts, Mount Desert, ME
Jason & Amy Roche, Roca, NE
Carl & Jane Rohman, Lincoln, NE
Martha Ackmann & Ann Romberger, Leverett, MA
Sheri Rose, Springfield, OR
Barbara E. Roshak, Forked River, NJ
Dr. Aden Ross, Salt Lake City, UT
Dr. Steve Rothenberger, Kearney, NE
Amy Rouse, Omaha, NE
Dr. Elizabeth Sabiston, Toronto, ON, Canada
Clyde & Katherine Sachtleben, Hastings, NE
Don & Barbara Saladen, Grand Island, NE
Mary Louise de Sarran, Bowie, MD
Ann Satterthwaite, Washington, DC
Dr. Susan A. Schiller, Mt. Pleasant, MI
Richard & Marlene Schilling, Loveland, CO
Ms. Otis Rhea Schmidt, Austin, TX
Cynthia Schneider, Omaha, NE
Ed & Judy Schrock, Elm Creek, NE
Ellen Wheeler Scott, Omaha, NE
Greg Searson, Omaha, NE
Susan S. Seidensticker, Houston, TX
Clare & Terry Shanahan, Omaha, NE
Elizabeth Shannon, Denver, CO
Mary E. Sherman, Falls Church, VA
Bob & Carmen Shively, Lincoln, NE
Edward & Jeri Shute, Red Cloud, NE
Jack & Bonnie Sibert, Lincoln, NE
Bonnie L. Sites, Rodeo, NM
Marcus J. & Pamela H. Snow, Ashland, NE
Chris & Vicki Sommerich, Lincoln, NE
Mara Southorn, Naperville, IL
Richard A. & Connie H. Spellman, Omaha, NE
C. Kay Stahly, Kearney, NE
Lorraine Stanford, Glen Allen, VA
Paul C. & Janice Stanko, Lakewood, CO
Sally Stich, Denver, CO
Fancy Stitching, Red Cloud, NE
Opal Stivrins, Lincoln, NE
David Stouck, West Vancouver, BC, Canada
Claudia D. Stravato, Amarillo, TX
Peter M. Sullivan, Indiana, PA

David & Nancy Lederer, Chapel Hill, NC
Geneva Lewis, Bladen, NE
Oakeson, Steiner & Lindsteadt, Hastings, NE
Baird Holm LLP, Omaha, NE
Harley Lofton III, Bluffton, SC
Abigail A. Loomis, Madison, WI
Bernice MacDonald, Hartsdale, NY
John & Catherine Mamer, Minneapolis, MN
Mary Ann & Eugene Marko, Sioux Falls, SD
Lucy Marks, Summit, NJ
Dr. Elizabeth H. Marsh, Morristown, NJ
Larry & Danell Martin, Lincoln City, OR
Philip & Ann Martin, Doniphan, NE
Don & Isabel McCullough, Omaha, NE
McDermott & Miller, P.C., Kearney, NE
Mary Lynne McDermott, Boonton, NJ
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McGill, Walkersville, MD
Therese J. McGuire, Evanston, IL
Robert & Angenette Meaney, Riverside, CT
Bob & Jane Meehan, Omaha, NE
Ann L. Mehrten, Falls Church, VA
Sue Meline, Red Cloud, NE
Dr. Morris B. & Irene C. Mellion, Teton Village, WY
Nancy Moorehead & Keene Metzger,  
 Cambridge, MA
Michael & Constance Mierendorf, Omaha, NE
Richard H. Millington & Nalini Bhushan,  
 Florence, MA
Maria Isabel Morales, Kenosha, WI
James H. Morgan, Morristown, NJ
Louise Mountford, Lincoln, NE
John & Anne Mulvihill, Kansas City, MO
John J. & Sally Murphy, Santa Fe, NM
Keith & Glenda Nelson, Holdrege, NE
Senator John E. & Judy Nelson, Omaha, NE
John & Michele Northrop, Hastings, NE
Margaret O’Connor, Pomona, CA
Julie Olin-Ammentorp, Manlius, NY
Oregon Trail Equipment, LLC, Red Cloud, NE
Jack & Pamela Osborne, Hastings, NE
Theresa J. Osborne, New York, NY
Gary L. Pack, San Francisco, CA
Francoise Palleau-Papin, Paris, France
Ron & Judy Parks, Omaha, NE
Dennis & Jess Pate, Omaha, NE
Richard Patterson, Lincoln, NE
James Pearce, Alexandria, VA
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. of Hastings, Hastings, NE
Allison Petersen, Walton, NE
Carter Peterson, Wayne, NE
Joan S. Petty, Corona del Mar, CA
Connie Bean Pieper, Friend, NE
Carol La Pierre, Westfield, NJ

