CLASSROOM EXERCISES
THE SORCERESS
Watch footage of the Sorceress in Act 1:
• 2014 featuring Billy Boyd
• 2018 from the Royal Shakespeare Company
Reflect on how the Sorceress speaks and is
portrayed in these productions. How would you
describe her? What do you see and hear and feel?
Compare the footage with how the Sorceress is
portrayed in Nebraska Shakespeare's production.
What are the similarities (beside the text)? What
are the differences?

LADY MACBETH
Macbeth receives the news that Lady Macbeth has
died in Act 5, Scene 5. Plan and write an obituary
for Lady Macbeth.
Suggested structure for your obituary:
• a simple title and a longer sub-title (you could
use a quotation from the play here)
• an opening paragraph informing readers of her
death and describing her early life
• a middle paragraph that goes into more detail
about her later life and mentions any family
that survive her
• a short final paragraph about funeral
arrangements/where she has been buried
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CLASSROOM EXERCISES
STORY MOUNTAIN
Below is a story mountain template which reflects the arc of Macbeth and other narratives: beginning –
build-up/rising action – problem – resolution/falling action - ending. Using the Plot Synopsis on pages 5-6
of this Study Guide, place major plot points in the correct order on the story mountain.
**Created by Shakespeare's Globe, 2016. they wanted in performance.
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CLASSROOM EXERCISES
THE LANGUAGE OF DECISION
Compare Macbeth’s language in these two passages from Act I and Act IV. Look for examples of Macbeth
being ‘indecisive’ and ‘decisive’ in the two extracts. What can we say about the differences between
Macbeth in the two extracts? How is his character developing and changing? How do you explain this?

MACBETH. ACT I, SCENE 7
If it were done when 'tis done, then 'twere well
It were done quickly. The King’s here in double trust;
First, as I am his kinsman and his subject,
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host,
Who should against his murderer shut the door,
Not bear the knife myself. I have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambitionEnter LADY MACBETH
How now! what news?
MACBETH. ACT IV, SCENE 1
Time, thou anticipatest my dread exploits:
To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done:
The castle of Macduff I will surprise;
Seize upon Fife; give to the edge o' the sword
Her coz, her babe, and all unfortunate souls
That trace her in her line. No boasting like a fool;
This deed I'll do before this purpose cool.

INDECISIVE

DECISIVE
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CONTACT US
Nebraska Shakespeare creates entertaining, challenging
productions as well as immersive educational experiences that
connect our diverse community to Shakespeare's exploration of
what it means to be human. On stage, in the classroom, and
through collaborative partnerships, we CREATE, ENGAGE, and
INSPIRE.

WRITE
Send us a letter with your thoughts on the show – or a postcard with information
about your upcoming productions!

Mail to:
Nebraska Shakespeare On Tour
2500 California Plaza
Omaha, NE 68178

Connect and Follow
Website: www.nebraskashakespeare.com
Social Media: @nebraskashakespeare on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, & Twitter

Joan and
Don
Wurster

This production is part of Shakespeare in American
Communities, a program of the National Endowment for
the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. To learn more,
visit:
https://www.artsmidwest.org/programs/shakespeare

Susan and
Jim Tracy
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