








NOTES 

'See letters from Willa Cather to 
Irene Miner Weisz, November 4, 
1 O and 21 , 1925. See also note 
from Nathaniel Butler to Willa Ca
ther concerning arrangements and 
title of lecture, October 29, 1925. 
(At Newberry Library) 

2 "On the Art of Fiction" (1920) 
in Willa Cather on Writing (New 
York: Alfred Knopf, 1949), p. 103. 

3 "The Novel Demeuble" (1922), 
ibid., p. 36. 

4 "Restlessness Such as Ours 
Does Not Make for Beauty" by 
Rose C. Feld, The New York Times 
Book Review, December 21, 1924, 
p. 11. 

5 "Willa Cather Discusses Writ
ing and Short Story Courses," Lin
coln State Journal, April 25, 1925, 
p. 11. Reprint of Flora Merrill's in
terview in the New York World, 
April 19, 1925. 

6 lnterview in the New York 
World, May 20, 1923. Quoted by 
Bernice Slate in "An Appointment 
with the Future: Willa Cather." 

7 In The Twenties, ed. Warren 
French (Deland, Fl.: Everett/Ed
wards, 1975), pp. 39-49. 

1984 
PRAIRIE WORKSHOP 

The Prairie Workshop will be 
held May 29 to June 2 in Red 
Cloud. Participants may earn three 
hours credit from Kearney State 
College, either in biology or litera
ture. Books that should be read in 
preparation for the week are My 
Antonia and O Pioneers! by Willa 
Cather, Old Jules and The Horse
catcher by Mari Sandoz and Prairie 
World by David Costello. 

For additional information write 
or call Dr. Helen Stauffer, Depart
ment of English, Kearney State 
College, Kearney, Nebraska 
68847. Telephone: (308) 234-8297. 

PRAIRIE BURNING 

Dr. Hal Nagel , Biology Depart
ment of Kearney State College and 
steward of the Willa Cather Memo
rial Prairie, has announced that the 
east half of the prairie will be 
burned the weekend of April 28 
and 29 or if weather prevents, the 
burning will be done May 5 and 6. 

"WESTERN 
AMERICAN LITERATURE" 

Order your copy of the special 
Cather issue of Western American 
Literature, available here for $5.00, 
plus $1 .25 for postage and han
dling. Cather scholars will want to 
add this collector's item to their 
libraries. 

FAMILY HEIRLOOM 
DONATED 

Virginia Cather Brockway has 
given Grandmother Ruhamah Sei
bert's sewing table to the Willa Ca
ther Pioneer Memorial and Educa
tional Foundation. Grandmother 
Seibert was Willa Cather's great
grandmother and the prototype for 
Sapphira in Sapphira and the Slave 
Girl. First Mrs. Charles Cather, 
Willa Cather's mother, kept the 
table . Then Elsie Cather kept it and 
at her death it went to Mrs. Brock
way. 

The official description of the 
table reads : "One American Ma
hogany Sewing Stand, 28" high, 
20" wide, 17½" deep; weight ap
proximately 45 pounds. Rectangu
lar lid, interior compartment over 
single wide apron drawer all on an
gular vasiform pedestal with in
curvate base on scrolled feet. The 
entire case in 'Flame' grain ma
hogany with the upper case dis
playing an ogee moulded form. 
Secondary woods of walnut and 
tulip poplar. C. 1830." 
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RED CLOUD OPERA 
SINGER 

We had hoped to have Sarah 
Jane Arneson with us to sing at the 
Spring Conference. " Sally," born 
in Webster County, is a modern 
counterpart of Thea Kronberg of 
The Song of the Lark. 

She writes from Germany: "I 
was so pleased that you wanted to 
invite me to the Spring Conference 
on May 5. I have to be in Munich, 
though, on May 2 for a 'Violetta' 
(La Traviata) and a 'Martha ' (Flo
tow) on May 4. Theoretically, I 
could attend your conference, but I 
would be flying on the morning of 
the 5th from Munich. I doubt if I 
could reach Red Cloud before the 
evening of the 5th. 