Gil & Susan Garcia, Loveland, CO
Elizabeth Byers Gaubert, Granville, OH
Don R. Gerlach, Harvard, NE
Faye J. Glass†, Crete, NE
Leslie A. Gordon, Lincoln, NE
Frank T. Griswold, Philadelphia, PA
Dr. Mark & Laurie Guy, Grand Forks, ND
George & Judith Haecker, Omaha, NE
Robert & Linda Hale, Port Matilda, PA
Elsie Galbreath Haley, Denver, CO
Marge Haley, Los Altos, CA
Liz & David Halsted, Hastings, NE
Mick Ranney & Amber Harden, Lawrence, KS
David Harrell, Santa Fe, NM
Jeffrey Hayden & Eva Marie Saint, Los Angeles, CA
Linda Healy, South Sioux City, NE
Terry Heller, Cedar Rapids, IA
Carol Henderson, Chapel Hill, NC
Charles & Margaret Hermes, Hastings, NE
Phyllis Herrin de Obregon, Queretaro, Qro., Mexico
Beth Herstein, Brooklyn, NY
Edward A. Hinz, Jr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Joanne Hively, Mill Valley, CA
Jon & Christine Hoek, Gansevoort, NY
Joyce Hoelting, St. Louis Park, MN
Clara G. Hoover, Omaha, NE
Rev. Nancy D. H. Horvath, Manitowoc, WI
Ron Hull, Lincoln, NE
Michelle Huneven, Altadena, CA
Clair D. Husby, Arlington, SD
Tim & Susan Irons, League City, TX
Andrew & Lilian Jacobitz, Omaha, NE
Terry & Linda Jehling, Jefferson City, MO
Chuck Johanningsmeier, Omaha, NE
Loren Johnson, Murray, UT
Sally Johnson, Lincoln, NE
Cal & Linda Jones, Gatlinburg, TN
Dale & Jan Juranek, Blue Hill, NE
Mike & Diane Karr, Blue Hill, NE
Tim & Judy Keller, Lawrence, KS
Donald & Helen Kleiber, Sky Valley, GA
Phyllis Klein, Boulder, CO
Virginia Knoll, Lincoln, NE
Gene & Connie Koepke, Kearney, NE
Sharon Kohout, Lubbock, TX
Robin & Ann Koozer, Hastings, NE
Jack & Steph Koraleski, Omaha, NE
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Kurtz, Jr., State College, PA
Mellanee Kvasnicka, La Vista, NE
Roy B. Lacoursiere, MD, Topeka, KS
Ron & Mary Lambrecht, Red Cloud, NE
David B. & Kelly Landgren, Hastings, NE
Kathryn Larimer, Omaha, NE

