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T. M. Fowler’s and James Moyer’s 1902 lithograph of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Courtesy of the Geography and Maps Division of the Library of Congress, www.loc.gov




Cather lived in Pittsburgh from 1896 until 1906. Between her arrival in
the city and 1901, she lived in three different boarding houses. This is

one of them, photographed in the 1970s.

Photo courtesy Archives & Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries




Cather’s first job in the city was as
the editor of The Home Monthly,
a women’s magazine for which
she did not have a great deal of
respect. But she gained a lot of
experience, writing fiction,
poems, and articles under a
number of pseudonymes.
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Victorla's Ancestors: The House of Hanover,

Photo courtesy of Archives & Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries.




Ethelbert Nevin was a popular
composer who lived in Pittsburgh.
Cather became friends with him and
included a portrait of him in her
story “A Death in the Desert.”

She met many artists and musicians
during her time in Pittsburgh.

Archives & Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries




In 1899, Cather met Isabelle McClung, the
daughter of an important Pittsburgh judge,
and the two became close friends.

Helen Cather Southwick Collection of the Willa Cather Foundation




In March 1901, Cather moved into the McClung household,
where she had a small space to concentrate on her writing.

Archives and Special Collections, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries



In 1901, she also began teaching at Central High School.
Her subjects were Latin, Composition, and English.

Pittsburgh’s Central High School perches on the hilltop above Pennsylvania Railroad Union Station.

Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation Collection of Historic Pittsburgh, images.library.pitt.edu




In 1903, Cather began a
new job as the head of
the English Department
at Allegheny High
School, which was
located in a better
neighborhood and paid
her a better salary.

Carnegie Museum of Art Collection of Photographs, 1894-1958, Carnegie Museum of Art




Willa Cather during her
Pittsburgh teaching career.

Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial Collection of the Nebraska State Historical Society



CITTSBURGH BOYS CAUGHT IN MILWAUKEE
FOR ROBBERY OF THE DENNY ESTATE SAFE,

HAROLD ORR JAMES J. WILSON,

In 1902, Pittsburgh papers were
filled with news about how two
young men, Harold Orr and James
J. Wilson, had robbed the Denny
estate and fled to Chicago with
the money. One newspaper
reported that “Millionaires could
not have spent their money with
more reckless extravagance.” The
final newspaper article reporting
on the theft stated that Wilson
had “a longing to know how it
would feel to have enough money
to have just as good a time as any
boy would care about having.”

Photo from the Pittsburgh Gazette. Text from Willa Cather Scholarly Edition of Youth and the Bright . Historical Essay and

Explanatory Notes by Mark J. Madigan. Textual Editing by Frederick M. Link, Charles W. Mignon, Judith, Boss, and Kari A. Ronning.
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“Paul’s Case: A Study in Temperament”
was published in The Troll Garden (1905),
Cather’s first book of short stories.




T H E “We must not look at Goblin men,

TR OLL GARDEN We must not buy their jruits ;

Who knows upon what soil they fed

Their hungry thirsty roots?”
BY

GOBLIN MARKET.

WILLA SIBERT CATHER

The collection featured two opening
guotations, or epigraphs: one
describes the wonders of art, and
the other describes its dangers.

INSIDE THE TROLLS DWELL, . . . . . WORKING AT
THEIR MAGIC FORGES, MAKING AND MAKING ALWAYS
THINGS RARE AND STRANGE CHARLES KINGSLEY




PAUL'S

CASE

A STUDY IN TEMPERAMENT

uy

WILLA SIBERT CATHER*®

T was Paol's aftesioon 10
sppeat before the faculty
of the Pittsburg  High
School 1o accosst for he
various misdemveancss
He had boen suspended
¥ 2 week ago. asd his father
Saad called a1 the principal’s office and con-
fessed his perplenity abokt his we.  Pagl
mntered the faculey rooo, ssave and smiling
His cothes were 4 trifle outgrown, sod 1he
a0 velver on the collar of Niv open overcout
wan frayesd and woen © but, for all et there
wab soerething of the dandy sbout hien, sod
he woee am opal pin lo M mesdy hnotted
Slach foardndand, and = red carnation in
s buttonhole.  This latter ndosmment the
faculty sumehow fult wus not propedty wig-
mificant of the contrite spirit befitting » hoy
under the han of suspension,

Pal woas tall for his age end very than,
with high, cramped shoulders, and » narrow
chest.  His vyws were remarkable for 2 cer-
taim hyserical brilliancy. and he comting-
ally weedd them i a comcious, thestrical won
Wl way, pecullarly offensive in & boy. The
pupils wers aboormally Large, as thaugh be
were B ted to belladanna, but there way &
glasdy ghtter sbout (hem which thar druy
daes 00t presfuce °

When questionsd by the peincipal as 1
why be was there, Paul stated, politely
envugh, that he wanted to wome back ts
schwol.  This was a Tie, but Paul war guite
accustomed w ying ~found it, mdeed, in-
dispentabl for overcomiog friction.  His
fasthnry were ashied 10 state thelr mspecs
vive charges, which they did with sach »
raseor and sgprievedness an evinced that
thiy wa not sn ossal e, Disarder dnd fen-

* e of TPl Tosll G a4 bl of sont i,

pertinence wero amang tho offenses namnd,
yot cach of his instrsction feit that it way
scareely powsibie to put inro worids the reul
canse of the trovble, which lay n a sout of
hyaterically defiant manner ul the boy's

m the contespt which they all knew be fels
for thew, and which be seetnimgly made
the least effort 1o concoad  Onie; whan be
haid beon making a aymopals of & paragraph
ut 1he Blackboard, bes English teacher had
stepped 10 hiy wide anal atfemepied to guide
his band, Pawl had started back with 2
shadder, amd thrust his hands vickently be-
hind i The asooshed woman could
scarcely have bees mom bart and esshar.
ruvend Resd b atrach ot ber,  The imelt was
20 involuntary and definitely penonal = w
be usforgwitable  Im one way and another
he had made alf lis teachers, s sl wo-
man alihe, conacious of the same feeling of
phyvaical averdom,

Hin tetchery felr. this sftemoon, that kis
whole attitude was symbolized by his shrug
and his Sppantly ned carnation flower, and
they fell mpoo his without merey. He stwod
thaoagh it, smiling, his pale lips parted over
lis wivite tpeth.  (His lips were contimually
iwitching, asd he had 3 habit of raising b
eycbrows that was (oatemptoous and i
tating vo the laat degreed  Older boyy than
Tand had broken down smd whed tears wnider
that Sapthem of fire, bot bis set smde did not
once desert Mim. and Ms only algn of dis-
comfort wis the norvows trembling of the
fingers that toyed with the buttom of his
overcoat, and an occasional jerkiag of the
nther hand that held his bat.  Paal was al-
ways smiling, always glancing about him
seeming to feel thas pesple might be watch-
g Mim and tryimg to detect something
Thes comacinis pxpevssbon, singe i5 was as far
M powibie from boyisk mirthfilocs, wae
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In the time period, it was
common for stories to be
published in magazines first,
and then in books.

“Paul’s Case” was an
exception, being published in
McClure’s Magazine in May
1905, after it was published in
The Troll Garden.




“Paul’s Case” was also included in a
slightly revised version in Cather’s
later collection of stories,

Youth and the Bright Medusa,
published in 1920.

The story has remained one of
Cather’s most anthologized and
most popular stories.
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