'' The Song of the Lark is natural
ly a very special book for me, both 
personally and professionally. 
Some of the parallels seem un
canny. I was invited to sing in the 
Dresden Opera in January. Since 
very few American (Westerners at 
all) are now invited to East Ger
many, much less Dresden, this 
was a great honor for me. What a 
beautiful Opera House! It is now 
fully restored and I could only think 
of the great singers who had sung 
there, and of course, Thea Kron
berg." 

"Sally " is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Aleck Arneson of Red 
Cloud. 

COMING EVENTS TO 
REMEMBER 

May 5 ....... Spring Conference 
Red Cloud, Nebraska 

May 29-June 2 . Prairie Workshop 
Red Cloud, Nebraska 

June 17-23 ..... WILLA CATHER ., 
The Northeast Perspective 

Merrimack College 
North Andover, Massachusetts 



YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE AND GROWTH 
OF THE ORGANIZATION 

• By being a Cather Memorial Member and financial contri
butor: 
BENEFACTOR . . . $1,000.00 and over 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS 
Patron . 
Sustaining ... . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . 
Family 
Individual 

WCPM members receive : 
Newsletter subscription 
Free guided tour to restored buildings 

. . $100.00 
25.00 
15.00 
10.00 

• By contributing your Willa Cather artifacts, letters, papers, 
and publications to the Museum. 

• By contributing your ideas and suggestions to the Board of 
Governors. 

ALL MEMBERSHIPS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
BEQUESTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

Under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1965 

• 
Special group memberships (such as clubs or businesses) are 

available. Write to the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial for details . 
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AIMS OF THE WCPM 

• To promote and assist in the development and preservation 
of the art, literary, and historical collection relating to the life, 
time , and work of Willa Cather, in association with the Ne
braska State Historical Society. 

• To cooperate with the Nebraska State Historical Society in 
continuing to identify, restore to their original condition , and 
preserve places made famous by the writing of Willa Cather . 

• To provide for Willa Cather a living memorial , through the 
Foundation, by encouraging and assisting scholarship in the 
field of the humanities. 

• To perpetuate an interest throughout the world in the work 
of Wil la Cather. 

For Newsletter Donation Only 
Foreign Mailing . 

Keith Albers 
William Thomas Auld, M.D. 
Bruce P. Baker, II 
Mildred R. Bennett 
W. K. Bennett, M.D. 
Vi Borton 
Don E. Connors 
Josephine Frisbie 
David Garwood 
Ron Hull 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Robe rt E. Knoll 
Ella Cather Lewis 
Lucia Woods Lindley 
Catherine Cather Lowell 
John March 
Dale McDole 
Miriam Mountford 
Harry Obitz 
Helen Obitz 
Jennie Reiher 

...... $5.00 
6.00 

Ronald W. Roskens 
Susan J. Rosowski 
David E. Scherman 
C. Bert rand Schultz 
Marian Schultz 
Margaret Cather Shannon 
Betty Sherwood 
Helen Cather Southwick 
Marcella Van Meter 

WILLA CATHER 
THE NORTHEAST 

PERSPECTIVE 
Lectures, Discussions and 

Talks by 

Mildred R. Bennett, Willa Cather 
Pioneer Memorial and Educa
tional Foundation, Red Cloud, 
Nebraska. 

Elizabeth Ammons, Tufts Univer
sity, Medford, Massachusetts. 

Marilyn Arnold, Brigham Young 
University, Provo, Utah. 

Bruce P. Baker, University of Ne
braska at Omaha, Omaha, Ne
braska. 

John J. Murphy, Merrimack Col
lege, North Andover, Massachu
setts. 

Sharon O'Brien, Dickinson Col
lege, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Susan Rosowski, University of Ne
braska at Lincoln, Lincoln, Ne
braska. 
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