Mark Arneson, Arlington, TX
Marion R. Austin, Troy, NH
Pamela Baker, Lincoln, NE
Michele A. Barale, Amherst, MA
Jerry Kenny & Bridget M. Barron, Kearney, NE
Gary W. & Stacia Barth, Hastings, NE
Judith M. Bassnett, Tucson, AZ
Douglas Bauer, Cambridge, MA
Anne & Nick Baxter, Omaha, NE
Duane & Clare Baylor, Ralston, NE
Barb Bean, Hastings, NE
Duane & Ardyce Biede, Hastings, NE
Timothy W. Bintrim, Johnstown, PA
Laurance Bird, Santa Monica, CA
Terry Bisbee, New York, NY
Terry & Susanne Bloomfield, Walsenburg, CO
Russ & Tonia Bomhoff, Bainbridge Island, WA
Ann Bookman, Brookline, MA
Constance Bostock, Red Cloud, NE
Jack & Sandy Bowen, Little Rock, AR
Roger Bradford, Lexington, MA
Carl & Karen Brasee, Grand Island, NE
Dale & Tina Broekemeier, Omaha, NE
Cheryl & Eve Brunner-Morris, Lopez Island, WA
Senator Tom & Margo Carlson, Holdrege, NE
Bob Goetsch & Robie Cartmell, Rio Rancho, NM
Dr. Isabella Caruso, Brooklyn, NY
Casey’s General Stores, Inc., Ankeny, IA
Jack L. & Tia Clarke, Newbury Park, CA
Jeanne C. Collins, Aurora, CO
Lise Cordsen, Boulder, CO
Barbara Jean Cortesio, Des Moines, IA
Mark & Deb Covert, Omaha, NE
James G. Croghan, New York, NY
William M. Curtin, Storrs Mansfield, CT
Molly Darnell, Cheyenne, WY
Charles Deknatel, Jamaica Plain, MA
Bill Demke, Omaha, NE
John & Amy Dempsey, Omaha, NE
Rodney Deuel, Superior, NE
Alice Dittman, Lincoln, NE
Angela Duca, Red Cloud, NE
Stephanie Durrans, Pessac, France 
Robert & Dorothy Dvorak, Bradenton, FL
Richard Loutzenheiser & Lorraine Edwards,  
 Hastings, NE
Jack & Judy Ekeler, Fremont, NE
William D. Fellows, Milwaukee, WI
Gertrude E. Ferguson, Shawnee Mission, KS
Ben B. & Karol S. Finch, Colorado Springs, CO
First National Bank, Kearney, NE
Elisabeth R. French, Washington, DC
William R. Furgeson, Jr., Dallas, TX
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Donna B. Stedje, Buffalo, MN
Sylvia A. Stevens & Dawn A. Nehls, Mesa, AZ
Ken Stewart, Hastings, NE
David & Ann Strickler, Toledo, OH
Dr. Terrell Tebbetts, Batesville, AR
Dr. Hal & Bette Anne Thaut, Beatrice, NE
Susan J. Thomas, Omaha, NE
Everett Thompson, Bainbridge Island, WA
Ruth R. Thone, Lincoln, NE
Virginia Tingle, Polk City, IA
Dorothy Tuma, Omaha, NE
Elizabeth A. Turner, Fox River Grove, IL
Don & Caroline Underwood, Pleasant Hill, CA
Margaret D. Vogel & Marvin I. Friedman,  
 Potomac, MD
Donald Wagman, Ann Arbor, MI
Ruth M. Wahlstrom, Tiffin, OH
Lynne M. Waldeland, Sycamore, IL
Drucilla & Eamonn Wall, St. Louis, MO
Dr. James M. & Michelle Walter, Winston-Salem, NC
Patty Jo Watson, Arlington, MA
Anne Thorne Weaver, Omaha, NE
Mr. Donald Webster, Red Bluff, CA
Richard A. Weil, Oak Park, IL
Steve Whayne, West Chester, OH
David C. White, Nashville, TN
Ray Wilber & Cathy Dwigans, Baldwin, KS
Russel Winkelbauer, Omaha, NE
Kathleen Winslow, Albuquerque, NM
Laura Winters, Morristown, NJ
Christina Wolak, Guilford, CT
George E. Wolf, Lincoln, NE
Marcella Krieger & Susan Wooster, Hastings, NE
John S. Zeigel, Santa Fe, NM

† Deceased

In-Kind Gifts
The following individuals and organizations made 
in-kind donations of documented value during 
2013. We appreciate these donations, which 
represent another means through which donors  
can support the work of the Foundation.

Bahr Vermeer Haecker Architects, Omaha, NE
Bailey Lauerman, Lincoln, NE
Timothy W. Bintrim, Johnstown, PA
Terry & Susanne Bloomfield, Walsenburg, CO
Robert Burke, Panama City Beach, FL
John R. Campbell, Omaha, NE
Jeanne C. Collins, Aurora, CO
Jeremy Daniels, Hastings, NE
Don & Marilyn Deitemeyer, Doniphan, NE
Ella Epp, Henderson, NE

Sharon Miles, Sun City, CA
John A. Mino, Monte Rio, CA
Carol J. Moen, Anoka, MN
Michelle E. Moore, Chicago, IL
Jack D. Morton, Palo Alto, CA
Fred & Ann Moseley, Cumby, TX
Fritz Mountford, Hastings, NE
Donna Lee Moyer, Wood River, NE
Bob & Maggie Mundy, Omaha, NE
Willa Murphy, Sandymount, Dublin, Ireland
Ann L. Nelson, Fairway, KS
Stuart Nielsen, Minneapolis, MN
David & Vickie Nolan, Red Cloud, NE
Sarah Nolan, Red Cloud, NE
Gene M. O’Grady, Eugene, OR
Jan Ohmstede, Salida, CO
Suzanne Oldham & Joe Gallagher, Prairie Village, KS
Dr. Paul A. Olson, Lincoln, NE
Linda Pashby, Sioux Falls, SD
Father Wayne Pavela, Humphrey, NE
Midkiff, Munci, & Ross P.C., Richmond, VA
Louis & Cornelia Pepoy, Holland, MI
John Plotz, Brookline, MA
Alberta Pope, Red Cloud, NE
Helen Porter, Atlanta, GA
Nancy Potter, West Kingston, RI
Diane L. Prenatt, Indianapolis, IN
Fay M. Purcell, Decatur, GA
Brian Abel Ragen, St. Louis, MO
Andrew H. & Ruth D. Raun, Hastings, NE
Joyce E. Reilly, Chatham, NJ
Ken & Peggy Rezac, Lincoln, NE
Patricia A. Rogers, San Francisco, CA
Charlotte Rohrbach, Wichita, KS
Becky Roorda, Webster Groves, MO
Rev. Steven P. Ryan, Papillion, NE
Dr. Mary Ruth Ryder, Normal, IL
Rita Saenz, Sacramento, CA
Pat & Jeanne Salerno, Omaha, NE
Nancy L. Savery, Lincoln, NE
Betty Sayers, Holdrege, NE
Shirley Scarborough, Grand Island, NE
Robin Schauffler, Portland, OR
Ernst E. & Carile Schnabl, Wilmette, IL
Rachelle (Shellie) Sclan, New York, NY
Paul & Jackie Shapiro, Albany, NY
Robert W. Shively, Fort Collins, CO
Mary Silvey, Lincoln, NE
Robert & Nancy Sorensen, Lincoln, NE
Susan Southwick, Glendale, CA
Louis I. Sowersby, Tucson, AZ
Kelsey Squire, Columbus, OH
Kimberly Stanley, McPherson, KS

Stephen & Cheryl Jewell, North Platte, NE
Mike & Jennifer Jewett, Lancaster, SC
Elaine D. Johnson, Oak Park, IL
Nancy Johnson, Portland, OR
Reverend William A. Johnson, Scarsdale, NY
Robert L. Johnson, Hastings, NE
Sally Jurgensmier, Heartwell, NE
Loretta Kantor, Hereford, AZ
Virginia Kassel, New York, NY
Joanne Katzmarek, Washburn, WI
August G. Kauffmann, Summit, NY
Mike & Carol Keenan, Castle Rock, CO
Christie Kennard, Overland Park, KS
Dianne Kennedy, Lincoln, NE
David E. Ketter, Fall City, WA
Doug & Ramona Kluth, Columbus, NE
Nancy Stewart & Mark Kohut, Nashville, TN
Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge, Garland, NE
Ron & Betty Kort, Hastings, NE
Dr. Susan Kress, Saratoga Springs, NY
Paul D. & Barb Krueger, Bladen, NE
Melissa Kucirek, Omaha, NE
Deanna Lackaff, Minneapolis, MN
Jean Laing, Norfolk, NE
Betty A. Laird, Lawrence, KS
Matthew Lavin, Canton, NY
Joanne Leaman, Westport, CT
Priscilla Leder, San Marcos, TX
Gwen Lewis, Lebanon, KS
Carol Litchfield, Waynesville, NC
Melvin Ludlam, Red Cloud, NE
Stacy Ludwig, Spencer, NE
Ann Lundberg, Orange City, IA
Martha MacLeod, Oakes, ND
Mark J. Madigan, Pittsford, NY
Lucy Magruder, Tubac, AZ
Marilyn J. Manlove, Baltimore, MD
Frank R. Markley, Ashland, OH
Michael Marrone, Duxbury, MA
Gabrielle D. Martel, Rancho Murieta, CA
Leslie Maslow, Brooklyn, NY
Dr. Martin & Ruth Massengale, Lincoln, NE
Helen Mathew, Hastings, NE
Kyoko Matsunaga, Hiroshima, Japan
Melissa Mbride, Edmond, OK 
Michael & Colleen McCarrier, So. Milwaukee, WI
Jacqueline G. McCauley, La Mirada, CA
David & Carla McGill, Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Ronald L. McKee, Rockville, MD
Jeremiah P. & Constance Mead, Chelmsford, MA
Rebecca Means, Omaha, NE
Patricia Meisinger, Plattsmouth, NE
Jean E. Mercer, Akron, OH

Jan (Willa) Ferebee, Red Cloud, NE
John Flannigan, Chicago, IL
Kathleen & Donovan Foote, Hastings, NE
Ellen Foster, Union Dale, PA
William S. J. Fraenkel, Harrison, NY
Patrick & Estella Franken, Tulsa, OK
Patricia L. Gallagher, Kansas City, MO
Mary Ida Garrard, Sherman, TX
Steve Garvelink & Lisa Bouma Garvelink,  
 Grand Rapids, MI
Sarah & Milo German, Exton, PA
Paul & Meri Gibb, Niwot, CO
Todd Giles, Wichita Falls, TX
Debra R. Gilg, Omaha, NE
Audrey Goodman, Atlanta, GA
Michael Gorman, Hiroshima, Japan
Mark D. Greenberg, Denver, CO
Jean Griffith, Wichita, KS
Barry J. & Marlea Gruver, Cherry Hill, NJ
Phil D. & Shirley Guy, Lilburn, GA
Marilyn Hackett, Mt. Pleasant, UT
Erika Hamilton, Lincoln, NE
John & Ibby Hancock, Omaha, NE
Liam Hannaher, Alexandria, VA
Wayne M. Hansen, Dorchester, NE
Sherrill Harbison, Amherst, MA
Chris Harrell, Coffeyville, KS
Donald Harrison, Potomac, MD
Helen Harvey, Brooklyn, NY
Wilbur & Sarah Hass, Lincoln, NE
Anthony Haswell, Tucson, AZ
Nancy Hawkins, Orem, UT
Eleanor Hensel, Rohnert Park, CA
Roderic & Donna L. Hewlett, Omaha, NE
Warren & Elizabeth Hicks, Erowal Bay, 
 NSW, Australia
Rich Hoeckh, Florence, MA
Ann M. Van Hoff, Omaha, NE
Anita Hoffman, Florham Park, NJ
Matthew Hokom, Fairmont, WV
Willa Sea Holbrook, Ypsilanti, MI
Sharon Hoover, Lewes, DE
Anna Marie Hoyt, Omaha, NE
Lucy Hulme, St. Paul, MN
Karen A. Humphrey, St. Paul, MN
Barbara E. Hustwit, Wooster, OH
Judith Hykes, Livingston, MT
Kenjiro Ishiki, Ikeda, Osaka, Japan
James Jaap, Pittsburgh, PA
Caroline Jackson, Arlington, VA
Carol A. Jacobs, Woodland Park, CO
Byron & Deb Jensen, Hastings, NE
LaDonna N. Jesske, Blue Hill, NE

Kay Blackstone, Red Cloud, NE
Scott Blankenbaker, Charles City, IA
Chanda Seibert Blitch, Hickory, NC
Krisha Bosselman, Grand Island, NE
William & Martha Boyd, Hastings, NE
David J. Boyer, Palo Alto, CA
Rev. Joe G. Burnett, Washington, DC
Susan A. Hallgarth & Mary Ellen Capek,  
 Corrales, NM
Jackie Carthel, Amarillo, TX
Tim & Amy Clare, Lincoln, NE
Dale & Joan Clark, York, NE
Darrah Cloud, Pine Plains, NY
Henri Cole, Boston, MA
Mary Ellen Connelly, Sioux Falls, SD
Angela Conrad, Flemington, NJ
Roy E. Cook, East Granby, CT
Gary N. Cooper, Eastchester, NY
Dr. Daniel J. Cox, Omaha, NE
Stephen Cox, San Diego, CA
Roger & Pat Crook, Red Cloud, NE
Jill Crooker, Pittsford, NY
Jane C. Crow, Columbia, MO
Courtney Crowley, Red Cloud, NE
Richard Cullar, South Bend, IN
Connie L. Dake, Beatrice, NE
Kathleen Danker, Brookings, SD
Hal & Mary Daub, Omaha, NE
Jenny Emery Davidson, Hailey, ID
Dr. George F. Day, Cedar Falls, IA
John & Nikki DeFrain, Lincoln, NE
Lea Rosson DeLong, Des Moines, IA
Muriel R. Dimock, Red Wing, MN
Gerald B. & Kit Dimon, Lincoln, NE
Doane College, Crete, NE
Josh Dolezal, Pella, IA
Derek Driedger, Mitchell, SD
Carol & Pat Duncan, Franklin, NE
Robbie Dunlap, Longmont, CO
Stacia Duvall, Littleton, CO, 
Linda M. Dyer, Amherst, NH
Gwen Edwards, Bloomington, IL
David & Connie Eldred, Plano, TX
Ruth Eller, San Pedro, CA
Richard Ely, Red Cloud, NE
Richard & Katherine Endacott, Pleasant Dale, NE
Margaret Esparza, Rock Island, IL
Jared’s Auto Experts, Red Cloud, NE
Becky Faber, Lincoln, NE
Mark Facknitz, Harrisonburg, VA
Dennis & Peggy Farney, Kansas City, MO
Christine Farquhar, Stanford, CA
Willa Felzien, Hastings, NE



Here we share news of a busy 2013, even as an equally 
event-filled 2014 is already drawing to a close. We 
do stay busy. But we cannot miss this opportunity 
to express our thanks to the many individuals 
and partners and organizations whose loyalty and 
support help make our work possible. You fuel our 
efforts to promote appreciation of Cather’s life and 
works, and preserve the historic settings and archives 
associated with her timeless writings. Your belief in 
our work helps us keep the doors open and lights on 
for future generations—including, we might hope, 
young writers and artists who might find their own 
inspiration in the treasures we can share.

2013 marked the 100th anniversary of the publication 
of O Pioneers!—not Cather’s first novel, but her first 
great one, and one that marked a turning point in 
her artistic development and her career. And here at 
the Cather Foundation we have a sense that we are 
at our own turning point. We are approaching our 
60th anniversary (our first bylaws are dated March 
26, 1955); while we look back with pride at what this 
modest organization has accomplished, we can feel 
that the dawn of the National Willa Cather Center 
will mark a new era. 2015 will be a year of heavy 
construction and new beginnings, and we’re hoping 
you will join us in this new adventure. Come spring, 
we’ll tidy things up for another celebration: the 100th 
anniversary of the publication of The Song of the Lark. 
(Because great art deserves a party.)

Thomas Reese Gallagher Ashley Olson 
Board President Executive Director 

Gary L. Meyer 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
Nancy S. Picchi 
New York, New York
Rhonda Seacrest 
Lincoln, Nebraska
John N. Swift 
Whittier, California
Gary W. Thompson 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Joseph R. Urgo 
St. Mary’s City, Maryland

The Willa Cather 
Foundation Office
Ashley Olson 
Executive Director
Tracy Tucker 
Education Director
Kara Faber 
Program and Development  
 Coordinator
Cheryl Wilson 
Buildings and Sites Curator
Karin Prellwitz 
Maintenance Assistant
Jacqueline Lemmer 
Marketing Assistant
Kevin Daehling 
Prairie Curator
Sylvia Andersen  
Kay Blackstone 
Angela Duca 
Carol Duncan  
Priscilla Hollingshead  
Barb Kudrna  
Patsy Ord 
Tour Guides

Ann Romines 
Alexandria, Virginia
Nancy Sherwood 
Omaha, Nebraska
Steven B. Shively 
Logan, Utah
Kate Sommer 
Omaha, Nebraska
James P. Southwick 
Heber City, Utah
C. Kay Stahly 
Kearney, Nebraska
Robert Thacker 
Canton, New York
Lu Williams 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
John A ( Jay) Yost 
New York, New York

Advisory Council
Bruce P. Baker II 
Omaha, Nebraska
Laurie Smith Camp 
Omaha, Nebraska
James L. Fitzgibbon 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
David B. Garwood 
Red Cloud, Nebraska
Joel Geyer 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Jane Renner Hood 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Ron Hull 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Betty Kort 
Hastings, Nebraska
Mellanee Kvasnicka 
La Vista, Nebraska
Lucia Woods Lindley 
New York, New York
Dale McDole 
Overland Park, Kansas

Officers
Thomas Reese Gallagher, 
 President 
New York, New York
Lynette Krieger,  
 Vice President 
Hastings, Nebraska
Glenda Pierce, Secretary 
Lincoln, Nebraska
David Porter, Treasurer 
Saratoga Springs, New York
Susan Maher, Past President 
Duluth, Minnesota

Board of Governors
Virgil Albertini 
Fairway, Kansas
Marion A. Arneson 
Wayne, Nebraska
Mark W. Bostock 
Windsor, Colorado
Max Despain 
Monument, Colorado
Richard C. Harris 
Sea Cliff, New York
Jill Hornady 
Grand Island, Nebraska
Andrew Jewell 
Lincoln, Nebraska
Charles Johanningsmeier 
Omaha, Nebraska
Ruth H. Keene 
Omaha, Nebraska
Fritz Mountford 
Hastings, Nebraska
John J. Murphy 
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Julie Olin-Ammentorp 
Manlius, New York
Charles A. Peek 
Kearney, Nebraska
Guy Reynolds 
Lincoln, Nebraska

The Willa Cather FoundationThomas Reese Gallagher, New York, NY
Mickey Ann Hall, Bedford, TX
Travis Hencey, Chadron, NE
Tyler Horsley, Brooklyn, NY
Doug Hoschouer, Red Cloud, NE
Jay Hoster, Columbus, OH
Gesine Janzen, Bozeman, MT
Paul R. & Lynette R. Krieger, Hastings, NE
Rick & Barb Kudrna, Red Cloud, NE
Dan & Leslie Levy, Lincoln, NE
David McCleery, Lincoln, NE
Michael McCoy & Liz Shea-McCoy, Lincoln, NE
Jorn & Mary Olsen, Hastings, NE
The Palace Steakhouse & Lounge, Red Cloud, NE
Howard Park, Washington, DC
Gary F. & Jean F. Pokorny, El Cerrito, CA
Michael Shuck, Hastings, NE
James P. & Angela J. Southwick, Heber City, UT
Dr. Amy Springer, Red Cloud, NE
Dave & Judy Stewart, Hastings, NE
Terry & Stephany Thompson, Hastings, NE
Antoinette Turnquist, Omaha, NE
Julia Weesner, Lincoln, NE
Dustin Witte, Lincoln, NE

Honorary and Memorial Gifts
Contributions made in 2013 in memory or 
appreciation of certain individuals are credited in 
the donor list and repeated here in recognition of 
the individuals honored.

$250 and Above
In memory of Loretta Lohr
In honor of the Sprague & Flanagan families
In honor of Jay Yost & Wade Leak

$100 to $249
In honor of William N. Buffett
In honor of Laurie Smith Camp
In memory of John Mercer
In memory of Jana Pinker
In honor of David Porter
In memory of Ronald D. Rasser

$50 to $99
In memory of Sylvia Antholz
In memory of Ryan Bostock
In honor of Tom Gallagher & Pam Gallagher
In memory of Budd Gauger
In memory of Dawson Heron
In memory of Shayne Kohout
In honor of John J. Murphy
In honor of Cynthia Schneider
In memory of James R. Surface
In honor of John Wulp

To Our Friends and Supporters



The State of Nebraska owns six Cather-
related properties and a number of 
inventoried artifacts and documents 
located in Red Cloud. The properties—

collectively referred to as the Willa Cather State Historic Site—are jointly 
preserved by the Nebraska State Historical Society and the Willa Cather 
Foundation. The Cather Foundation acquired the sites in its earlier years 
and continues to manage them alongside its own properties.

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Willa Cather Foundation is an equal-opportunity provider and employer.

Design:  Bunny Zaruba, Sausalito, California 
Printing:  Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas

Cover images: Prairie photo by Jorn Olsen. Cather as a child and as a mature woman: Cather Foundation Collection of 
the Nebraska State Historical Society; Cather as a young woman: the Philip L. and Helen Cather Southwick Collection, 
Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska Lincoln−Libraries. All other images, except where noted, 
courtesy of the Willa Cather Foundation.

The Willa Cather Foundation 
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